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Tribune News Service/Getty Images

22/04/20 3:29 PM

QA



FINAL PAGES g aptara
® g ap EOA

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

I Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham

E velyn Brooks Higginbotham is the Victor S. Thomas Professor of
History and of African and African American Studies at Harvard
University. She is also the national president of the Association for the
Study of African American Life and History from 2014 to 2021. The first
African American to chair the Department of History at Harvard
University, she served in this position from 2018 to 2020. She chaired
Harvard’s Department of African and African American Studies from
2006 to 2013.

Professor Higginbotham earned a Ph.D. from the University of  pjoo by Kris Snibbe/Harvard Staff Photographer
Rochester in History, an M.A. from Howard University, and B.A. from
the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Before coming to Harvard, she taught in the
Department of History at the University of Pennsylvania. Previously she taught on the faculties @
of the University of Maryland and earlier Dartmouth College. In 2010-2011, she was a visiting
professor at the Duke University Law School and had the distinction of being its inaugural
John Hope Franklin Professor of American Legal History. She has also been a Visiting
Professor at Princeton University and New York University.

Professor Higginbotham’s writings span diverse fields—African American religious history,
women’s history, civil rights, constructions of racial and gender identity, electoral politics, and
the intersection of theory and history. She is the author of the prize-winning book Righteous
Discontent: The Women'’s Movement in the Black Baptist Church, 1880-1920 (1993), for which
she is especially recognized for conceptualizing “the politics of respectability.” The book was
included among The New York Times Book Review’s Notable Books of the Year in 1993 and
1994. She is the co-editor with Henry Louis Gates, Jr., of the multivolume reference work African
American National Biography (2008, 2012). As a co-author with John Hope Franklin, she
thoroughly revised From Slavery to Freedom in her writing of the ninth and tenth editions.

Professor Higginbotham has received honorary degrees and numerous
other honors and awards, most notable of which is the National Humanities
Medal presented to her by President Barack Obama at the White House
in 2015. She was elected to membership in the American Philosophical
Society and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences—the nation’s
oldest learned societies. In 2008 she received the Carter G. Woodson
Scholars Medallion from the Association for the Study of African American
Life and also the Legend Award from the National Urban League. In 2020
she was selected to be honored with the Preservation and History Award .
from the New England Historic Genealogical Society. Photo by Stephanie Mitchell/Harvard University

\Y%

fra13342_fm_i-xxindd 5 @ 4/25/20 1:47 PM



FINAL PAGES g aptara
® g ap EOA

Brief Table of Contents

Chapter 1 Ancestral Africa (circa 500 B.C.E. to 1600) 1
Chapter 2 Africans in the Atlantic World (1492-1800) 24
Chapter 3 Establishing North American Slavery (1520s to 1720s) 50

Chapter 4 Eighteenth-Century Slave Societies (1700-1780s) 69

Chapter 5 Give Me Liberty (1763-1787) 89

Chapter 6 Building Communities in the Early Republic (1790-1830) 111
Chapter 7 Southern Slavery (1790-1860) 139

Chapter 8 Antebellum Free Blacks (1830-1860) 173

Chapter 9 Abolitionism in Black and White (1820-1860) 200

Chapter 10 Civil War (1861-1865) 232

Chapter 11 Promises and Pitfalls of Reconstruction (1863-1877) 263
Chapter 12 The Color Line (1877-1917) 295 [0}
Chapter 13 The Era of Self-Help (1880-1916) 327

Chapter 14 In Pursuit of Democracy (1914-1919) 369

Chapter 15 Voices of Protest (1910-1928) 395

Chapter 16 The Arts at Home and Abroad (1920s to early 1930s) 425
Chapter 17 The New Deal Era (1929-1941) 462

Chapter 18 Double V for Victory (1941-1945) 499

Chapter 19 American Dilemmas (1935-1955) 525

Chapter 20 We Shall Overcome (1947-1967) 564

Chapter 21 Black Power (1955-1980) 607

Chapter 22 Progress and Poverty (1980-2000) 644

Chapter 23 Shifting Terrains in the New Century (since 2000) 676

fra13342_fm_i-xxindd 6 @ 22/04/20 3:29 PM



FINAL PAGES - aptara | .

