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hree distinctive features of The Western Heritage put special focus on topics, artifacts, and text-based primary sources
that offer historical accounts of how material artifacts represent a culture and its time.
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Preface

The Western Heritage have produced significant changes

that present new and serious challenges to the West and
the rest of the world. The most striking of these changes is in the
economy. In 2008, a serious financial crisis produced a deep re-
cession that diminished the widespread economic growth and
prosperity of the West and much of the world and threatened
to produce the political instability that usually accompanies
economic upheaval. By 2012, the European Union, long an eco-
nomic powerhouse, felt the threat to its currency and the sol-
vency of its weaker members. The United States also suffered
a severe setback, and the recovery from its recession was the
slowest in decades. After a decade of slow growth and mixed
results from attempts at fiscal austerity and loose monetary pol-
icy, the global economy appears to be returning to expansion.

In the realms of international relations and politics, the
United States and its European friends and allies pursued mixed
policies. The war in Iraq, which some had thought lost, took a
turn in 2008 when the Americans changed their approach by
introducing a sharply increased military force, popularly called
“the surge,” and a new counter-insurgence strategy. It was so
successful that the western allies chose to withdraw their com-
bat troops and leave the remaining fighting to the new Iraqi
government. With fewer troops and a less clear commitment,
the Americans undertook a similar “surge” in Afghanistan. The
effort met with considerable success, but the prospect of contin-
ued fighting and diminishing support by the engaged Western
powers left the future of their efforts to clear the region of ter-
rorist bases uncertain. The reduced commitment of American
forces led to the rise of new waves of threats from terrorism in
the form of militant organizations such as the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant and in protracted war in Syria.

New challenges arose in still another area involving impor-
tant Western interests: North Africa and the Middle East. Insur-
rections against well-established autocracies in Libya and Egypt
drew support in different degrees from members of NATO. Both
nations succeeded in removing dictatorial rulers, but the char-
acter of the new regimes and their relationship with the West
remains uncertain. The war in Syria and the migration crisis it
has fueled add to these difficulties.

The authors of this volume continue to believe that the heri-
tage of Western civilization remains a major point of departure for
understanding and defining the challenges of our time. The spread
of its interests and influence throughout the world has made the
West a crucial part of the world’s economy and a major player on
the international scene. This book aims to introduce its readers
to the Western heritage so that they may be better-informed and
more culturally sensitive citizens of the increasingly troubled and
challenging global age.

Since The Western Heritage first appeared, we have sought
to provide our readers with a work that does justice to the rich-
ness and variety of Western civilization and its many complexi-
ties. We hope that such an understanding of the West will foster
lively debate about its character, values, institutions, and global
influence. Indeed, we believe such a critical outlook on their
own culture has characterized the peoples of the West since the
dawn of history. Through such debates we define ourselves and

T I The years since the publication of the eleventh edition of

the values of our culture. Consequently, we welcome the debate
and hope that The Western Heritage can help foster an informed
discussion through its history of the West’s strengths and weak-
nesses and the controversies surrounding Western history.

We also believe that any course addressing the experience of
the West must also look beyond its historical European borders.
Students reading this book come from a wide variety of cultures
and experiences. They live in a world of highly interconnected
economies and instant communication between cultures. In this
emerging multicultural society, it seems both appropriate and
necessary to recognize how Western civilization has interacted
with other cultures throughout its history, both influencing and
being influenced by them. For this reason, there is a chapter that
focuses on the nineteenth-century European age of imperial-
ism. Further examples of Western interaction with other parts
of the world, such as with Islam, appear throughout the text. To
further highlight the theme of cultural interaction, The Western
Heritage includes a series of comparative essays, “The West and
the World,” which fall at the end of every part.

What Is the Western Heritage?

This book invites students and instructors to explore the West-
ern heritage. What is that heritage? The Western heritage
emerges from an evolved and evolving story of human actions
and interactions, peaceful and violent, that arose in the eastern
Mediterranean, then spread across the western Mediterranean
into northern Europe, and eventually to the American conti-
nents, and in their broadest impact, to the peoples of Africa and
Asia as well.

The Western heritage as a distinct portion of world history
descends from the ancient Greeks. They saw their own political
life based on open discussion of law and policy as different from
that of Mesopotamia, Persia, and Egypt, where kings ruled without
regard to public opinion. The Greeks invented the concept of citizen-
ship, defining it as engagement in some form of self-government.
Furthermore, through their literature and philosophy, the Greeks
established the conviction that became characteristic of the West, that
reason can shape and analyze physical nature, politics, and morality.

The city of Rome, spreading its authority through military
conquest across the Mediterranean world, embraced Greek litera-
ture and philosophy. Through their conquests and imposition of
their law, the Romans created the Western world as a vast empire
stretching from Egypt and Syria in the east to Britain in the west.
Although the Roman Republic, governed by a senate and popular
political institutions, gave way after civil wars to the autocratic
rule of the Roman Empire, the idea of a free republic of engaged
citizens governed by public law and constitutional arrangements
limiting political authority survived centuries of arbitrary rule by
emperors. As in the rest of the world, the Greeks, the Romans, and
virtually all other ancient peoples excluded women and slaves
from political life and tolerated considerable social inequality.

In the early fourth century c.E., the emperor Constantine
reorganized the Roman Empire in two fundamental ways that
reshaped the West. First, he moved the imperial capital from
Rome to Constantinople (Istanbul), establishing separate emper-
ors in the east and west. Thereafter, large portions of the Western
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empire became subject to the rulers of Germanic tribes. In the
confusion of these times, most of the texts embodying ancient
philosophy, literature, and history became lost in the West, and
for centuries Western Europeans were intellectually severed from
that ancient heritage, which would later be recovered in a series of
renaissances, or cultural rebirths, beginning in the eighth century.

Constantine’s second fateful major reshaping of the West
was his recognition of Christianity as the official religion of the
empire. Christianity had grown out of the ancient monotheistic
religion of the Hebrew people living in ancient Palestine. With
the ministry of Jesus of Nazareth and the spread of his teachings
by the Apostle Paul, Christianity had established itself as one of
many religions in the empire. Because Christianity was mono-
theistic, Constantine’s official embrace of it led to the eradica-
tion of pagan polytheism. Thereafter, the West became more or
less coterminous with Latin Christianity, or that portion of the
Christian church acknowledging the Bishop of Rome as its head.

As the emperors’ rule broke down, bishops became the
effective political rulers in many parts of Western Europe. But the
Christian church in the West never governed without negotiation
or conflict with secular rulers, and religious law never replaced
secular law. Nor could secular rulers govern if they ignored the
influence of the church. Hence from the fourth century c.E. to the
present day, rival claims to political and moral authority between
ecclesiastical and political officials have characterized the West.

In the seventh century the Christian West faced a new chal-
lenge from the rise of Islam. This new monotheistic religion origi-
nating in the teachings of the prophet Muhammad arose on the
Arabian Peninsula and spread through rapid conquests across
North Africa and eventually into Spain, turning the Mediterranean
into what one historian has termed “a Muslim lake.” Between the
eleventh and thirteenth centuries, Christians attempted to reclaim
the Holy Land from Muslim control in church-inspired military
Crusades that still resonate negatively in the Islamic world.

It was, however, in the Muslim world that most of the texts
of ancient Greek and Latin learning survived and were studied,
while intellectual life languished in the West. Commencing in
the twelfth century, knowledge of those texts began to work its
way back into Western Europe. By the fourteenth century, Euro-
pean thinkers redefined themselves and their intellectual ambi-
tions by recovering the literature and science from the ancient
world, reuniting Europe with its Greco-Roman past.

From the twelfth through the eighteenth centuries, a new
European political system slowly arose, based on centralized
monarchies characterized by large armies, navies, and bureaucra-
cies loyal to the monarch, and by the capacity to raise revenues.
Whatever the personal ambitions of individual rulers, for the
most part these monarchies recognized both the political role of
local or national assemblies drawn from the propertied elites and
the binding power of constitutional law on themselves. Also, in
each of these monarchies, church officials and church law played
important roles in public life. The monarchies, their military, and
their expanding commercial economies became the basis for the
extension of European and Western influence around the globe.

In the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries, two trans-
forming events occurred. The firs t was the European discovery
and conquest of the American continents, thus opening the Amer-
icas to Western institutions, religion, and economic exploitation.
Over time, the labor shortages of the Americas led to the forced
migration of millions of Africans as slaves to the New World. By
the mid-seventeenth century, the West consequently embraced
the entire transatlantic world and its multiracial societies.

Second, shortly after the American encounter, a religious
schism erupted within Latin Christianity. Reformers rejecting both
many medieval Christian doctrines as unbiblical and the primacy

of the pope in Rome established Protestant churches across much
of northern Europe. As a consequence, for almost two centuries
religious warfare between Protestants and Roman Catholics over-
whelmed the continent as monarchies chose to defend one side or
the other. This religious turmoil meant that the Europeans who
conquered and settled the Americas carried with them particularly
energized religious convictions, with Roman Catholics dominating
Latin America, and English Protestants most of North America.

By the late eighteenth century, the idea of the West denoted a
culture increasingly dominated by two new forces. First, science
arising from a new understanding of nature achieved during the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries persuaded growing numbers
of the educated elite that human beings can rationally master nature
for ever-expanding productive purposes improving the health and
well-being of humankind. From this era to the present, the West
has been associated with advances in technology, medicine, and
scientific research. Second, during the eighteenth century, a drive
for economic improvement that vastly increased agricultural pro-
duction and then industrial manufacturing transformed economic
life, especially in Western Europe and later the United States. Both
of these economic developments went hand in hand with urbaniza-
tion and the movement of the industrial economy into cities where
the new urban populations experienced major social dislocation.

During these decades, certain West European elites came to
regard advances in agricultural and manufacturing economies that
were based on science and tied to commercial expansion as “civi-
lized” in contrast to cultures that lacked those characteristics. From
these ideas emerged the concept of “Western Civilization” defined
to suggest that peoples dwelling outside Europe or inside Europe
east of the Elbe River were less than civilized. Whereas Europeans
had once defined themselves against the rest of the world as free
citizens and then later as Christians, they now defined themselves
as “civilized.” Europeans would carry this self-assured superiority
into their nineteenth- and early twentieth-century encounters with
the peoples of Asia, Africa, and the Pacific.

During the last quarter of the eighteenth century, political
revolution erupted across the transatlantic world. The British
colonies of North America revolted. Then revolution occurred
in France and spread across much of Europe. From 1791 through
1830, the Wars of Independence liberated Latin America from
its European conquerors. These revolutions created bold new
modes of political life, rooting the legitimacy of the state in some
form of popular government and generally written constitutions.
Thereafter, despite the presence of authoritarian governments
on the European continent, the idea of the West, now includ-
ing the new republics of the United States and Latin America,
became associated with liberal democratic governments.

Furthermore, during the nineteenth century, most major Euro-
pean states came to identify themselves in terms of nationality—
language, history, and ethnicity—rather than loyalty to a monarch.
Nationalism eventually inflamed popular opinion and unloosed
unprecedented political ambition by European governments.

These ambitions led to imperialism and the creation of new
overseas European empires in the late nineteenth century. For the
peoples living in European-administered Asian and African colo-
nies, the idea and reality of the West embodied foreign domina-
tion and often disadvantageous involvement in a world economy.
When in 1945 the close of World War II led to a sharp decline in
European imperial authority, colonial peoples around the globe
challenged that authority and gained independence. These for-
mer colonial peoples, however, often still suspected the West of
seeking to control them. Hence, anticolonialism, like colonialism
before it, redefined definitions of the West far from its borders.

