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Preface

XX

Criminal Law for the Criminal Justice Professional, fourth edition, presents a com-
plete basic introduction to the substance of those rules and laws that comprise the
fabric of the criminal justice system in the United States. This book, like the third
edition, describes the structure of the system, the theories underlying criminal re-
sponsibility, and the elements of specific crimes. The general principles that mo-
tivate the lawmakers have not changed since the development of Anglo-American
criminal law, although legislative detail and focus have varied.

This new edition takes into account the shifts in emphasis of the lawmakers
and courts in the development of American criminal law in the global political, eco-
nomic, and social climate of the twenty-first century. Straightforward yet analytical,
the book aims at delivering to students a timely overview of the state of American
criminal law. The book is designed primarily for undergraduates enrolled in basic
criminal law classes for Criminal Justice students.

¢l¢ Highlights of the Fourth Edition

Some of the highlights of the fourth edition of Criminal Law for the Criminal Justice
Professional are as follows:

e Chapter 1, provides an easy-to-follow introduction to the American criminal
justice system.

® Chapter 2, provides a succinct overview of those principles that limit the
legislatures and courts in defining criminal restrictions, with a survey of
specific constitutional provisions and how they function.

e Chapters 3 through 6 present the basic principles of criminal responsibility,
the elements of crimes, definitions of parties to crimes, explanation of incomplete
crimes, and defenses to crimes. Basic criminal justice theory that has remained
relevant over the decades is discussed in these chapters, with classic explanations
and examples.

e Chapter 7 on punishment and sentencing concisely discusses the theories of
punishment and the current state of the evolving American law of sentencing.
In recent years, no other area of the law has changed so much, especially in the
arena of sentencing guidelines and capital punishment.

e Chapters 8 through 11 present clear and concise definitions of specific crimes
of homicide, other crimes against persons, crimes against habitation, and
crimes against property, relating the elements of each crime by subject area.
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The fundamentalist approach to cataloging elements and updating where
appropriate makes the coverage of the subjects complete yet user-friendly.

Chapters 12 through 16 concisely cover the specialty areas of white-collar
crimes; crimes against public order, safety, and morality; drug- and alcohol-
related crimes; crimes against the administration of justice; and organized
crime, gangs, and terrorism.

¢le Features

A number of learning tools are included to make the text easier to teach and, for
students, easier to learn, enlivening the material with practical, concrete examples
and applications.

Chapter Objectives that begin each chapter challenge, encourage, and alert students
to the major concepts that follow. Next is a Chapter Outline of the major chapter
headings, allowing students to preview at a glance the material to be covered.

The Summary by Chapter Objectives concluding each chapter provides general
answers to questions posed by the objectives, an invaluable tool for students
who need summation and reinforcement of each chapter’s main points.

Key terms are highlighted in the margins, boldfaced in the text, listed at the end
of the chapter, and defined in a comprehensive Glossary at the end of the book.

Application Case boxes present brief descriptions of important cases pertinent
to the text.

On the Job boxes describe employment opportunities related to the subjects
discussed in the chapters.

Web Exploration boxes point to websites relevant to surrounding topics and
contain questions that invite further study.

The Critical Thinking feature—questions for students that ask them to reflect on
important concepts and theories—concludes the main sections of each chapter.
End-of-chapter Review Questions stimulate class discussion.

Problem-Solving Exercises, Workplace Applications, and Ethics Exercises
pertain to workplace issues, highlight major principles from the chapters, and
enable students to begin applying what they’ve learned.

Mc ®
Graw

Hill

Education

The fourth edition of Criminal Law for the Criminal Justice Professional, is now
available online with Connect, McGraw-Hill Education’s integrated assignment
and assessment platform. Connect also offers SmartBook for the new edition,
which is the first adaptive reading experience proven to improve grades and help
students study more effectively. All of the title’s website and ancillary content is
also available through Connect, including:

A full Test Bank of multiple choice questions that test students on central
concepts and ideas in each chapter.

xxi
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More students earn A’s and
B's when they use McGraw-Hill
Education Adaptive products.

SmartBook®

Proven to help students improve grades and study
more efficiently, SmartBook contains the same
content within the print book, but actively tailors that
content to the needs of the individual. SmartBook’s
adaptive technology provides precise, personalized
instruction on what the student should do next,
guiding the student to master and remember key
concepts, targeting gaps in knowledge and offering
customized feedback, and driving the student toward
comprehension and retention of the subject matter.
Available on tablets, SmartBook puts learning at the
student’s fingertips—anywhere, anytime.

Over 8 billion questions have been
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Education products more intelligent,

reliable, and precise.
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SmartBook over print alone.

of students reported that
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e An Instructor’s Manual for each chapter with full chapter outlines, sample test
questions, and discussion topics.

e [ ecture Slides for instructor use in class.
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