QA

Contents

fra13342_fm_i-xx.indd 7

22/04/20 3:29 PM

About the Authors iv From Indenture to Slavery 31
Preface XV Trading in Slaves 31
Acknowledgments Xvii Acquiring Slaves 31
Africans in the Slave Trade 32
Slave Trade Challenges 34
1 | Ancestral Africa (circa 500 B.C.E. to 1600) 1 The Trauma of Capture 35
An Ancient Land and People 2 The Middle Passage 37
African Climate and Its Impact on Development 3 African Resistance 37
The Bantu Dispersion 3 A Profitable Trade 38
Iron Technology 4 Reexporting Slaves 39
Copper Technology 6 Slavery in the Caribbean 39
Early Commercial Networks 6 The Spanish Monopoly 39
West African Trade Routes 8 Loss of Spanish Control 40
Interregional Trade 9 Living Conditions 40
Internal Slave Trade 10 Slavery in Mainland Latin America 41
African Slavery 11 Mexico 41 @
Slavery in European Communities 11 Central America 42
Slaves in Africa 12 South America 42
Slaves and Status 12 Uruguay and Argentina 42
Slaves in the Economy 13 Brazil 43
The Great Empires 13 Slave Codes and Slave Resistance 44
Early Urban Civilization 13 The Catholic Church 45
Ghana’s Rise 14 Intermarriage 46
Ghana’s Trading Empire 14 Rebels, Runaways, and Punishment 46
Mali's Rise 15
Mansa Musa’s Pilgrimage 16 3 Establishing North American Slavery
Imperial Songhay 17 (1520s to 1720s) 50
Askia Muhammad's Reforms 18 . . .
Dichotomy of Sovereignty 19 Imperial Claims to North America 51
Early Spanish Settlements 52
Other States 19 Forms of North American Slavery 54
The Mossi States 19
The Hausa States 20 Before Permanent Bondage 54
The Kingdom of Benin 20 Virginia Colony 35
The Christian Kongo 21 New Netherland 36
Ndongo-Matamba 21 Massachusetts Bay 57
Great Zimbabwe 22 The Legalization of Slavery 58
The Swahili Coast 23 Virginia Slave Codes 58
New York Slave Codes 61
2 | Africans in the Atlantic World (1492-1800) 24 New England’s Laws 61
The Carolinas 63
Finding New Lands and Labor 25 Slave Courts 64
Africans and the Conquistadors 27 French Louisiana 64
Demand for Slave Labor 29 The Code Noir 65



CONTENTS

FINAL PAGES - aptara | .

French Detroit

Seven Years War

Spanish Louisiana

Slave Codes in Other Colonies

4| Eighteenth-Century Slave Societies (1700-1780s)

New England
Slave Populations
Slave Occupations
Negro Election Day
Cotton Mather and Inoculation

The Mid-Atlantic Colonies
New York Colony
Expansion of Slavery
Pennsylvania Slavery

The Chesapeake Region
African Outsiders
Population Growth

The Lower South, Eastern Seaboard
The Slave Population
The Chesapeake and the Lowcountry
Rural and Urban Slave Life
People of Mixed Race
African Traditions
The Stono Rebellion
Menendez and Mose
The War of Jenkins’ Ear
The End of Mose

The Lower Mississippi Valley
French Louisiana
Maroon Societies

5 | Give Me Liberty (1763-1787)

The Paradox of Slavery and Freedom
Freedom in a Slave Society
Birth of the Antislavery Movement
Crispus Attucks

Fighting for American Independence
Blacks against the British
The British Appeal
Washington'’s Response
The Revolution and Slavery
General Clinton’s Proclamation
Individual State Policies
Black Military Distinction
Black Loyalists

The Movement to Free the Slaves
Antislavery Advocates
Free North, Slave South

The Conservative Reaction
Shays’s Rebellion

Vi1l

fra13342_fm_i-xx.indd 8

66
67
67
67

69

71
71
71
72
72

73
73
74
74

75
5
76

77
78
79
80
80
81
82
83
83
85

85
85
87

89

91
92
93
94

97
97
98
99
100
100
101
102
104

105
106
106

108
108

The Three-Fifths Compromise
The Slave Trade

Fugitive Slaves

The Language of the Constitution

6| Building Communities in the Early Republic

7

(1790-1830)

African Americans in Demographic Perspective
The Mid-Atlantic States and New England
The Northwest Territory
Development of Black Communities
Black Migration to Boston
Blacks in Philadelphia
New York City’s Black Community

Building Community Institutions

Independent Black Churches

The African Methodist Episcopal Church
Separate Black Institutions

White Philanthropy

Black and White Leadership Conflicts

Blacks and American Party Politics
Disfranchisement of Blacks
Federalists and Free Blacks

Black Writing and Art in the New Nation
Pamphlet Literature
Appeals to Readers
The Jones and Allen Pamphlet
The Spiritual Autobiography
Banneker’s Almanacs
The Painter Joshua Johnston

The War of 1812
Black Military Service
Gallant Service

Black Colonization
Colonization Efforts
Black Opposition

Haiti and the Contagion of Liberty
Toussaint Louverture
Haiti and American Partisan Politics
The Louisiana Purchase
Plots and Rumors
Gabriel’s Rebellion in Virginia

Southern Slavery (1790-1860)

The Domestic Slave Trade
The Interstate Slave Trade
A Capitalist Enterprise
Market Prices

Persistence of the African Trade
Extent of the Illegal Trade
The Movement to Reopen the African Trade