Late nineteenth-century nationalism and imperialism also
unleashed with World War I in 1914 unprecedented military



hostilities among European nations that spread around the
globe, followed a quarter-century later by an even greater world
war. As one result of World War I, revolution occurred in Russia
with the establishment of the Communist Soviet Union. During
the interwar years a Fascist Party seized power in Italy and a
Nazi Party took control of Germany. In response to these new
authoritarian regimes, West European powers and the United
States identified themselves with liberal democratic constitution-
alism, individual freedom, commercial capitalism, science and
learning freely pursued, and religious liberty, all of which they
defined as the Western heritage. During the Cold War, conceived
of as an East versus West, democratic versus Communist struggle
that concluded with the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, the
Western powers led by the United States continued to embrace
those values in conscious opposition to the Soviet government,
which since 1945 had also dominated much of Eastern Europe.

Since 1991 the West has again become redefined in the
minds of many people as a world political and economic order
dominated by the United States. Europe clearly remains the
West, but political leadership has moved to North America.
That American domination and recent American foreign policy
have led throughout the West and elsewhere to much criticism
of the United States.

Such self-criticism itself embodies one of the most important
and persistent parts of the Western heritage. From the Hebrew
prophets and Socrates to the critics of European imperialism,
American foreign policy, social inequality, and environmental
devastation, voices in the West have again and again been raised
to criticize often in the most strident manner the policies of West-
ern governments and the thought, values, social conditions, and
inequalities of Western societies.

Consequently, we study the Western heritage not because
the subject always or even primarily presents an admirable pic-
ture, but because the study of the Western heritage, like the study
of all history, calls us to an integrity of research, observation, and
analysis that clarifies our minds and challenges our moral sensi-
bilities. The challenge of history is the challenge of thinking, and
it is to that challenge that this book invites its readers.

Content Highlights

In this edition, as in past editions, our goal has been to present
Western civilization fairly, accurately, and in a way that does
justice to this great, diverse legacy of human enterprise. His-
tory has many facets, no single one of which can alone account
for the others. Any attempt to tell the story of the West from a
single overarching perspective, no matter how timely, is bound
to neglect or suppress some important parts of this story. Like
all other authors of introductory texts, we have had to make
choices, but we have attempted to provide the broadest possible
introduction to Western civilization.

Goals of the Text

Our primary goal has been to present a strong, clear, narrative
account of the central developments in Western history. We have
also sought to call attention to certain critical themes:

e The capacity of Western civilization, from the time of
the Greeks to the present, to transform itself through
self-criticism.

¢ The development in the West of political freedom, consti-
tutional government, and concern for the rule of law and
individual rights.

¢ The shifting relations among religion, society, and the state.
* The development of science and technology and their
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expanding impact on Western thought, social institutions,
and everyday life.

e The major religious and intellectual currents that have
shaped Western culture.

We believe that these themes have been fundamental in Western
civilization, shaping the past and exerting a continuing influ-
ence on the present.

Flexible Presentation

The Western Heritage is designed to accommodate a variety of
approaches to a course in Western civilization, allowing instructors
to stress what is most important to them. Some instructors will ask
students to read all the chapters. Others will select from among
them to reinforce assigned readings and lectures. We believe the
“Compare and Connect” documents, as well as the “Encounter-
ing the Past,” and “A Closer Look” features may also be adopted
selectively by instructors for purposes of classroom presentation
and debate and as the basis for short written assignments.

Integrated Social, Cultural, and Political History

The Western Heritage provides one of the richest accounts of the
social history of the West available today, with strong coverage
of family life, the changing roles of women, and the place of
the family in relation to broader economic, political, and social
developments. This coverage reflects the explosive growth in
social historical research in the past half-century, which has
enriched virtually all areas of historical study.

We have also been told repeatedly by instructors that no
matter what their own historical specialization, they believe that
a political narrative gives students an effective tool to begin to
understand the past. Consequently, we have sought to integrate
such a strong political narrative with our treatment of the social,
cultural, and intellectual factors in Western history.

We also believe that religious faith and religious institutions
have been fundamental to the development of the West. No other
survey text presents so full an account of the religious and intel-
lectual development of the West. People may be political and
social beings, but they are also reasoning and spiritual beings.
What they think and believe are among the most important things
we can know about them. Their ideas about God, society, law,
gender, human nature, and the physical world have changed over
the centuries and continue to change. We cannot fully grasp our
own approach to the world without understanding the religious
and intellectual currents of the past and how they have influenced
our thoughts and conceptual categories. We seek to recognize the
impact of religion in the expansion of the West, including the set-
tlement of the Americas in the sixteenth century and the role of
missionaries in nineteenth-century Western imperialism.

Clarity and Accessibility

Good narrative history requires clear, vigorous prose. As with
earlier editions, we have paid careful attention to our writing,
subjecting every paragraph to critical scrutiny. Our goal has been
to make the history of the West accessible to students without
compromising vocabulary or conceptual level. We hope this
effort will benefit both instructors and students.

A Note on Dates and Transliterations

This edition of The Western Heritage continues the practice of
using B.C.E. (before the common era) and c.E. (common era)
instead of B.c. (before Christ) and A.p. (anno Domini, in the
year of our Lord) to designate dates. We also follow the most
accurate currently accepted English transliterations of Arabic
words. For example, today Koran has been replaced by the more
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accurate Qur’an; similarly Muhammad is preferable to Moham-
med and Muslim to Moslem.

New to This Edition

Here are just some of the changes, updates, and refinements that
can be found throughout this new edition of The Western Heritage.

Improved Structure

To improve narrative structure and accessibility, chapters have
been divided, wherever pertinent, into shorter subsections. Each
new subsection carries its own heading, designed to reach readers
and draw them in, in addition to aiding them in the skimming and
scanning of pages for relevant information and insights. Explicit
attention, also, has been paid to shortening passages for clarity.

New Illustrations

Images of historical figures, events, objects, sites, and period art
and architecture can be as striking and informative as the ideas
they represent. Over a third of the more than 200 images in The
Western Heritage are new to this edition.

New Key Terms
To encourage and facilitate comprehension and review, each chap-
ter now ends with an expanded list of key terms and definitions.

New Content

Every opportunity to provide additional context for shifts in
the evolving story of human actions and interactions within the
larger history of Western civilization has been energetically pur-
sued. For example, in Chapter 29, the section on the resurgence of
Russia under Putin has been expanded to include the invasions
of Crimea and Ukraine. New content about the rise of ISIS, as
well as the Arab Spring protests, has been added. In Chapter 30,
the section on the papacy since the death of John Paul I has been
updated with relevant details. New material on recent develop-
ments in the European Union, including the migration crisis and
Brexit, and on changes marking the start of the Trump presidency
has been written. Also new to this edition is an exploration of the
future of renewable energy.

In particular, new content has been written for many of our
popular “Compare and Connect” and “Encountering the Past”
sidebars—all in the service of good storytelling—to make them
even more responsive to students’” interests:

Chapter 13—Compare and Connect: The World Turned
Upside Down

Chapter 14—Encountering the Past: The Science of Healthy
Eating

Chapter 15—Encountering the Past: Brewing Becomes a
Man’s Profession

Chapter 18—Compare and Connect: What Did the National
Assembly Accomplish?

Chapter 18—Encountering the Past: “La Marseillaise”

Chapter 21—Compare and Connect: From Republic
to Empire, Again

Chapter 21—Encountering the Past: Opera and Italian

Nationalism

Chapter 24—Compare and Connect: Charles Darwin’s
Christian Critics

Chapter 25—Encountering the Past: Hiram Maxim and
the Maxim Gun

Chapter 26—Compare and Connect: War Poets on the
Western Front

Chapter 29—Encountering the Past: Blood in the Water

Streamlined Timelines

The histories of key events, publications, dates, campaigns, and
dynasties rendered as timelines in The Western Heritage have
been judiciously edited to cover only the essentials.

Revel™ for The Western Heritage

Revel is an interactive learning environment that deeply engages
students and prepares them for class. Media and assessment
integrated directly within the authors” narrative lets students
read, explore interactive content, and practice in one continu-
ous learning path. Thanks to the dynamic reading experience
in Revel, students come to class prepared to discuss, apply, and
learn from instructors and from each other.

Learn more about Revel

www.pearson.com/revel

In Revel, The Western Heritage expresses many of the forms that
make digital publishing dynamic, interactive, and better than print.

History 360 Experiences

Embedded History 360 experiences allow students to learn
about history through the exploration of historical sites, includ-
ing Isaac Newton’s Woolsthorpe Manor, the Palace of Versailles,
nineteenth-century Paris, Auschwitz, Red Square, Chernoby],
and the Calais refugee camp. Each immersive experience com-
bines 360-degree photographs and videos with sound, images,
and text to help bring the past to life.

Artifacts as Evidence Videos

Created in partnership with the British Museum, the Imperial
War Museums, the Smithsonian Institution, and the Victoria and
Albert Museum, these videos focus on a wide range of unique
artifacts that explain and illuminate the Western heritage.

Interactive Maps

Custom-built interactive maps and diagrams, with clickable
layers, panning and zooming, rollover annotations, storytelling
progressions, and related functionality provide students with
multiple ways of engaging with visual content.

Source Collections

An end-of-chapter source collection includes a selection of pri-
mary source documents relevant to chapter content. Each docu-
ment includes header notes, questions, and audio. Students can
highlight and make notes on the documents.

Integrated Writing Opportunities

To help students reason more logically and write more clearly,
each chapter of The Western Heritage offers varieties of writing
prompts to elicit opinions and feedback, confirm knowledge
and understanding, engage in historical analysis, and produce
evidence-based arguments.

e Journal Prompts—Interspersed throughout chapters, journal
prompts are designed to obtain free-form responses from
students on topics that address each chapter’s focus ques-
tions as well as each “Compare and Connect” excerpted
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primary source, each “Closer Look” historical artifact, and
each “Encountering the Past” themed essay.

® Shared Writing Prompts—Found at the close of every
chapter, shared writing prompts encourage students to
consider multiple sides of issues by sharing their own
views and responding to each other’s viewpoints in
a structured discussion-board-type environment that
encourages critical thinking and collaboration.

e Essay Prompts—Focused on major themes in The Western
Heritage, essay prompts appear in Pearson’s Writing Space
and can be assigned and graded by instructors.

Integrated Assessments

Multiple-choice quizzes appear at the end of every major sec-
tion, allowing instructors and students to track progress and
get immediate feedback as they progress through chapters. At
the end of every chapter, lengthier quizzes measure the extent
to which students have achieved desired learning outcomes.

Tools for Review
Every chapter includes an array of useful tools that allow stu-
dents to check understanding and consolidate knowledge.

o The Chapter in Perspective—Chapter summaries encapsu-
late key chapter content, not only to aid review but also
to articulate what historians perceive as essential to the
study of the period.

e Learn the Key Terms—From Agricultural Revolution to Zion-
ism, more than 350 key terms central to the study of Western
civilization allow students to engage with the lexicon of
history.