108
109
109
110

111

113
114
114
115
115
116
117

118

118
121
121
122
122

123
123
124

125
126
127
127
128
129
130

130
131
131

132
133
134

134
135
135
136
136
137

139

141
142
144
147

147
147
147

22/04/20 3:29 PM

QA



FINAL PAGES g aptara
® g ap EOA

CONTENTS
The Slave Codes 148 Higher Education 190
Enforcement 149 Black Convention Movement 190
The Patrol System 150 National Negro Conventions 190
On the Plantation 150 State and Local Conventions 191
Field Hands 151 Public Image and Behavior 192
Gender Division of Labor 153 Black Women 192
Overseers and Brutality 154 Women Take Public Action 192
The Slave Diet 155 Maria Stewart 194
Enslaved by Indian Masters 155 Sojourner Truth 194
Zall of TeIa;s_ Torri igg The Debate on Emigration 195
aves in Indian ferritory Efforts at Mass Colonization 196
Urban and Nonagricultural Slavery 157 Opposition to the ACS 196
Institutional Slavery 159 The National Emigration Convention 197
Slave Hiring 159
Social and Cultural Life 1619 | Abolitionism in Black and White
Religious Activity 161 (1820-1860) 200
The Slave Church 162
Slave Families 163 Militant Abolitionism 202
Interracial Relationships 163 Black Antislavery Societies 204
Resistance 165 Black Agents. o 205
Slave Market Gambits 166 Women Abolitionists 207
Sabotage and Suicide 166 Newspapers 208
Running Away 167 Antislavery Agendas 208
Violent Resistance 168 The Abolitionist Argument 208
Slave Revolts 169 The Crusade 209 [0}
Denmark Vesey 169 Conlflict and Cooperation 210
Nat Turner 171 The American Anti-Slavery Society 210
Black vs. White Abolitionists 211
8 | Antebellum Free Blacks (1830-1860) 173 Black-White Cooperation o1l
Freedom’s Boundaries 175 Proslavery Backlash 212
Black Laws 175 The Proslavery Argument 213
Migration West 175 Defending the Institution 214
Disfranchisement 176 Persecution and Violence 214
Demographics 177 Changing Attitudes 216
In a Culture of Racism 177 The Black Response 216
Minstrel Shows 178 Black Counterarguments 216
Ethnology 178 The Slave Narratives 217
Bigotry and Prejudice 179 Other Literary Contributions 217
Mob Violence 180 Picturing the Evils of Slavery 217
Economic and Social Life 182 The Panorama 219
Trades and Pra]‘ess.lons 182 The Underground Railroad 221
Property Ownership 183 Orici 21
Urban Life in the North 184 rigins
Boston 184 The Underground Railroad in the 1830s 222
New York 184 Railroad Operations 222
Philadelphia 185 Black Settlements 223
Mutual Aid Organizations 186 Escape Plans 224
Cultural Contributions 186 Resources 224
Education 188 Z’“C’f C‘;";”“"”S ;g;
Separate Schools 188 arrze.t ubman Iy
Roberts v. City of Boston 188 Jermain Loguen
Securing Education in the South 189 The Path to Civil War 226

1X

fra13342_fm_i-xxindd 9 @ 22/04/20 3:29 PM



FINAL PAGES g aptara
® g ap EOA

CONTENTS
I
The Compromise of 1850 227 Andrew Johnson's Policies 267
The Christiana Riot 228 Black Codes 268
The Sectional Truce Unravels 229 Violence against the Freedpeople 269
The Dred Scott Decision 229 Emancipation in Indian Territory 270
The Appeal of Force 229 Black Conventions 271
John Brown’s Raid 230 Black Mobilization 272
Congress Takes Charge 274
10 | civil War (1861-1865) 232 Radical Reconstruction 274
New National Officials 275
The Nation Divided against Itself 233 Blacks as State Legislators 278
Lincoln’s Election and Southern The Union League 279
Secession 234 Black Women and the Black
Responses to the Attack on Fort Sumter 236 Community 280
Inconsistent Federal Policies 238 The Social Consequences of the War 281
Opposition to Lincoln’s Policies 239 The Freedmen’s Bureau 283
The Confiscation Acts 240 The Pivotal Role of Education 284
Lincoln’s Plan 241 Educators, Black and White 284
Preliminary Proclamation 241 Black Churches 285
The Emancipation Proclamation 242 Economic Adjustment 286
The Thirteenth Amendment 243 The Desire for Land 286
Aiding the Refugees 244 Women in the Labor Market 287
Disease in War 244 Changing Conditions of Farm Labor 288
General Saxton’s Plan 244 Sharecropping 289
Challenges to Effective Relief 245 The Freedmen's Bank 289
Private Relief 245 Reconstruction’s End 290 @
Education 245 The Reign of Violence 291
Black Troops 247 Corruption in Republican Governments 292
Challenges to Black Recruitment 247 Supreme Court Decisions 293
A Change in Policy 248 The Campaign of 1876 293
The First Black Soldiers 249
The Success of Black Enlistment 250 12 | The Color Line (1877-1917) 295
Black Officers 250
Blacks as Spies and Scouts 251 Legalizing Segregation 297
Women's Service 252 Plessy v. Ferguson 298
Black Soldiers’ Service 252 Dismantling Northern Segregation 300
Treatment of Black Prisoners 253 Confronting the Urban Color Line 302
Unequal Treatment 255 Transportation 302
Slave Disruption 256 Housing 303
Stronger Patrol Laws 256 Residential Segregation Laws 303
“Running the Negroes” 256 Environmental Racism 303
Insubordination 257 The Path to Disfranchisement 304
Fear of Uprisings 258 Preventing Black Voting Legally 304
The Confederate Dilemma 259 Black Reappearance in Politics 306
Impressment 259 The Radical Agrarian Movement 307
Enlisting and Arming Blacks 260 Successful Coalitions 308
. Seeking Complete Disfranchisement 308
Victory 261 The Mississippi Plan 309
11 | Promises and Pitfalls of Reconstruction Isaiah Montgomery 310
(1863-1877) 263 The Black Response 310
Effective Disfranchisement 311
A Many-Sided Tug of War 266 The Rhetoric of Disenfranchisement 311
Abraham Lincoln’s Ten Percent Plan 266 America’s Empire of Color 313

X

fra13342_fm_i-xx.indd 10 @ 22/04/20 3:29 PM



FINAL PAGES g aptara
® < ap EOA

CONTENTS

U.S. Expansion 313 14 | In Pursuit of Democracy (1914-1919) 369
The Caribbean 314
The Spanish American War 315 Answering the Call to Fight 371
Garrison Duty and Pacific Service 318 The Selective Service Act 372
Imperial Expansion 318 The NAACP 373
Puerto Rico 319 Close Ranks 374
The Virgin Islands 319 Emmett J. Scott 374
Haiti 320 Jim Crow Military Camps 375
Liberia 320 Locating Training Camps 375
Patterns of Violence 320 Rampant Discrimination 375
Convict Leasing 320 African Americans Fight Back 376
Lynch Law 321 Service Overseas 378
Race Riots 322 The 369th U.S. Infantry 379
The Atlanta Riot 323 Other African American Combat Units 381
Brownsville, Texas 324 German Propaganda 382
Violence in the North 325 Slander Campaigns 383
The Springfield Riot 325 Cultural Experiences 383
13 | The Era of Self-Hel . Coming Home e
e Era of Self-Help (1880-1916) 327 Wilson's Contradictory Positions 387
Self-Help and Philanthropy 329 On the Home Front 388
The New Negro 330 African Americans Support
Supporting Education 331 the War 388
Black Self-Determination 332 Curtailing Civil Liberties 389
White Philanthropy 333 Silencing Dissent 389
Educational Inequality in the South 334 Black Exodus 390
Higher Education 335 New Opportunities 391 @
The Talented Tenth 336 The National Urban League 391
Divergent Paths to Racial Equality 337 Employment in Industry 393
Booker T. Washington 337 Riots and Lynching 393
Opposition: T. Thomas Fortune 340
Ida B. Wells 342 15 | voices of Protest (1910-1928) 395
William Monroe Trotter 343
Washington’s Revenge 345 Progressive Voices 397
The Niagara Movement 346 The Work of the NAACP 398
Bookerites and Niagarites 347 Election of Woodrow Wilson 399
Two Classes of Negroes 349 Wilson Disappoints 400
. . . African Americans Protest Racial
Economic and Social Striving 349 Policies 402
The Black Exodus 350 The Amenia Conference 402
Innovation and Enterprise 351
Combating Old South Images 352 Violent Times 403
Black Women Entrepreneurs 353 The Resurgent Ku Klux Klan 403
Establishment of Black Banks 354 Race Riots 403
The Role of the Churches 356 More Riots 405
Mutual Benefit Societies 357 “Outside Agitation” 407
The Woman’s Era 358 Civil Rights Vanguard 408
Gender-Specific Discrimination 359 The Persistence of Lynching 408
The NACW 361 Antilynching Legislation Thwarted 409
Urban Settlement Houses 362 Protesting with Their Feet 410
Intellectual and Cultural Endeavors 364 The Leaderless Migration 410
Pan-Negroism 364 Migration from the Caribbean 411
Scholarly and Literary Works 364 Afro-Caribbeans in New York 412
Sports Heroes 366 New Guard versus Old Guard 414

fra13342_fm_i-xx.indd 11 @ 22/04/20 3:29 PM



FINAL PAGES g aptara
® g ap EOA

CONTENTS
I
Race and Class Politics: Civil Rights, Black The Election of Oscar DePriest 468
Nationalism 414 The Shift to the Democrats 469
Criticizing Du Bois 415 A Growing Sense of Political Efficacy 470
Black Nationalism and Marcus Garvey 416 Success at the State and Local Levels 472
Garvey's Decline 417 The Black Cabinet 472
Father Divine 419 African Americans in the National Government 473
New Negro Women 419 Expanding Job Opportunities in the Federal
Black Women Voters 421 Government 475
Growing Political Involvement 422 New Deal Programs 476
The Agricultural Programs 476
16 | The Arts at Home and Abroad The Tuskegee Study 479
(1920s to early 1930s) 425 Organized Labor 480
Recorded Music and Radio 427 gf;aiigng Activity in Agriculture 188(1)
Classic Blues 427
Black Swan Records 429 On the Left 483
National and Live Broadcast Radio 430 The Appeal of Communism 483
Landmark Cases: Scottsboro and Herndon 483
Jazz Roots and Routes 433 .
. . The National Negro Congress and the
The Evolution of Jazz: New Orleans to Chicago 434
: . : Popular Front 486
Jazz in New York: Ragtime to Stride 434 The Southern Conference for Human Welfare 487
The James Reese Europe Orchestra 435
Louis Armstrong Transforms Big Band Jazz 436 A Harvest of Artistic Expression 488
Duke Ellington and the Big Band Era 437 Federal Theatre Project 488
Motion Pictures 438 Au.g L.lsm Savage 490
Black Talent in White Studios 440 William Johnson 490
Blacks in Films 492 [0}
Black Theater 441 Paul Robeson and Lena Horne 493
Postwar Theater 441 Black Musicians and Composers 493
Black Musicals 442 The Swing Era 495
The Charleston 442 Women Vocalists 496
The Harlem Renaissance 443 Marian Anderson at the Lincoln
The Tenderloin 443 Memorial 497
Zz:cil;erjz)z;lliggzel ::i 18 | Double V for Victory (1941-1945) 499
Before the Civic Club 445 Reframing the Arsenal of Democracy 501
Countee Cullen 446 Blacks in the Armed Forces 502
Langston Hughes 447 The March on Washington 1941 504
Harlem Renaissance Women 448 Executive Order 8802 505
French Connections 449 Hastie and Discrimination in the Armed Forces 506
Visual Artists 453 In Military Service 507
Photographers and Illustrators 453 Black Women in the Military 508
Painters 454 Tuskegee: Black Airmen 510
Clashing Artistic Values 457 The Navy, the Marines, and Officer Training S11
Art as Propaganda 457 Overseas Service—Europe 512
Race Literature 459 Service in the Pacific 513
Art and Social Change 460 Service in the Navy 514
Service in the Merchant Marine 514
17 | The New Deal Era (1929-1941) 462 Racism at Home o4
Racial Clashes 516
In the Throes of Economic Depression 464 Recognition for Service 516
The Agricultural Crisis and Black Migration 465 Keeping the Home Fires Burning 517
African American Efforts at Relief 465 The Work of the FEPC 517
Political Resurgence 467 Office of Civilian Defense 519