* Browse the Media Galleries—Images and videos from the
chapter, arranged together in one end-of-chapter carousel,
form extensive digital collections of the photographic and
videographic content in The Western Heritage. Each gal-
lery reinforces comprehension and serves as an all-in-one
reminder of the people, events, topics, and policies visually
documented within the chapter.

Revel Combo Card
The Revel Combo Card provides an all-in-one access code and
loose-leaf print reference (delivered by mail).

Ancillary Instructional Materials

Make more time for your students with instructor resources that
offer effective learning assessments and classroom engagement.

Preface XxXix

Pearson’s partnership with educators does not end with the
delivery of course materials; Pearson is there with you on the
first day of class and beyond. A dedicated team of local Pearson
representatives will work with you to not only choose course
materials but also integrate them into your class and assess their
effectiveness. Our goal is your goal—to improve instruction
with each semester.

Pearson is pleased to offer the following resources to quali-
fied adopters of The Western Heritage. Several of these supple-
ments are available to instantly download on the Instructor
Resource Center (IRC); please visit the IRC at www.pearson-
highered.com/irc to register for access.

Test Bank

Evaluate learning at every level. Reviewed for clarity and accu-
racy, the Test Bank measures this book’s learning objectives with
multiple-choice, short-answer, and essay questions. The large
pool of multiple-choice questions for each chapter includes
factual, conceptual, and analytical questions, so that instruc-
tors may assess students on basic information as well as critical
thinking. You can easily customize the assessment to work in
any major learning management system and to match what is
covered in your course.

Pearson MyTest

This powerful assessment generation program includes all of
the questions in the Test Bank. Quizzes and exams can be easily
authored and saved online and then printed for classroom use, giv-
ing you ultimate flexibility to manage assessments anytime and
anywhere. To learn more, visit www.pearsonhighered.com/mytest.

Instructor’s Resource Manual

Create a comprehensive roadmap for teaching classroom, online,
or hybrid courses. Designed for new and experienced instruc-
tors, the Instructor’s Manual includes An Introduction to Revel
section that walks users through the Revel product using screen
shots that identify and explain the numerous Revel features,
chapter summaries, learning objectives, discussion questions,
lecture topics, Revel assessment questions, and information on
audiovisual resources that can be used in developing and pre-
paring lecture presentations.

PowerPoint Presentation

Make lectures more enriching for students. The PowerPoint
presentation includes a full lecture outline, photos, and figures
from the book. All PowerPoints are ADA compliant.


www.pearsonhighered.com/irc
www.pearsonhighered.com/irc
www.pearsonhighered.com/mytest
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Chapter 13

European State Consolidation
in the Seventeenth and
Eighteenth Centuries

PETER THE GREAT Peter the Great, hoping

to make Russia a military power modeled after
Western Europe, reorganized the country’s
political, social, and economic structures. He
also radically changed the relationship of the
Russian Church to the Russian state. During his
reign, Russia entered fully into European power
{ politics.

SOURCE: bpk, Bildagentur/Art Resource, NY
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What was the Dutch Golden Age, and what led to Development
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by England and France in the seventeenth century?
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13.3 Constitutional Crisis and Settlement in

Stuart England
How did conflicts over taxation and religion lead to
civil war in Stuart England?

13.4 Rise of Absolute Monarchy in France: The

World of Louis XIV
Why were efforts to establish absolute monarchy
successful in France but unsuccessful in England?

13.5 Central and Eastern Europe
What were the main characteristics that defined
the Polish, Austrian, and Prussian states in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries?

13.6 Russia Enters the European Political Arena
How did Peter the Great transform Russia into a
powerful, centralized nation?

The Chapter in Brief

BETWEEN THE EARLY seventeenth and the mid-twentieth
centuries, no region had dominated other parts of the world
politically, militarily, and economically as Europe had. This
was not the case before and would not be the case after
World War II. However, for approximately three and a
half centuries, Europe became the chief driving force in
one world historical development after another. This era
of European dominance, which appears quite temporary
in the larger scope of history, also coincided with a shift in
power within Europe itself from the Mediterranean, where
Spain and Portugal had taken the lead in the conquest and
early exploitation of the Americas, to the states of northwest
and later north-central Europe.

During the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries,
certain northern Europe states organized politically to dom-
inate Europe and later to influence and even govern other
large areas of the world through military and economic
strength. Even within northern Europe, there was a division
of influence among political states, with some successfully
establishing long-term dominance and others passing from
the scene after relatively brief periods of either military or
economic strength.

By the mid-eighteenth century, five major states had come
to dominate European politics and would continue to do so
until at least World War L. They were Great Britain, France,
Austria, Prussia, and Russia. Through their military strength,
economic development, and, in some cases, colonial empires,
they would affect virtually every other world civilization.
Within Europe, these states established their dominance at
the expense of Spain, Portugal, the United Provinces of the
Netherlands, Poland, Sweden, and the Ottoman Empire.
Equally essential to their rise was the weakness of the Holy
Roman Empire after the Peace of Westphalia in 1648.

In Western Europe, Britain and France emerged as the
dominant powers. This development represented a shift of
influence away from Spain and the United Netherlands.
Both of these countries had been powerful during the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, but they became
politically and militarily marginal during the eighteenth
century. Neither, however, disappeared from the map, and
both retained considerable economic vitality and influ-
ence. Spanish power declined after the War of the Spanish

Succession, but the case of the Netherlands was more
complicated.

13.1 The Netherlands:
Golden Age to
Decline

What was the Dutch Golden Age, and what led to its
decline?

The seven provinces that became the United Provinces of
the Netherlands emerged as a nation after revolting against
Spain in 1572. During the seventeenth century, the Dutch
engaged in a series of naval wars with England. Then, in
1672, the armies of Louis XIV invaded the Netherlands.
Prince William III of Orange (1650-1702), the grandson of
William the Silent (1533-1584) and the hereditary chief exec-
utive, or stadtholder, of Holland, the most important of the
provinces, rallied the Dutch and eventually led the entire
European coalition against France. As a part of that strategy,
he accepted the invitation of Protestant English aristocrats in
1688 to assume, along with his wife Mary, the English throne.

During both the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
the political and economic life of the Netherlands differed
from that of the rest of Europe. The other major nations
established strong central governments generally under
monarchies, as with France, or in the case of England, under
a strong parliamentary system. By contrast, the Netherlands
was formally a republic. Each of the provinces retained con-
siderable authority, and the central government, embodied
in the States General that met in The Hague, exercised its
authority through a kind of ongoing negotiation with the
provinces. Prosperous and populous Holland dominated
the States General.

The Dutch deeply distrusted monarchy and the ambi-
tions of the House of Orange. Nonetheless, when con-
fronted with major military challenges, the Dutch would
permit the House of Orange and, most notably, William IIT
to assume dominant leadership. These political arrange-
ments proved highly resilient and allowed the republic to
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establish itself permanently in the European state system
during the seventeenth century. When William died in 1702
and the wars with France ended in 1714, the Dutch reverted
to their republican structures.

Although the provinces making up the Netherlands
were traditionally identified with the Protestant cause in
Europe, toleration marked Dutch religious life. The Calvin-
ist Reformed Church was the official church of the nation,
but it was not an established church. There was always a
significant number of Roman Catholics and Protestants who
did not belong to the Reformed Church. The country also
became a haven for Jews. Consequently, while governments
in other European states attempted to impose a single reli-
gion on their people or tore themselves apart in religious
conflict, in the Netherlands people of differing religious
faiths lived together peacefully.

13.1.1 Urban Prosperity

Beyond the climate of religious toleration, what most
amazed seventeenth-century contemporaries about the
Dutch Republic was its economic prosperity. Its remark-
able economic achievement was built on the foundations
of high urban consolidation, transformed agriculture, exten-
sive trade and finance, and an overseas commercial empire.
In the Netherlands, more people lived in cities than in
any other area of Europe. Key changes in Dutch farming
were a model for the rest of Europe and made this urban
transformation possible. During the seventeenth century, the
Dutch drained and reclaimed land from the sea, which they
used for highly profitable farming. Because Dutch shipping
provided a steady supply of cheap grain, Dutch farmers
themselves could produce more profitable dairy products
and beef and cultivate cash products such as tulip bulbs.
Dutch fishermen dominated the market for herring
and supplied much of the Continent’s dried fish. The Dutch

THE SEABORNE DUTCH EMPIRE The technologically advanced
fleet of the Dutch East India Company, shown here at anchor

in Amsterdam, linked the Netherlands’ economy with that of
Southeast Asia.

SOURCE: Johnny van Haeften Gallery, London, UK/Bridgeman Art Library

also supplied textiles to many parts of Europe. Dutch ships
appeared in harbors all over the Continent, with their cap-
tains purchasing goods that they then transported and
resold at a profit to other nations. The overseas trades also
supported a vast shipbuilding and ship supply industry.
The most advanced financial system of the day supported
this trade, commerce, and manufacturing.

The final source of Dutch prosperity was a seaborne
empire. Dutch traders established a major presence in East
Asia, particularly in spice-producing areas of Java, the
Moluccas, and Sri Lanka. The Dutch East India Company,
chartered in 1602, made this possible. The company even-
tually displaced Portuguese dominance in the spice trade
of East Asia and for many years prevented English traders
from establishing a major presence there. Initially, the Dutch
had only wanted commercial dominance of the spice trade,
but in time, they produced the spices themselves, which
required them to control many of the islands that now con-
stitute Indonesia. The Netherlands remained the colonial
master of this region until after World War II.

13.1.2 Economic Decline

The decline in political influence of the United Provinces of
the Netherlands occurred in the eighteenth century. After
the death of William III of Britain in 1702, the provinces
prevented the emergence of another strong stadtholder.
Unified political leadership therefore vanished. Naval
supremacy slowly but steadily passed to the British. The
fishing industry declined, and the Dutch lost their tech-
nological superiority in shipbuilding. Countries between
which Dutch ships had once carried goods now traded
directly with each other.

Similar stagnation overtook the Dutch domestic indus-
tries. The disunity of the provinces hastened this economic
decline and prevented action that might have halted it.

The continued financial dominance of the United Prov-
inces saved them from becoming completely insignificant
in European affairs. Well past the middle of the eighteenth
century, Dutch banks continued to finance European trade,
and the Amsterdam stock exchange remained an important
financial institution.

13.2 Two Models of
European Political
Development

What factors led to the different political paths taken by
England and France in the seventeenth century?

The United Netherlands, like Venice and the Swiss cantons,
was a republic governed without a monarch. Elsewhere in
Europe, monarchy of two fundamentally different patterns
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predominated in response to the military challenges of
international conflict. The two models became known
as parliamentary monarchy and political absolutism.
England embodied the first, and France, the second.

The political forces that led to the creation of these
two models had arisen from military concerns. During the
second half of the sixteenth century, changes in military
organization, weapons, and tactics sharply increased the
cost of warfare. Because their traditional sources of income
could not finance these growing expenses, in addition to
the other costs of government, monarchs sought new rev-
enues. Only monarchies that succeeded in building a secure
financial base that was not deeply dependent on the sup-
port of noble estates, diets, or assemblies achieved absolute
rule. The French monarchy succeeded in this effort, whereas
the English monarchy failed. That success and failure led
to the two models of government—political absolutism
in France and parliamentary monarchy in England—that
shaped subsequent political development in Europe.

13.3 Constitutional Crisis
and Settlement in
Stuart England

How did conflicts over taxation and religion lead to civil
war in Stuart England?