Xii

fra13342_fm_i-xx.indd 12 @ 22/04/20 3:29 PM



FINAL PAGES - aptara | .

CONTENTS

Black-White Conflict at Home

Radio Enlisted to Lift Low Morale
“Freedom’s People”

Broadcasting to Black Women

Art and the “Win the War Campaign”
Publicity’s Limits

19 | American Dilemmas (1935-1955)

fra13342_fm_i-xx.indd 13

Intellectual Crosscurrents
An American Dilemma
The Emphasis on Assimilation and
Culture
African Survivals
Abandoning the Culturalist
Perspective

Literary and Dramatic Arts
Fiction and Other Prose
Writers in the Postwar Years
Poets
Theater

Black Internationalism
Ethiopia and Spain
The Rising Wind
The United Nations Charter
UNESCO’s Work
The Trusteeship Council
The South Africa Resolution
The June 1946 Petition
The Appeal
The Red Scare
Continuing Anticolonialism

Labor Civil Rights
Blacks in the CIO
Union Civil Rights Activism
Labor Unions Civil Rights Activism
R. J. Reynolds in
Winston-Salem
Ford Auto Workers in Detroit
Integrating Baseball
1947: Pivotal Year
The Failure of Operation Dixie
The Demise of Left-Labor Civil Rights
Detroit’s Labor Civil Rights

Truman and Civil Rights
To Secure These Rights
The Howard University Address

Fighting for Civil Rights in the Courts
Battling Jim Crow in Higher Education
The Battle against Separate but Equal
Scholar Activism
The Brown Decision
Southern White Opposition

519
520
520
521
521
522

525

527
528

530
532

534

535
537
538
538
539

539
540
541
542
543
544
544
544
545
545
546

547
547
548
548

549
550
551
552
552
553
553

553
554
556

556
557
561
562
562
563

20 | we Shall Overcome (1947-1967)

Introducing Nonviolent Direct Action
CORE Activism
The Journey of Reconciliation
Anatomy of the Montgomery Movement

The Role of the Boycott
The Arrest of Rosa Parks

The Leadership of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Victory

Movement Milestones in the South
New Leaders: James M. Lawson
The Lunch Counter Sit-In
The Albany Movement
Birmingham, 1963
Letter from Birmingham Jail
Victory and Laws
Freedom Summer 1964
The Selma March
The Importance of Press Coverage

Movement Women
School Desegregation and Constance
Baker Motley
Voting Rights Campaigns
Ella Baker and Fannie Lou Hamer
Septima Clark
Strength through Religious Faith

The Northern Side of the Movement
Electoral Power
Battling Discrimination
The Problem of Housing
In Cities: Substandard Housing and
Poor Education

564

565
568
569

570
570
570
573
574

574
574
576
571
578
579
580
580
582
583

584

585
586
586
588
588

590
590
590
591

592

The Landmarks and Limitations of Government 593

Court Victories

The Executive Branch

The Role of Civil Rights Advocates
Congress Drags Its Feet

The Kennedy Administration

The Freedom Rides, May 1961
Freedom to the Free, 1963

The Civil Rights Act of 1964

The Voting Rights Act of 1965
Political Revolution in the South

21 | Black Power (1955-1980)

Black Power’s Antecedents
The Heritage of Appeals to Self-Reliance
Malcolm X
Activism in the South
Paramilitary Defense Units
Armed Revolution

593
595
596
596
599
600
600
601
603
604

22/04/20 3:29 PM

QA



FINAL PAGES g aptara
® g ap EOA

CONTENTS
I
Internationalizing the Struggle 613 Women Writers 664
Bandung 1955 613 Playwrights, Comedians, Filmmakers, Actors 664
Malcolm and the Dark World 614 Blacks on Television 665
The Assassination of Malcolm X 616 Blacks in the Art World 665
Iconic Voices of Black Power 616 Artists 666
Stokely Carmichael Makes History 616 Hip Hop Rising 666
The Black Panther Party 618 Hip Hop Is Born 666
Revolutionary Nationalism versus Cultural Hip Hop and the Culture Wars 667
Nationalism 623 Global Concerns 670
Muhammad Ali 624 The End of Apartheid 670
A Dissident Youth Culture 625 African Americans on the International Stage 671
Campus Activism 625 The Persian Gulf War 671
The Afro 627 At Century’s End 671
Black Artistic Power 627
Political Activists 628 231 Shifting Terrains in the New Century
The Cultural Side of Black Power 629 (since 2000) 676
The Black Arts Movement 629 ) )
Blaxploitation Movies 630 Into the New Millennium 678
Graphic Arts 631 America’s First Black President 679
Women Writers 632 A New Campaign Style 680
Black Feminism 633 The Democratic Primaries 681
Reaction to the Moynihan Report 634 A Two-Term Presidency 681
Women'’s Organizations 634 Race and the Courts 684
Social and Political Realities 638 The Challenge to Racial Diversity in Education 684
Urban Revolts: Watts 639 Higher Education 685 @
Newark and Detroit 640 Voting Rights 687
The New Black Political Power 640 Impact of Shelby County v. Holder 688
Foreign Interference in 2016 Election 689
22 | Progress and Poverty (1980-2000) 644 Reparation Matters 690
. » Slavery Reparations 691
Divergent Realities 646 Tulsa Case 692
Economic Differences 647 . .
Rise of the Black Underclass 648 Health in Unhealthy Environments 693
Black Advancement in America 651 Fighting for Environmental Justice 693
New Opportunities 652 Flint Water Crisis 694
The Black Electorate 653 Race and the Carceral State 696
Jesse Jackson and the Rainbow Coalition 653 Arrest and Sentencing Disparities 697
The Reagan-Bush Years 655 Hip Hop’s Growing Validation 701
The 1992 Election: The Democrats Return Hip Hop Abroad 701
10 Office 657 Remaking American Hip Hop 702
In Conservative Times 658 Shifting Views on Sexuality 703
Reagan’s Efforts to Dismantle Civil Rights 658 Receiving Mainstream Awards 704
George H. W. Bush and the Supreme Court 659 Monuments to History 704
The Battle over the Clarence Thomas The Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial 705
Nomination 660 The National Museum of African American
Judicial Conservatism 661 History and Culture 707
Educational Disparities 661
Opposition to Affirmative Action 662
Racial Unrest 662 Bibliography 709
Racial Brutality: Abner Louima, Amadou Diallo,
James Byrd 663
Artistic Currents 663 Index 753

X1V

fra13342_fm_i-xx.indd 14 @ 22/04/20 3:29 PM



FINAL PAGES g aptara
® g ap EOA

Preface

I The Tenth Edition of From Slavery to Freedom

N early a decade has passed since the publication of the ninth edition of the “new”
From Slavery to Freedom. In the preface of that edition, I introduced the theme “the
present in history” to describe the organizing principle that informed my revision of this
classic survey of African American history. The theme reflected the book’s inclusion of
new chapter titles and information, new historical actors and intellectual crosscurrents, as
well as new scholarly interpretations and methodologies. In the ninth edition I asserted
that “historical scholarship is not only different but far more complex than in 1947 or in
1967 or in 1988 or even in 2000—the dates of some of the earlier editions, including the
eighth edition.”

Those words are no less applicable today. In the intervening years between the ninth and
tenth editions, a tremendous amount of new scholarship has emerged on capitalism and @
slavery, on African Americans and Native Americans, on abolitionism’s many forms and faces,
on the nineteenth- and twentieth-century lives of the “New Negro” as a race-motivating con-
cept, on the nonviolent protest activism of youth in the 1940s, on the health clinics of the
Black Panther Party, and on the shifting views of prominent hip-hop artists on sexuality. Those
are but a very few of the many fascinating new topics found in the tenth edition. The book’s
new “Windows in Time” also provides unique vantage points from which to get a first-hand
view of people, organizations, and community activities. Such vantage points render multiple
and, equally important, conflicting voices in the past. Recent scholarship has been incorpo-
rated in every chapter of the book.

I even posit my own revisionist interpretation in chapters 19, 20, and 21, the trilogy of
chapters that cover the long struggle for equality from the 1930s to mid-1970s. Historians
have traditionally identified those decades as marked by four types of activism: lawyer activ-
ism in courts and legislatures; worker protest through labor unions; grassroots mass
nonviolent direct action for integration and voting rights; and black power in various forms
that ranged from revolution to cultural identity to mayoral office. I identified those four
types of activism in the ninth edition. However, in the tenth edition I depart from that
model and add knowledge-oriented, scholar activism as a distinct fifth form that operated
at times independently, though more often in concert with the others.

Equally new, I have adopted a different theme—“the turns in history”—to describe the tenth
edition’s organizing principle. Each turn represents a vibrant new intellectual trend and subfield
in the larger discipline of history. This emphasis is unique, because it represents the opportunity
to focus on influential directions recently taken by historians. The tenth edition of From Slavery

XV
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PREFACE

to Freedom heightens our awareness of four new directions in interpreting the past: the environ-
mental turn, spatial turn, carceral turn, and transnational turn.

Environmental history appears in the book’s first chapter. The study of ancestral Africa
reveals the influence of climate and other environmental factors over many centuries. Painted
and carved images on boulders, cliffs, and in caves in the Sahara Desert, date back thousands
of years and testify to pastoral societies in areas that experienced progressively decreasing
rainfall and later became completely arid. A number of chapters connect environmental and
spatial history, while telling stories that differ over time and place. Their common thread
relates to racialized spaces that signal inequality. Whether in southern slavery or in New
South cities, or whether in Warren County, North Carolina in the 1980s or in Flint, Michigan
in the second decade of the twenty-first century, African Americans daily experienced and
strove to combat place-based health problems and challenging social ills.