It was not inevitable that the English monarchy would
have to govern through parliament. The Stuart kings of
England aspired to the autocracy Louis XIV achieved, and
some English political philosophers eloquently defended
the divine right of kings and absolute rule. At the begin-
ning of the seventeenth century, the English monarchy was
strong. Queen Elizabeth, after a reign of almost forty-five
years (1558-1603), was much revered. Parliament met only
when the monarch summoned it to provide financial sup-
port. These conditions would change dramatically by the
late seventeenth century.

THE STUARTS

1603 James VI of Scotland becomes James | of England

1604 James rebuffs the Puritans at the Hampton Court
conference

1611 Authorized, or King James, version of the English Bible is
published

1625 Charles | becomes English monarch
1628 Charles | recognizes Petition of Right

1629 Charles | dissolves Parliament and embarks on eleven years
of personal rule

1640 April-May, Short Parliament convenes; November, Long
Parliament convenes

1642-1646 Outbreak of the Civil War

THE STUARTS

1645 Charles | defeated at Naseby
1648 Pride’s Purge
1649 Charles | executed
1649-1660 Various attempts at a Puritan Commonwealth
1660 Charles Il restored to the English throne

1670 France and England ally against the Dutch in the Secret
Treaty of Dover

1672 Parliament passes the Test Act

1678 Unsuccessful attempts made to exclude James from
succession to the throne in the Popish Plot

1685 James Il becomes king of England

1688 King James overthrown by the union of Parliament and
William of Orange in the “Glorious Revolution”

1689  William and Mary proclaimed English monarchs

1701 Acts of Settlement provide for Hanoverian succession
1702-1714

1707  Act of Union combines England and Scotland

Reign of Queen Anne, the last of the Stuarts

1713 Treaty of Utrecht ends the War of the Spanish Succession

1714  George | becomes king of Great Britain and establishes the
Hanoverian dynasty

13.3.1 James I

In 1603 James VI, the son of Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots,
who had been King of Scotland since 1567, succeeded
without opposition or incident the childless Elizabeth I as
James I of England. He also inherited a large royal debt and
a fiercely divided church. A strong believer in the divine
right of kings, he expected to rule with minimum consulta-
tion beyond his own royal court.

Parliament met only when the monarch summoned
it, which James hoped to do rarely. In place of parliamen-
tarily approved revenues, James developed other sources
of income, largely by levying new custom duties known
as impositions. Members of Parliament regarded this as an
affront to their authority over the royal purse, but they did
not seek a serious confrontation. Rather, throughout James’s
reign they wrangled and negotiated.

The religious problem also festered under James.
Since the days of Elizabeth, Puritans within the Church of
England hoped to eliminate elaborate religious ceremonies
and replace the hierarchical episcopal system of church
governance under bishops appointed by the king with a
more representative Presbyterian form like that of Calvinist
churches in Scotland and on the Continent. At the Hampton
Court Conference of January 1604, James rebuffed the Puri-
tans and firmly declared his intention to maintain and even
enhance the Anglican episcopacy.

Religious dissenters began to leave England. In 1620,
Puritan separatists founded Plymouth Colony on Cape
Cod Bay in North America, preferring flight from England
to Anglican conformity. Later in the 1620s, a larger, better-
financed group of Puritans left England to found the Massa-
chusetts Bay Colony. In each case, the colonists believed that
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JAMES | OF ENGLAND One of the most well-educated

English monarchs, James I was well-read in theology and
political theory and wrote on various topics. The English
translation of the Bible, called aptly the King James Bible,
was issued during his reign.

SOURCE: Ellyn Juritz/ Alamy Stock Photo

reformation would not be fully realized in England and that
only in America could they worship freely and organize a
truly reformed church.

James’s court became a center of scandal and corruption.
He governed by favorites, of whom the most influential was
the Duke of Buckingham, who was rumored to be the king’s
homosexual lover. Buckingham controlled royal patronage
and openly sold peerages and titles to the highest bidders—
a practice that angered the nobility because it cheapened
their rank. (The court of King James was known for one
rather puritanical prohibition: James absolutely detested
smoking. James felt nothing but repugnance for smokers,
as this chapter's “Encountering the Past” sidebar, makes
clear.)

James’s foreign policy roused further opposition and
doubt about his Protestant loyalty. In 1604, he concluded a
much-needed peace with Spain, England’s longtime adver-
sary. The war had been ruinously expensive, but his sub-
jects considered the peace a sign of pro-Catholic sentiment.
James’s unsuccessful attempt to relax penal laws against

Catholics further increased suspicions, as did his wise hesi-
tancy in 1618 to rush English troops to the aid of German
Protestants at the outbreak of the Thirty Years” War. In 1624,
shortly before James’s death, England again went to war
against Spain, largely in response to parliamentary pressures.

13.3.2 Charles |

Parliament had favored the war with Spain but would not
adequately finance it because its members distrusted the
monarchy. Unable to gain adequate funds from Parliament,
Charles I (r. 1625-1649), like his father, resorted to extra-
parliamentary measures. These included levying new tariffs
and duties, attempting to collect discontinued taxes, and
subjecting English property owners to a so-called forced
loan—a tax theoretically to be repaid—and then imprison-
ing those who refused to pay. These actions, as well as quar-
tering troops in private homes, challenged local political
influence of nobles and landowners.

When Parliament met in 1628, its members would grant
new funds only if Charles recognized the Petition of Right.
This document required that there should be no more forced
loans or taxation without the consent of Parliament, that
no freeman should be imprisoned without due cause, and
that troops should not be billeted in private homes. Charles
agreed to the petition, but whether he would keep his word
was doubtful. The next year after further disputes, Charles
dissolved Parliament and did not recall it until 1640.

13.3.2.1 YEARS OF PERSONAL RULE To conserve his lim-
ited resources, Charles made peace with France in 1629 and
Spain in 1630, again rousing fears that he was too friendly
with Roman Catholic powers. To allow Charles to rule with-
out renegotiating financial arrangements with Parliament,
his chief adviser, Thomas Wentworth (1593-1641; after 1640,
Earl of Strafford), implemented strict efficiency and adminis-
trative centralization in the government and exploited every
legal fundraising device, enforcing previously neglected
laws and extending existing taxes into new areas.

Charles might have ruled indefinitely without Par-
liament had not his religious policies provoked war with
Scotland. James I had allowed a wide variety of religious
observances in England, Scotland, and Ireland; by con-
trast, Charles hoped to impose religious conformity at least
within England and Scotland. In 1637, Charles and his high-
church archbishop William Laud (1573-1645), against the
opposition of both the English Puritans and the Presbyte-
rian Scots, tried to impose on Scotland the English episcopal
system and a prayer book almost identical to the Anglican
Book of Common Prayer.

The Scots rebelled, and Charles, with insufficient
resources for war, was forced in 1640 to call Parliament. It
refused even to consider funds for war until the king agreed
to redress a long list of political and religious grievances. The
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Encountering the Past

Early Controversy over Tobacco and Smoking

SMOKING TODAY IS widely condemned throughout the West, but the controversy over tobacco goes back to the earliest
European encounter with the plant, which was native to the Americas.

On his first voyage in 1492, Christopher Columbus saw Native Americans smoking tobacco. Later, the first Spanish mission-
aries associated smoking with pagan religious practices and tried to stop Native Americans from using tobacco. Once tobacco
reached Europe in the late sixteenth century, more opposition to smoking arose (although —ironically—some physicians thought
it might cure diseases of the lungs and inter-
nal organs). As early as 1610, Sir Francis
Bacon (1561-1626) noted that smokers found
it difficult to stop smoking. The Christian
clergy throughout Europe denounced smoking
as immoral, and Muslim clerics condemned
the practice as contrary to Islam when it
spread to the Ottoman Empire. Nonetheless,
smoking tobacco in pipes became popular.

The chief British critic of the new
practice was none other than King James |
(r. 1603-1625). While he defended Sunday
sports against Puritan critics who believed
any amusements on the Sabbath were sinful,
he detested smoking. In 1604, he published
his Counterblaste to Tobacco in which he
declared, “Have you not reason then to be
ashamed, and to forbear this filthy novelt . . . ?

=
] .-;-....-IEF...-....- i In your abuse thereof sinning against God,

harming yourselves in person . . . and taking
thereby the marks . . . of vanity upon you . . .
A custom loathsome to the eye, hateful to the

nose, harmful to the brain, dangerous to the
lungs, and the black stinking fume thereof,
TOBACCO-SMOKING GENTLEMEN Introduced from the Americas, tobacco nearest resembling the horrible Stygian smoke
spread quickly throughout Europe. In the seventeenth century, it became the target of the pit that is bottomless.”*

of regulation as states sought to tax its trade or curb its consumption or both. Some

. . . . . To discourage smoking, James’s govern-
people believed tobacco had medicinal effects, but its main usage was recreational, as )
suggested by this illustration. ment placed a high tax on tobacco. Yet when

SOURCE: gameover/Alamy Stock Photo a brisk trade in smuggled tobacco developed,
the government lowered the tax to a level

where people would not evade it. In 1614, James created a royal monopoly to import tobacco into England, which created a
steady government revenue that the increasingly unpopular king badly needed. James, like governments to the present day, may
also have regarded this policy as a tax on sin. By 1619, James approved the incorporation of a company of clay pipe makers in
London, and 40,000 pounds of tobacco arrived from Virginia the next year. Other European governments would also find tobacco
a significant source of tax revenue. They would often tax tobacco and at the same time attempt to regulate its use, especially
among the young.

Questions

1. Which groups in Europe in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries opposed the habit of smoking tobacco?
2. Why did the English government under King James | modify its opposition to tobacco?

*K. James | (England) A Counterblaste to Tobacco. Rodale Press, London 1954.
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king, in response, immediately dissolved that Parliament—
hence its name, the Short Parliament (April-May 1640). When
the Scots defeated an English army at the Battle of Newburn
in the summer of 1640, Charles reconvened Parliament—this
time on its terms—for a long and fateful duration.

13.3.3 The Long Parliament and
Civil War

The landowners and the merchant classes represented in
Parliament had long resented the king’s financial measures
and paternalistic rule. The Puritans in Parliament resented
his religious policies and distrusted the influence of his
Roman Catholic wife. What became known as the Long
Parliament (1640-1660) thus acted with widespread support
and general unanimity when it convened in November 1640.

The House of Commons impeached both Strafford and
Laud. Both were executed—Strafford in 1641, Laud in 1645.
Parliament abolished the courts that had enforced royal pol-
icy and prohibited the levying of new taxes without its con-
sent. Finally, Parliament resolved that no more than three
years should elapse between its meetings and that the king
could not dissolve it without its own consent.

Parliament, however, was sharply divided over reli-
gion. Both moderate Puritans (the Presbyterians) and more
extreme Puritans (the Independents) wanted to abolish
bishops and the Book of Common Prayer. Yet religious con-
servatives in both houses of Parliament were determined to
preserve the Church of England in its current form.

“INVASION” OF PARLIAMENT A key moment in the conflict between Charles I and Parlia-

ment, captured in this illustration, occurred in January 1642 when Charles personally arrived
at the House of Commons to arrest five members responsible for opposing him only to learn

that they had already fled. Thereafter Charles departed London to raise his army.

SOURCE: Print Collector/Getty Images

These divisions intensified in October 1641, when
Parliament was asked to raise funds for an army to suppress
the rebellion in Scotland. Charles’s opponents argued that
he could not be trusted with an army and that Parliament
should become the commander in chief of English armed
forces. In January 1642, Charles invaded Parliament, intend-
ing to arrest certain of his opponents, but they escaped. The
king then left London and began to raise an army. Shocked,
a majority of the House of Commons passed the Militia
Ordinance, which gave Parliament authority to raise an
army of its own. The die was now cast. For the next four
years (1642-1646), civil war engulfed England with the
king’s supporters known as Cavaliers and the parliamen-
tary opposition as Roundheads.

13.3.4 Oliver Cromwell and
the Puritan Republic

Two factors led finally to Parliament’s victory. The first was
an alliance with Scotland in 1643 that committed Parlia-
ment to a Presbyterian system of church government. The
second was the reorganization of the parliamentary army
under Oliver Cromwell (1599-1658), a country squire of
iron discipline and strong, independent religious sentiment.
Cromwell and his “godly men” were willing to tolerate an
established majority church, but only if it permitted Protes-
tant dissenters to worship outside it.

Defeated militarily by June 1645, for the next several
years Charles tried to take advantage of divisions within
Parliament, but Cromwell and his army foiled him. Mem-
bers who might have been sympathetic to the monarch were
expelled from Parliament in Decem-
ber 1648. After a trial by a special
court, Charles was executed on Janu-
ary 30, 1649, as a public criminal. Par-
liament then abolished the monarchy,
the House of Lords, and the Anglican
Church.

From 1649 to 1660, England
became officially a Puritan republic,
although Cromwell dominated it. His
army brutally conquered Scotland and
Ireland, where his radically Protestant
army carried out numerous atrocities
against Irish Catholics. As a national
leader, however, Cromwell proved
to be no politician. When in 1653 the
House of Commons wanted to dis-
band his expensive army of 50,000
men, Cromwell instead disbanded
Parliament. He ruled thereafter as
Lord Protector. (See the “Compare
and Connect” sidebar, which follows
below, on the publication of radical
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OLIVER CROMWELL Oliver Cromwell’s New Model Army
defeated the royalists in the English Civil War. After the execution
of Charles I in 1649, Cromwell dominated the short-lived English
republic, conquered Ireland and Scotland, and ruled as Lord
Protector from 1653 until his death in 1658.

SOURCE: Beryl Peters Collection/ Alamy Stock Photo

views being expressed during the “distracted times” of the
1640s.)

Cromwell’s military dictatorship, however, proved no
more effective than Charles’s rule and became just as harsh
and hated. People deeply resented his Puritan prohibitions
of drunkenness, theatergoing, and dancing. Political liberty
vanished in the name of religious conformity. When Crom-
well died in 1658, the English were ready by 1660 to restore
both the Anglican Church and the monarchy:.

13.3.5 Charles II and the Restoration
of the Monarchy

After negotiations with the army, Charles II (r. 1660-1685)
returned to England amid great rejoicing. A man of con-
siderable charm and political skill, Charles set a refreshing
new tone after eleven years of somber Puritanism. England
returned to the status quo of 1642, with a hereditary mon-
arch, a Parliament of Lords and Commons that met only
when the king summoned it, and the Anglican Church, with
its bishops and prayer book, supreme in religion.

The king, however, had secret Catholic sympathies and
favored religious toleration. He wanted to allow loyal Cath-
olics and Puritans to worship freely. Yet ultra-royalists in

Parliament between 1661 and 1665, through a series of laws
known as the Clarendon Code, excluded Roman Catholics,
Presbyterians, and Independents from the official religious
and political life of the nation.

In 1670 by the Treaty of Dover, England and France
formally allied against the Dutch, their chief commer-
cial competitor. In a secret portion of this treaty, Charles
pledged to announce his conversion to Catholicism as soon
as conditions in England permitted this to happen. In return
for this announcement, which Charles never made, Louis
XIV promised to pay Charles a substantial subsidy. In an
attempt to persuade the English people to back the war with
Holland, and as a sign of good faith to Louis XIV, Charles
issued a Declaration of Indulgence in 1672, suspending all
laws against Roman Catholics and non-Anglican Protes-
tants. Parliament refused to fund the war, however, until
Charles rescinded the measure. After he did so, Parliament
passed the Test Act requiring all civil and military officials
of the crown to swear an oath against the doctrine of tran-
substantiation—which no loyal Roman Catholic could hon-
estly do. Parliament had directed the Test Act largely at the
king’s brother, James, duke of York, heir to the throne and a
recent, devout convert to Catholicism.

In 1678, a notorious liar named Titus Oates swore
before a magistrate that Charles’s Catholic wife, through
her physician, was plotting with Jesuits and Irishmen to
kill the king so James could assume the throne. Parliament
believed Oates. In the ensuing hysteria, known as the Pop-
ish Plot, several innocent people were tried and executed.
Riding the crest of anti-Catholic sentiment and led by the
Earl of Shaftesbury (1621-1683), opposition members of
Parliament, called Whigs, made an unsuccessful effort to
exclude James from succession to the throne.

More suspicious than ever of Parliament, Charles II
again increased customs duties and requested the assistance
of Louis XIV for extra income. By these means, he was able
to rule from 1681 to 1685 without recalling Parliament. In
those years, Charles drove Shaftesbury into exile, executed
several Whig leaders for treason, and bullied local corpo-
rations into electing members of Parliament submissive to
the royal will. When Charles died in 1685, after a deathbed
conversion to Catholicism, he left James the prospect of a
Parliament filled with royal friends.

13.3.6 The “Glorious Revolution”

When James II (r. 1685-1688) became king, he immediately
demanded the repeal of the Test Act. When Parliament
balked, he dissolved it and proceeded to appoint Catholics
to high positions in both his court and the army. In 1687,
he issued another Declaration of Indulgence suspending all
religious tests and permitting free worship. In June 1688,
James imprisoned seven Anglican bishops who had refused
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Compare and Connect
The World Turned Upside Down

THE CHAOS CREATED BY THE ENGLISH CIVIL WAR loosened governmental controls on political and religious expression.
For a few years, English men and women were free to publish views that would have been censored in the decades proceeding
the war and would be censored again in the decades to
follow. The excerpts included below provide two examples
THE of radical publications. In the first, a group known as
Id :d f‘ d d L] the Levellers called for communal ownership of all land
VVOI— turn uP 1 c D‘:'vn * in England, starting with George Hill, a plot of land the
OR, Levellers had claimed for themselves. In the second, an
A briefe dufcrfiﬁiﬂﬂ of the ridicuious Faﬂuuus unnamed pamphleteer, W. 'P., known 'only b'y his initials,
of thl:fc dll]:i‘.‘ift':-i Times. denf)unced war |.tself, argumg that neither king nor
Parliament was fighting for a just cause.

By T.J. awell-willer to King, Pasliament and Kingdom.

London : Printed for Fobn Smith. 164 7.

THE WORLD TURNED UPSIDE DOWN This illustration from
a 1647 pamphlet conveys the sense of many English observers
that the English Civil War had overturned all norms and
conventions.

SOURCE: Pictorial Press Ltd/ Alamy Stock Photo

Before Reading

Think about the impact of the English Civil War on the functioning of secular and religious institutions.
Ask yourself how widespread radical views might have been at the time.
e Consider the larger religious and ideological context in which these views were expressed.

Questions:

What did the Levellers want?

How did the Levellers’ views of the rights of English citizens differ from those of most supporters of Parliament?
What did W. P. see as the real cause of the English Civil War?

On what might W. P. and the Levellers have agreed?

H>oond =

I. THE TRUE LEVELLERS STANDARD (1649)

Take notice, That England is not a Free People, till the Poor that have no Land, have a free allowance to dig and labour the
Commons, and so live as Comfortably as the Landlords that live in their Inclosures. For the People have not laid out their
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Monies, and shed their Bloud, that their Landlords, the Norman power, should still have its liberty and freedom to rule in Tyranny
in his Lords, landlords, Judges, Justices, Bayliffs, and State Servants; but that the Oppressed might be set Free, Prison doors
opened, and the Poor peoples hearts comforted by an universal Consent of making the Earth a Common Treasury, that they
may live together as one House of Israel, united in brotherly love into one Spirit; and having a comfortable livelihood in the
Community of one Earth their Mother.

If you look through the Earth, you shall see, That the landlords, Teachers and Rulers, are Oppressors, Murtherers, and
Theeves in this manner; But it was not thus from the Beginning. And this is one Reason of our digging and labouring the
Earth one with another; That we might work in righteousness, and lift up the Creation from bondage: For so long as we own
Landlords in this Corrupt Settlement, we cannot work in righteousness; for we should still lift up the Curse, and tread down the
Creation, dishonour the Spirit of universal Liberty, and hinder the work of Restauration.

Secondly, in that we begin to Digge upon George-Hill, to eate our Bread together by righteous labour, and sweat of our
browes, It was shewed us by Vision in Dreams, and out of Dreams, That that should be the Place we should begin upon; And
though that Earth in view of Flesh, be very barren, yet we should trust the Spirit for a blessing. And that not only this Com-
mon, or Heath should be taken in and Manured by the People, but all the Commons and waste Ground in England, and in the
whole World, shall be taken in by the People in righteousness, not owning any Propriety; but taking the Earth to be a Common
Treasury, as it was first made for all.

Il. W. P. (gent.), THE BLOODY PROJECT (1648)

To be short, all the quarrel we have at this day in the Kingdom, is no other than a quarrel of Interests, and Parties, a pulling
down of one Tyrant, to set up another, and instead of Liberty, heaping upon ourselves a greater slavery than that we fought
against: certainly this is the Liberty that is so much strove for, and for which there are such fresh endeavors to engage men;
but if you have not killed and destroyed men enough for this, go on and destroy, kill and slay, till your consciences are swollen
so full with the blood of the People, that they burst again, and upon your death-beds may you see yourselves the most hor-

rid Murderers that ever lived, since the time that Cain killed his brother without a just Cause; for where, or what is your cause?
Believe it you have a heavy reckoning to make, and must undergo a sad repentance, or it will go ill with you at the great day,
when all the sophistry of your great Reformers will serve you to little purpose, every man for himself being to give an account for
the things which he hath done in the body, whether they be good or evil: Then it will serve you to little purpose to say, the King,
Parliament, Army, Independents, Presbyterians, such an Officer, Magistrate, or Minister deluded me; no more than it did Adam,
to say the woman whom thou gavest, etc. It being thus decreed in heaven, the soul which sinneth shall surely die.

For shame therefore, Royalists, Presbyterians, Independents, before you murder another man hold forth your Cause plainly
and expressly; and if any Adversaries appear either within or without the Land, reason it out with them if it be possible, deal as
becomes Christians, argue, persuade, and use all possible means to prevent another War, and greater bloodshed; your great
ones, whether the King, Lords, Parliament men, rich Citizens, etc. feel not the miserable effects thereof, and so cannot be sen-
sible; but you and your poor friends that depend on Farms, Trades, and small pay, have many an aching heart when these live
in all pleasure and deliciousness: The accursed thing is accepted by them, wealth and honor, and both comes by the bleeding
miserable distractions of the Commonwealth, and they fear an end of trouble would put an end to their glory and greatness.