The carceral turn, which focuses on mass incarceration and racial criminalization, has
produced a burgeoning field of study. Thus, carceral history appears in From Slavery to
Freedom. The tenth edition illuminates the rise of mass incarceration in the late twentieth
century into the twenty-first century; it also calls attention to the imprisonment of large
numbers of black men, women, and children in the southern states a century earlier, when
Jim Crow laws and racist ideas fueled the system of convict leasing with a new type of
bound labor, which in turn funneled revenue into state governments. The transnational turn
calls attention to political, social, and cultural movements that cross nations and continents,
and should be easily appreciated in our contemporary world of global networking and shar-
ing of videos and music. The tenth edition explores transnational history from several
perspectives, including abolitionism in the pre-Civil War era, Garveyism in the 1920s, and
hip-hop in the present.

Finally, the cover of From Slavery to Freedom’s tenth edition features the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Memorial, while the last chapter of the book contains the section “Monuments
to History.” It is fitting that the powerful sculpture of King stands in a pose with his arms
crossed and his eyes focused, as if pondering the book’s title. As if once again from the
mountaintop view that he depicted in his very last speech on April 3, 1968, King appears
to be measuring the Promised Land of freedom and, like us, to be pondering the ambigui-
ties of our time.

Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham
Harvard University
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FROM SLAVERY TO FREEDOM

f the antiquity of the Negro there can be no doubt,” George Washington Williams

wrote confidently in his two-volume History of the Negro Race in America (1883). His
emphasis on Africa as the ancestral homeland of black Americans stood prominently within
a black literary tradition of poems, theological essays, and historical narratives dating from
the eighteenth century. Noting the presence of African people at the “first dawn of history,”
Williams spoke of ancient African civilizations much like the white educated elite spoke of
the greatness of Rome and Greece. “Before Romulus founded Rome,” Williams proclaimed,
“before Homer sang, when Greece was in its infancy, and the world quite young, ‘hoary
Meroe’ [in present-day Sudan] was the chief city of the Negroes along the Nile.” With a
divinity degree from Newton Theological Institution, Williams sought to vindicate his racial
heritage as did other late nineteenth-century trained African American Protestant clergy
who mined biblical and classical Greco-Roman texts for their comments on the ancient Afri-
can kingdoms of Egypt, Ethiopia, Kush, Nubia, and Meroe. Such texts served as the basis for
writing books that countered racist images of a continent devoid of civilization, govern-
ments, and culture.

Because of his professed commitment to objectivity and his extensive use of footnotes
and quoted original sources, Williams is considered the first serious historian of the African
American experience. Writing in the 1880s, the erudite Williams benefited from the new facts
and findings to emerge during the nineteenth century. Archaeological discoveries and travel
accounts broadened his knowledge of Africa, making it possible for him to write about West
African kingdoms, as well as previously unknown western and southern states. He described
cities, rivers, armies, and even languages. He stated in the preface to his massive study that
“whatever science has added, I have appropriated.”

Today, social scientists and natural scientists have much to say about the African
past. Archeological, environmental, linguistic, and genomic studies have played a note-
worthy role in overturning the once-popular notion of Africa as the “Dark Continent,”
meaning without a known or knowable history. Genomic scientists largely agree that
humans started their evolutionary journey in Africa several million years ago and from
there migrated to different parts of the earth. Given that centuries of New World enslave-
ment closed off personal hereditary knowledge of a specific ethnic lineage in Africa, it
is no less than astounding that genomic sequencing now makes possible the ability to
find one’s roots. Equally fascinating is the cultural and social legacy of “new” African
Americans, specifically, the successive generations of persons born of immigrants who
came to the United States from every part of Africa and its diaspora during the twentieth
century and particularly since the mid-1960s. They comprise an integral part of the con-
tributions of African-descended people to the history of this nation and world, the most
notable example being Barack Obama of Kenyan ancestry, the forty-fourth president of
the United States.

An Ancient Land and People

More than three times the size of the U.S. mainland, the African continent has histori-
cally encompassed a vast range of peoples and environmental conditions. Most of the con-
tinent lies within the tropics, in what environmental historians and climatologists call the
intertropical convergence zone. Ecological perspectives, meaning insight into the ways peo-
ple adapt to their changing environment, call attention to the influence of climate and
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CHAPTER 1 ANCESTRAL AFRICA

other environmental factors over many centu-
ries. Only the northern and southern tips of
Africa have a moderate, Mediterranean cli-
mate. In West Africa, from which the majority
of persons in the Atlantic slave trade came,
various ecological zones are distinguishable,
so that (moving from north to south) the
Sahara produced salt; the Sahel, livestock; the
Savannah, cereals; and the forest region, gold
and kola. This ecological diversity affected
social development in meaningful ways.
Domesticated cattle, for example, spread along
regions that were free of the tsetse fly—the
insect that spreads trypanosomiasis, which
kills cattle. The development of cattle keeping I Chad cave paintings

and other forms of pastoralism occurred then

in the savannah grasslands in the southern

Sahara and the plateaus of eastern and Southern Africa.