Oh therefore all you Soldiers and People, that have your Consciences alive about you, put to your strength of Judgment,
and all the might you have to prevent a further effusion of blood; let not the covetous, the proud, the blood-thirsty man bear
sway amongst you; fear not their high looks, give no ear to their charms, their promises or tears; they have no strength without
you, forsake them and ye will be strong for good, adhere to them, and they will be strong to evil; for which you must answer
and give an account at the last day.

SOURCES: (|) From Jerrard Winstanley, William Everard, Richard Goodgroome et al., The True Levellers Standard Advanced: The State of Community
Opened, and Presented to the Sons of Men (London: 1649). (Il). From W. P., Gent., The Bloody Project: Or a Discovery of the New Designe, in the Present War

(London: 1648).

to publicize his suspension of laws against the Catholics.
Each of these actions represented a direct royal attack on the
local authority of nobles, landowners, the church, and other
corporate bodies whose members believed they possessed
special legal privileges. James desired not only to aid his
fellow Roman Catholics but also to pursue absolutist poli-
cies similar to those of Louis XIV, whom he deeply admired.

The English had hoped that James would be succeeded
by Mary (r. 1689-1694), his Protestant eldest daughter. She
was the wife of William III of Orange, the leader of Euro-
pean opposition to Louis XIV. But on June 20, James II's

Catholic second wife gave birth to a son. There was now a
Catholic male heir to the throne. The Parliamentary oppo-
sition invited William to invade England to preserve its
“traditional liberties,” that is, the Anglican Church and
parliamentary government.

William of Orange arrived with his army in November
1688 and was received with considerable popular support.
James fled to France, and Parliament, in 1689, proclaimed
William III and Mary II the new monarchs, thus complet-
ing the “Glorious Revolution.” William and Mary, in turn,
recognized a Bill of Rights that limited the powers of the
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monarchy and guaranteed the civil liberties of the English
privileged classes. Henceforth, England’s monarchs would
be subject to law and would rule by the consent of Parlia-
ment, which would be called into session every three years.
The Bill of Rights also prohibited Roman Catholics from
occupying the English throne. The Toleration Act of 1689
permitted worship by all Protestants and outlawed only
Roman Catholics and those who denied the Christian doc-
trine of the Trinity. It did not, however, extend full political
rights to persons outside the Church of England.

The parliamentary measure closing this century of
strife was the Act of Settlement in 1701. It allowed the
English crown to go to the Protestant House of Hanover
in Germany if Queen Anne (r. 1702-1714), the second
daughter of James II and the heir to the childless William
I1I, died without issue. Thus, at Anne’s death in 1714, the
Elector of Hanover became King George I of Great Britain
(r. 1714-1727) since England and Scotland had been com-
bined in an Act of Union in 1707.

13.3.7 The Age of Walpole

George I almost immediately confronted a challenge to his
title. James Edward Stuart (1688-1766), the Catholic son
of James II, landed in Scotland in December 1715, but met
defeat less than two months later.

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE Sir Robert Walpole (1676-1745), far left, is
shown talking with the Speaker of the House of Commons. Walpole,
who dominated British political life from 1721 to 1742, was consid-
ered the first prime minister of Britain.

SOURCE: Mansell/Getty Images

Despite the victory over the Stuart pretender, the politi-
cal situation after 1715 remained in flux until Sir Robert
Walpole (1676-1745) took over government. Walpole’s
ascendancy from 1721 to 1742 was based on royal support,
his ability to handle the House of Commons, and his con-
trol of government patronage. Walpole maintained peace
abroad and promoted the status quo at home. Britain’s for-
eign trade spread from New England to India. Because the
central government refrained from interfering with the local
political influence of nobles and other landowners, they
were willing to serve as local government administrators,
judges, and military commanders, and to collect and pay
the taxes to support a powerful military force, particularly
a strong navy. As a result, Great Britain became not only a
European power of the first order but eventually a world
power as well.

The power of the British monarchs and their ministers
had real limits. Parliament could not wholly ignore popu-
lar pressure. Newspapers and public debate flourished,
and free speech could be exercised, as could freedom of
association. There was no large standing army, and there
was significant religious toleration. Walpole’s enemies
could and did openly oppose his policies, which would
not have been possible on the Continent. Consequently,
the English state combined considerable military power
with both religious and political liberty. British political
life became the model for all progressive Europeans who
questioned the absolutist political developments of the
Continent. Furthermore, many of the political values that
had emerged in the British Isles during the seventeenth
century also took deep root among their North American
colonies.

13.4 Rise of Absolute
Monarchy in France:
The World of
Louis XIV

Why were efforts to establish absolute monarchy
successful in France but unsuccessful in England?

Historians once portrayed Louis XIV’s reign (r. 1643-1715)
as a time when the French monarchy had far-reaching, direct
control of the nation at all levels. A somewhat different
picture has now emerged.

The French monarchy, which had faced numerous chal-
lenges from strong, well-armed nobles and discontented
Protestants during the first half of the seventeenth century,
only gradually achieved the firm authority for which it
became renowned later in the century. The groundwork
for Louis XIV’s absolutism had been laid by two powerful
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LOUIS XIV OF FRANCE Louis XIV of France came to symbolize
absolute monarchy, though his government was not truly absolute.
This state portrait was intended to convey the grandeur of the king
and of his authority. The portrait was brought into royal council
meetings when the king was absent.

SOURCE: Gift of J. Paul Getty

chief ministers, Cardinal Richelieu (1585-1642), under Louis
XIII (r. 1610-1643), and Cardinal Mazarin (1602-1661). Both
Richelieu and Mazarin attempted to implement direct royal
administration in France. Richelieu had also circumscribed
many of the political privileges Henry IV had extended to
French Protestants in the Edict of Nantes in 1598. The cen-
tralizing policies of Richelieu and then of Mazarin, however,
finally provoked a series of widespread rebellions among
French nobles between 1649 and 1652 known as the Fronde,
after the slingshots used by street boys.

Though unsuccessful, these rebellions convinced Louis
XIV and his advisers that heavy-handed policies could
endanger the throne. Thereafter Louis would concentrate
unprecedented authority in the monarchy, but he would be
more subtle than his predecessors. His genius was to make
the monarchy the most important and powerful political
institution in France while also assuring the nobles and
other wealthy groups of their social standing and influ-
ence on the local level. Rather than destroying existing

local social and political institutions, Louis largely worked
through them. Nevertheless, the king was clearly the senior
partner in the relationship.

KEY EVENTS IN FRANCE: FROM LOUIS XIV
TO CARDINAL FLEURY

1643 Louis ascends the French throne at the age of five
1643-1661 Cardinal Mazarin directs the French government
1648 Peace of Westphalia

1649-1652 The Fronde revolt, a series of rebellions among French
nobles, begins

1653 The pope declares Jansenism a heresy
1660 Papal ban on Jansenists enforced in France
1661 Louis commences personal rule

1667-1668 Louis supports the alleged right of his first wife, Marie Thérese,
to inherit the Spanish Netherlands in the War of Devolution

1670 France and Great Britain ally against Dutch in Secret Treaty
of Dover

1672-1679 French war against the Netherlands
1685 Louis revokes the Edict of Nantes

1688-1697 War of the League of Augsburg
1701 Outbreak of the War of the Spanish Succession
1718 Treaty of Utrecht between France and Great Britain

1714 Treaty of Rastatt between France and the empire and
Holland allows the Habsburgs to further extend their
domains

1715 Louis XIV dies
1715-1720 Regency of the Duke of Orléans in France
1720 Mississippi Bubble bursts in France
1726-1743 Cardinal Fleury serves as Louis XV'’s chief minister

13.4.1 Years of Personal Rule

On the death of Mazarin in 1661, Louis XIV assumed per-
sonal control of the government at the age of twenty-three.
He appointed no single chief minister. Rebellious nobles
would now be challenging the king directly; they could not
claim to be resisting only a bad minister.

Louis devoted enormous personal energy to his politi-
cal tasks. He ruled through councils that controlled foreign
affairs, the army, domestic administration, and economic
regulations. Each day he spent hours with the ministers of
these councils, whom he chose from families long in royal
service or from among people just beginning to rise in the
social structure. Unlike the more ancient noble families, the
latter had no real or potential power bases in the provinces
and depended solely on the king for their standing in both
government and society.

Louis made sure, however, that the nobility and other
major social groups would benefit from the growth of his
authority. Although he controlled foreign affairs and limited
the influence of noble institutions on the monarchy, Louis
never tried to abolish those institutions or limit their local
authority. For example, the crown usually met informally
with regional judicial bodies, called parlements, before
making rulings that would affect them. Likewise, the crown
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would rarely enact economic regulations without consult-
ing local opinion.

13.4.2 Versailles

Louis and his advisers became masters of propaganda and
political image creation. Louis never missed an opportunity
to impress the French people, especially the French nobility,
with the grandeur of his crown. He did so by the manipu-
lation of symbols. For example, when the dauphin, the heir
to the French throne, was born in 1662, Louis appeared for
the celebration dressed as a Roman emperor. He also domi-
nated the nobility by demonstrating that he could outspend
them and create a greater social display than the strongest
nobles in the land.

The greatest symbol of the monarchy was the palace
of Versailles, which, when completed, was the largest
secular structure in Europe. (See the “Closer Look” side-
bar, which follows below, to learn more about Versailles.)
More than any other monarch of the day, Louis XIV used
the physical setting of his court to exert political control.
Versailles, built between 1676 and 1708 on the outskirts of
Paris, became Louis’s permanent residence after 1682. It
was a temple to royalty, designed and decorated to pro-
claim the glory of the Sun King, as Louis was known. A
spectacular estate with magnificent fountains and gardens,
it housed thousands of the more important nobles, royal
officials, and servants. The stables alone could hold 12,000
horses. Some nobles paid for their own residence at the
palace, thus depleting their resources; others required
royal patronage to remain in residence. In either case, they
became dependent on the monarch. Although it consumed
over half of Louis’s annual revenues, Versailles paid sig-
nificant political dividends.

Because Louis ruled personally, he was himself the
chief source of favors and patronage in France. To empha-
size his prominence, he organized life at court around every
aspect of his own daily routine. Elaborate etiquette gov-
erned every detail of life at Versailles. Moments near the
king were important to most court nobles because they were
effectively excluded from the real business of government.
The king's rising and dressing were times of rare intimacy,
when nobles could whisper their special requests in his ear.
Fortunate nobles held his night candle when he went to
his bed.

Some nobles, of course, avoided Versailles. They man-
aged their estates and cultivated their local influence. Many
others were simply too poor to cut a figure at court. The
nobility understood, however, that Louis, unlike Richelieu
and Mazarin, would not threaten their local social standing,
because Louis supported France’s traditional social struc-
ture and the social privileges of the nobility. Yet even the
most powerful nobles knew they could strike only a modest
figure when compared to the Sun King.

13.4.3 King by Divine Right

An important source for Louis’s concept of royal author-
ity was his devout tutor, political theorist Bishop Jacques-
Bénigne Bossuet (1627-1704). Bossuet defended what he
called the “divine right of kings” and cited examples of
Old Testament rulers divinely appointed by and answer-
able only to God. Medieval popes had insisted that only
God could judge a pope, so Bossuet argued that only God
could judge the king. Although kings might be duty bound
to reflect God’s will in their rule, as God’s regents on earth
they could not be bound to the dictates of mere nobles and
parliaments. Such assumptions lay behind Louis XIV’s
alleged declaration: “L’état, c’est moi” or “I am the state.”

Despite these claims, Louis’s rule did not exert the
oppressive control over the daily lives of his subjects that
police states would in the nineteenth and twentieth centu-
ries. His absolutism focused primarily on the classic areas
of European state action—the making of war and peace, the
regulation of religion, and the oversight of economic activ-
ity. Even at the height of his power, local institutions, some
controlled by townspeople and others by nobles, retained
their administrative authority. The king and his ministers
supported the social and financial privileges of these local
elites. In contrast to the Stuart kings of England, however,
Louis firmly prevented them from interfering with his
authority on the national level. This system would endure
until a financial crisis demoralized the French monarchy in
the 1780s.

13.4.4 Louis’s Early Wars

By the late 1660s, France was superior to any other European
nation in population, administrative bureaucracy, army, and
national unity. Because of the economic policies of Jean-
Baptiste Colbert (1619-1683), his most brilliant minister,
Louis could afford to raise and maintain a large and pow-
erful army. His enemies and some later historians claimed
that Louis wished to dominate all of Europe, but it appears
that his chief military and foreign policy goal was to achieve
secure international boundaries for France. He was particu-
larly concerned about securing its northern borders along
the Spanish Netherlands, the Franche-Comté, Alsace, and
Lorraine from which foreign armies had invaded France
and could easily do so again. Louis was also determined to
frustrate Habsburg ambitions that endangered France and,
as part of that goal, wanted to secure his southern borders
toward Spain. Whether reacting to external events or pursu-
ing his own ambitions, Louis’s pursuit of French interests
threatened and terrified neighboring states and led them to
form coalitions against France.

The early wars of Louis XIV included conflicts with
Spain and the United Netherlands. The first was the War
of the Devolution in which Louis supported the alleged
right of his first wife, Marie Thérese, to inherit the Spanish
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A Closer Look

Versailles

LOUIS XIV CONSTRUCTED his great palace at Versailles, as painted here in 1668 by Pierre Patel the Elder (1605-1676), to

demonstrate the new centralized power he hoped to imbue in the French monarchy. Its interiors, particularly, were decorated with
themes from mythology, presenting Louis XIV as the “Sun King” around whom his kingdom revolved. Given the extravagant scale
of the palace and gardens, it took armies of servants with shears to keep the green forest lawn and vegetation (tapis vert) “royal.”

The outer wings, extending from The central building is the hunting The gardens and ponds behind the
the front of the central structure, lodge his father Louis XllI built earlier main structure were sites of elaborative
housed governmental offices. in the century. entertainment, concerts, and fireworks.

PERSPECTIVE VIEW OF VERSAILLES
SOURCE: DEA/G. DAGLI ORTI/Getty Images

Questions

1. How might the size of Versailles, as experienced by visitors and by viewers of paintings and prints of the structure, have
overwhelmed Louis’s subjects? How might French nobility in particular have reacted to the setting? What other buildings of
the day approached Versalilles in size?

2. Do you think people who viewed Versailles or images of it wondered how this extraordinary royal community was financed?
What conclusions might have been made about the structure of French taxes?

3. By the end of his life, Louis rarely ventured outside Versailles, and neither did his eighteenth-century royal successors. Do
you think the limitation of royal experience to Versailles distorted the monarchs’ view of their kingdom?

4. Did the the use of mythology in portraying Louis create a sense that he and his power were vaster than those of ordinary
mortals? Explain.
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Netherlands. He contended that through complex legal
arrangements they should have “devolved” upon her,
hence the name of the war. In 1667, Louis’s armies invaded
Flanders and the Franche-Comté. Louis was repulsed by
the Triple Alliance of England, Sweden, and the United
Provinces. Through the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle of 1668,
he gained control of certain towns bordering the Spanish
Netherlands. (See Map 13-1.)

In 1670, with the secret Treaty of Dover, England and
France became allies against the Dutch. Louis invaded the
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Netherlands again in 1672. The Prince of Orange, the future
William III of England, forged an alliance with the Holy
Roman Emperor, Spain, Lorraine, and Brandenburg against
Louis, now regarded as a menace to the whole of Western
Europe, Catholic and Protestant alike. The war ended incon-
clusively with the Peace of Nijmwegen, signed with differ-
ent parties in successive years (1678, 1679). France gained
more territory, including the Franche-Comté.

Map 13-1 THE FIRST THREE WARS OF LOUIS XIV
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This map shows the territorial changes resulting from Louis XIV’s first three major wars that took place from 1667 to 1697.




352 Part 3 Europe in Transition, 1300-1750

13.4.5 Louis’s Repressive Religious
Policies

Like Richelieu before him, Louis believed that political
unity and stability required religious conformity. To that
end he carried out repressive actions against both Roman
Catholics and Protestants.

13.4.5.1 SUPPRESSION OF THE JANSENISTS The French
crown and the French Roman Catholic Church had long jeal-
ously guarded their ecclesiastical independence or Gallican
Liberties from papal authority in Rome. However, after the
conversion to Roman Catholicism of Henry IV in 1593, the
Jesuits, fiercely loyal to the authority of the Pope, had monop-
olized the education of French upper-class men, and their
devout students promoted the religious reforms and doctrines
of the Council of Trent. As a measure of their success, Jesuits
served as confessors to Henry IV, Louis XIII, and Louis XIV.

A Roman Catholic religious movement known as
Jansenism arose in the 1630s in opposition to the theology
and the political influence of the Jesuits. Jansenists adhered
to the teachings of St. Augustine (354-430) that had also
influenced many Protestant doctrines. Serious and uncom-
promising, they particularly opposed Jesuit teachings about
free will. They believed with Augustine that original sin
had so corrupted humankind that individuals could by
their own effort neither do good nor contribute anything to
their own salvation.

Jansenism made considerable progress among promi-
nent families in Paris. They were opposed to the Jesuits and
supported Jansenist religious communities such as the con-
vent at Port-Royal outside Paris. Jansenists, whose Augus-
tinian theology resembled Calvinism, were known to live
extremely pious and morally austere lives. In these respects,
though firm Roman Catholics, they resembled English Puri-
tans. Also, like the Puritans, the Jansenists became associ-
ated with opposition to royal authority, and families of
Jansenist sympathies had been involved in the Fronde.

On May 31, 1653, Pope Innocent X declared heretical
five Jansenist theological propositions on grace and sal-
vation. In 1656, the pope banned Jansen’s Augustinus. In
1660, Louis permitted the papal bull banning Jansenism
to be enforced in France. He also eventually closed down
the Port-Royal community. Thereafter, Jansenists either
retracted their views or went underground. In 1713, Pope
Clement XI issued the bull Unigenitus, which again exten-
sively condemned Jansenist teaching. The now aged Louis
XIV ordered the French church to accept the bull despite
internal ecclesiastical opposition.

The theological issues surrounding Jansenism were
complex. By persecuting the Jansenists, however, Louis
XIV turned his back on the long tradition of protecting the
Gallican Liberties of the French Church and fostered within
the French Church a core of opposition to royal author-
ity. This had long-term political significance. During the

eighteenth century after the death of Louis XIV, the Par-
lement of Paris and other French judicial bodies would reas-
sert their authority in opposition to the monarchy. These
courts were sympathetic to the Jansenists because of their
common resistance to royal authority. Jansenism, because
of its austere morality, came to embody religious and moral
values that contrasted with what eighteenth-century public
opinion believed was the corruption of the mid-eighteenth
century French royal court.

13.4.5.2 REVOCATION OF THE EDICT OF NANTES  After
the Edict of Nantes in 1598, relations between the Catholic
majority (nine-tenths of the French population) and the
Protestant minority had remained hostile. There were about
1.75 million Huguenots in France in the 1660s (out of an
overall population of around 18 million), but their numbers
were declining. The French Catholic Church had long sup-
ported their persecution as both pious and patriotic.

After the Peace of Nijmwegen, Louis launched a
methodical campaign against the Huguenots in an effort
to unify France religiously. Louis hounded Huguenots out
of public life, banning them from government office and
excluding them from such professions as printing and
medicine. He used financial incentives to encourage them to
convert to Catholicism. In 1681, he bullied them by quarter-
ing troops in their towns. Finally, in October 1685, believing

FRANGCOISE D’AUBIGNE, MADAME DE MAINTENON Francoise
d’Aubigne, Madame de Maintenon (1635-1719), a mistress to Louis
XIV, secretly married him after his first wife’s death. The deeply
pious Maintenon influenced Louis’s methodical campaign against
the Huguenots to make Roman Catholicism France’s only religion.
SOURCE: RMN-Grand Palais/Art Resource, NY
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a country could not be governed by one king and one law
unless it also had one religious system, Louis XIV stunned
much of Europe in October 1685 by revoking the Edict of
Nantes, which had protected the religious freedoms and
civil rights of French Protestants since 1598. Extensive reli-
gious repression followed. Protestant churches and schools
were closed, Protestant ministers exiled, nonconverting
laity were condemned to be galley slaves, and Protestant
children were baptized by Catholic priests.

The revocation was a major blunder. Henceforth, Prot-
estants across Europe considered Louis a fanatic who must
be resisted at all costs. More than a quarter million people,
many of whom were highly skilled, left France. They formed
new communities abroad and joined the resistance to Louis
in England, Germany, Holland, and the New World. As a
result of the revocation of the Edict of Nantes and the ongo-
ing persecution of Jansenists, France became a symbol of
religious repression in contrast to England’s reputation for
moderate, if not complete, religious toleration.

13.4.6 [ouis’s Later Wars

Having succeeded in his initial set of wars to secure his
nation’s borders, Louis met resistance as he appeared to
threaten the balance of power in Europe. In Germany, he
encountered the League of Augsburg. Then the Grand Alli-
ance frustrated his designs on the Spanish crown as Louis’s
shortfalls in the latest military technology and tactics surfaced.

13.4.6.1 THE LEAGUE OF AUGSBURG AND THE NINE
YEARS’WAR After the Treaty of Nijmwegen in 1678-1679,
Louis maintained his army at full strength and restlessly
probed beyond his borders. In 1681 his forces occupied
the free city of Strasbourg on the Rhine River, prompting
new defensive coalitions to form against him. One of these,
the League of Augsburg, grew to include England, Spain,
Sweden, the United Provinces, and the major German
states. It also had the support of the Habsburg emperor
Leopold I (r. 1658-1705). Between 1689 and 1697, the League
and France battled each other in the Nine Years” War, while
England and France struggled to control North America.

The Peace of Ryswick, signed in September 1697, which
ended the war, secured Holland’s borders and thwarted
Louis’s expansion into Germany.

13.4.6.2 WAR OF THE SPANISH SUCCESSION On
November 1, 1700, the last Habsburg king of Spain, Charles
II (r. 1665-1700), died without direct heirs. Before his death,
negotiations had begun among the nations involved to
partition his inheritance in a way that would preserve
the existing balance of power. Charles II, however, left his
entire inheritance to Louis’s grandson Philip of Anjou, who
became Philip V of Spain (r. 1700-1746).

Spain and the vast trade with its American empire
appeared to have fallen to France. In September 1701, Eng-
land, Holland, and the Holy Roman Empire formed the

Grand Alliance. It preserved the balance of power by once
and for all securing Flanders as a neutral barrier between
Holland and France and by giving the emperor, who was
also a Habsburg, his fair share of the Spanish inheritance.
Louis soon increased the political stakes by recognizing the
Stuart claim to the English throne.