The southern Sahara, though today a desert, was once covered in savannah grasslands
that supported cattle raising. Rich concentrations of rock art, the painted and carved
images on boulders and cliffs in the Sahara desert, date back
several thousand years and testify to pastoral societies in areas
that are now completely arid. Between 300 B.C.E. (Before the
Common Era) and 1500 c.e. (Common Era), the Sahara region experienced progres-
sively drier periods, a process known as desertification. Although interrupted by occa-
sional wet periods, human adaptation to the desert’s southward expansion resulted in
the cultivation of drought tolerant crops, such as millet and sorghum. Desertification led
eventually to the introduction of camels in place of cattle herding in the northern Sahel
regions and to new trade networks and other sociocultural, political, and economic pat-
terns. Indeed climate shifts and changing terrain over millennia provide the backdrop
against which occurred migrations, agricultural innovation, metallurgy (the development
of iron and copper smelting), urban settlement, and state formation. A significant body
of writings in Arabic by Islamic geographers, cartographers, historians, and travelers in
West Africa confirm the impact of desertification. Spanning the ninth through fourteenth
centuries, the travel narratives of geographers such as Al-Bakri, Al-Idrisi, and Ibn Battuta
provide a window onto the landscape, climate, social structures, and culture. Their first-
hand accounts of their visits to trading centers along the trans-Saharan caravan route
describe far wetter conditions than the dry, unlivable desert conditions in some of those
same places today.

Africa has about two thousand languages, which can be classified into four very differ-
ent linguistic groups: Koisan in southern Africa; Afro-Asiatic in northern Africa; Nilo-
Saharan in north-central Africa; and Niger-Congo in equatorial
and southern Africa. Through ancient patterns of migration,
assimilation, and adaptation, each of these groups spread their respective languages and
culture. The native languages of most African peoples belong to the Niger-Congo linguis-
tic group, which comprises more than 1,400 different languages, with the majority of

Franz Aberham/Getty Images
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Iron Technology

them (more than five hundred) being Bantu. Contemporary scholarship explains the
Bantu-linguistic preponderance by positing that in approximately 2000 B.C.E. Bantu-
speaking farmers in what is today eastern Nigeria and southern Cameroon began a series
of many intermittent advances on foot along two regional paths: one to the south into
Central Africa and the other into eastern and southeastern Africa, altogether encompass-
ing the modern nations of the Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi,
and portions of Tanzania, and Kenya. Unlike the older Bantu-migration thesis that tended
to portray a relatively rapid and continuous movement of a few homogeneous groups
along the two paths, the dispersion thesis portrays many centuries of discontinuous move-
ments by smaller groups on foot through rainforests and savannahs in search of new and
fertile land to farm. Researchers in genomics, historical linguistics, and archaeology add
to the historical record by offering a considerably more complex and nuanced version of
Bantu speakers’ encounters and interactions with the indigenous inhabitants of the new
territories they entered. Their multidisciplinary findings underscore long-term migratory
patterns for interpreting local diffusion of the Bantu language, similarities, and regional
differences in the appearance of specific words among Bantu speakers, genetic intermix-
ing, and agricultural innovation, such as cattle keeping and millet production in eastern
and southern Africa. Not until the mid-twentieth century did archaeological methods of
radiocarbon dating confirm the indigenous African origins of iron technology. Good-
quality steel was produced by Africans as early as 600 B.C.E. in the Sahara desert fringe,
an area today called the Jos Plateau of northern Nigeria. The iron findings, which included
knife and ax blades, arrows, and fragments from an iron-smelting furnace wall, refute
claims that iron smelting was introduced to Africa from an external, nonblack civiliza-
tion. A preheating device, called a tuyére, which blasts hot air into a fiery fur-
nace, has been shown to be indigenous to Africa and distinctively different
from contemporaneous European techniques. In African societies, iron working was a
highly skilled craft, one that conferred status and prestige and was usually limited to mem-
bers of a particular lineage or social group. Indeed, ironworkers were often thought to
possess magical-religious powers. In the Yoruba culture, the deity Ogun was believed to be
the god of iron.

The ancient Nok people of the Jos Plateau have been identified by archeologists as an
early iron-age society. Excavation sites in this region at Taruga and Samun Dukiya suggest
that, as early as 500 B.C.E., the Nok lived in organized, permanent settlements that were
centers of both agriculture and iron work. Numerous stone axes and iron instruments used
by the Nok have been excavated, as well as beautiful terracotta figures and pottery from this
early period.

Nok terracotta figures, first unearthed in 1943 during tin mining operations on the Jos
Plateau between the Niger and Benue rivers in Nigeria, are the most ancient extant examples
of figurative African sculpture, as well as the oldest evidence of advanced, organized soci-
ety in sub-Saharan Africa. Employing modern technologies such as thermo-luminescence
testing and radiocarbon dating, scientists date the Nok figures from 500 B.C.E. to 200 C.E.
Fabricated from local clay, often mixed with gravel and fired in kilns, the terracotta Nok
works are generally hollow human or animal figures of coil construction. Nok animal fig-
urines are relatively realistic, whereas the portrait sculptures reveal an impressive degree
of stylization. Most surviving Nok pieces are heads that were once part of full-body figures.
The heads appear disproportionately large, with facial features that include triangular-shaped
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