In 1701 the War of the Spanish Succession (1701-1714)
began, and it soon enveloped Western Europe. For the first
time in Louis’s reign France went to war with inadequate
finances, a poorly equipped army, and mediocre generals.
The English, in contrast, had advanced weaponry—flintlock
rifles, paper cartridges, and ring bayonets—and superior
tactics—thin, maneuverable troop columns rather than the
traditional deep ones. John Churchill, the Duke of Marlbor-
ough (1650-1722), bested Louis’s soldiers in every major
engagement, although French arms triumphed in Spain.
After 1709 the war became a bloody stalemate.

France finally made peace with England at Utrecht in
July 1713, and with Holland and the emperor at Rastatt in
March 1714. Philip V remained king of Spain, but England
got Gibraltar and the island of Minorca, making it a Medi-
terranean power. (See Map 13-2.) Louis also recognized the
right of the House of Hanover to the English throne.

13.4.7 France After Louis XIV

Despite its military reverses in the War of the Spanish Succes-
sion, France remained a great power. It was less strong in 1715
than in 1680, but it still possessed the largest European popu-
lation; an advanced, if troubled, economy; and the administra-
tive structure created by Louis XIV. Moreover, even if France
and its resources had been drained by the last of Louis’s wars,
the other major states of Europe were similarly debilitated.

Louis XIV was succeeded by his five-year-old great-
grandson Louis XV (r. 1715-1774). The young boy’s uncle,
the Duke of Orléans, became regent and remained so until
his death in 1720. The regency, marked by financial and
moral scandals, further undermined the faltering prestige
of the monarchy.

13.4.7.1 JOHN LAW AND THE MISSISSIPPI BUBBLE The
Duke of Orléans was a gambler, and for a time he turned
over the financial management of the kingdom to John Law
(1671-1729), a Scottish mathematician and fellow gambler.
Law believed an increase in the paper-money supply would
stimulate France’s economic recovery. With the permission
of the regent, he established a bank in Paris that issued
paper money. Law then organized a monopoly, called the
Mississippi Company, on trading privileges with the French
colony of Louisiana in North America.

The Mississippi Company also took over the manage-
ment of the French national debt. The company issued
shares of its own stock in exchange for government
bonds, which had fallen sharply in value. To redeem large
quantities of bonds, Law encouraged speculation in the
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Map 13-2 EUROPE IN 1714
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The War of the Spanish Succession ended a year before the death of Louis XIV. The Bourbons had secured the Spanish throne, but

Spain had forfeited its possessions in Flanders and Italy.

Mississippi Company stock. In 1719, the price of the stock
rose handsomely. Smart investors, however, sold their stock
in exchange for paper money from Law’s bank, which they
then hoped to exchange for gold. The bank, however, lacked
enough gold to redeem all the paper money brought to it.
In February 1720, all gold payments were halted in
France. Soon thereafter, Law himself fled the country. The
Mississippi Bubble, as the affair was called, had burst, and
the fiasco brought disgrace on the government that had
sponsored Law. The Mississippi Company was later reor-
ganized and functioned profitably, but fear of paper money
and speculation marked French economic life for decades.
13.4.7.2 RENEWED AUTHORITY OF THE PARLE-
MENTS The Duke of Orléans made a second decision that
also lessened the power of the monarchy. He attempted to

draw the French nobility once again into the decision-making
processes of the government. He set up a system of councils
on which nobles were to serve along with bureaucrats. The
most effective instrument in this process was the previously
mentioned parlements, or courts dominated by the nobility.

The Duke of Orléans reversed the previously noted pol-
icy of Louis XIV and formally approved the reinstitution of
the full power of the Parlement of Paris to allow or disallow
laws. Moreover, throughout the eighteenth century that and
other local parlements also succeeded in identifying their
authority and resistance to the monarchy with wider public
opinion. This situation meant that until the revolution in
1789, the parlements became natural centers not only for
aristocratic but also for popular resistance to royal author-
ity. In a vast transformation from the days of Louis XIV, the
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LOUIS XV OF FRANCE Under Louis XV (r. 1715-1774) France
suffered major defeats in Europe and around the world and lost
most of its North American empire. Louis himself was an ineffective
ruler, and during his reign, the monarchy encountered numerous
challenges from the French aristocracy.

SOURCE: Bettmann/Getty Images

parlements rather than the monarchy would soon be seen
as more closely representing the nation.

By 1726, the general political direction of the nation had
come under the authority of Cardinal Fleury (1653-1743). He
worked to maintain the authority of the monarchy, including
ongoing repression of the Jansenists, while continuing to pre-
serve the local interests of the French nobility. Like Walpole in
Britain, he pursued economic prosperity at home and peace
abroad. Again like Walpole, after 1740, Fleury could not pre-
vent France from entering a worldwide colonial conflict.

13.5 Central and Eastern
Europe

What were the main characteristics that defined the
Polish, Austrian, and Prussian states in the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries?

Central and eastern Europe were economically much less
advanced than Western Europe. Except for the Baltic ports,
the economy was agrarian. There were fewer cities and
many more large estates worked by serfs. The states in
this region did not possess overseas empires, nor did they
engage in extensive overseas trade of any kind, except for
supplying grain to Western Europe—grain, more often than
not, carried on Western European ships.

During the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries,
the political authorities in this region, which lay largely east

e et i erecmupeipranv.

FINANCIAL PANIC ON LA RUE QUINCAMPOIX The impending
collapse of John Law’s bank triggered a financial panic throughout
France. Desperate investors sought to exchange their paper currency
for gold and silver before the banks’ supply of precious metals was
exhausted.

SOURCE: Musee de la Ville de Paris, Musee Carnavalet, Paris, France/Archives Charmet/
Bridgeman Art Library

of the Elbe River, were weak. The almost constant warfare
of the seventeenth century had led to a habit of temporarily
shifting political loyalties with princes and aristocracies of
small states refusing to subordinate themselves to central
monarchical authorities.

During the last half of the seventeenth century, how-
ever, three strong dynasties, whose rulers aspired to the
absolutism of France, emerged in central and eastern
Europe. After the Peace of Westphalia in 1648, the Aus-
trian Habsburgs recognized the basic weakness of the
position of the Holy Roman Emperor and began consoli-
dating their power outside Germany. At the same time,
Prussia under the Hohenzollern dynasty emerged as a
factor in north German politics and as a major challenger
to the Habsburg domination of Germany. Most important,
Russia under the Romanov dynasty at the opening of the
eighteenth century became a military and naval power
of the first order. These three monarchies would domi-
nate central and eastern Europe until the close of World
War Iin 1918. By contrast, during the eighteenth century,
Poland became the single most conspicuous example in
Europe of a land that failed to establish a viable central-
ized government.
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13.5.1 Poland: Absence of Strong
Central Authority

The Polish monarchy was elective, but the deep distrust
and divisions among the nobility usually prevented their
electing a king from among themselves. Most of the Polish
monarchs were foreigners and the tools of foreign powers.
The Polish nobles did have a central legislative body called
the Sejm, or diet. The diet, however, had a practice known
as the liberum veto, whereby the staunch opposition of any
single member, who might have been bribed by a foreign
power, could require the body to disband. Such opposition,
termed “exploding the diet,” was most often the work of
a group of dissatisfied nobles rather than of one person.
Nonetheless, the requirement of unanimity was a major
stumbling block to effective government. The price of this
noble liberty would eventually be the disappearance of
Poland from the map of Europe in the late eighteenth cen-
tury. In no other part of Europe was the failure to maintain
a competitive political position as complete as in Poland.

13.5.2 The Habsburg Empire and
the Pragmatic Sanction

The close of the Thirty Years” War marked a fundamental
turning point in the history of the Austrian Habsburgs.

Previously, in alliance with their Spanish cousins, they had
hoped to bring all of Germany under their control and back
to the Catholic fold. In this they had failed, and the decline
of Spanish power meant that the Austrian Habsburgs were
on their own. (See Map 13-3.)

After 1648, the Habsburg family retained a firm hold
on the title of Holy Roman Emperor, but the power of the
emperor depended less on the force of arms than on the
cooperation he could elicit from the various political bodies
in the empire. These included large German units (such as
Saxony, Hanover, Bavaria, and Brandenburg) and scores of
small German cities, bishoprics, principalities, and territo-
ries of independent knights. While establishing their new
dominance among the German states, the Habsburgs also
began to consolidate their power and influence within their
hereditary possessions outside the Holy Roman Empire: the
Crown of Saint Wenceslas, encompassing the kingdom of
Bohemia (in the modern Czech Republic) and the duchies of
Moravia and Silesia; and the Crown of Saint Stephen, which
ruled Hungary, Croatia, and Transylvania.

Through the Treaty of Rastatt in 1714, the Habsburgs
further extended their domains, receiving the former Span-
ish (thereafter Austrian) Netherlands and Lombardy in
northern Italy. Thereafter, the Habsburgs” power and influ-
ence would be based primarily on their territories outside
of Germany.

Map 13-3 AUSTRIAN HABSBURG EMPIRE, 1521-1772
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The Habsburg Empire had three main units—Austria, Bohemia, and Hungary. Expansion was mainly eastward: eastern Hungary from the Ottomans
(seventeenth century) and Galicia from Poland (1772). Meantime, Silesia was lost after 1740, but the Habsburgs remained Holy Roman Emperors.
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In each of their many territories the Habsburgs ruled
with a different title—king, archduke, and duke—and they
needed the cooperation of the local nobility, which was not
always forthcoming. They repeatedly had to bargain with
nobles in one part of Europe to maintain their position in
another. Their domains were so geographically diverse
and the people who lived in them of so many different lan-
guages and customs that there was almost no way to unify
them politically. Even Roman Catholicism proved ineffec-
tive as a common bond, particularly in Hungary, where
many Magyar nobles were Calvinist and seemed ever ready
to rebel.

Despite these internal difficulties, Leopold I (r. 1658—
1705) managed to resist the advances of the Ottoman
Empire into central Europe, which included a siege of
Vienna in 1683 and thwarting the aggression of Louis XIV.
He achieved Ottoman recognition of his sovereignty over
Hungary in 1699 and extended his territorial holdings over
much of the Balkan Peninsula and western Romania. With
these conquests, the Habsburgs hoped to develop Mediter-
ranean trade through the port of Trieste on the northern
coast of the Adriatic Sea and compensate for their loss of
effective power over the Holy Roman Empire. Strength in
the East gave them greater political leverage in Germany.
Joseph I (r. 1705-1711) continued Leopold’s policies.

When Charles VI (r. 1711-1740) succeeded Joseph, a new
problem was added to the chronic one of territorial diver-
sity. He had no male heir, and there was only the weakest
of precedents for a female ruler of the Habsburg domains.
Charles feared that on his death the Austrian Habsburg
lands might fall prey to the surrounding powers, as had
those of the Spanish Habsburgs in 1700. He was determined
to prevent that disaster and to provide his domains with the
semblance of legal unity. To those ends, he devoted most of

THE SIEGE OF VIENNA In 1683, the Ottomans laid siege to Vienna. Only the arrival of
Polish forces under King John III Sobieski (r. 1674-1696) saved the Habsburg capital.
SOURCE: Erich Lessing/Art Resource, NY

his reign to seeking the approval of his family, the estates
of his realms, and the major foreign powers for a document
called the Pragmatic Sanction.

This document provided the legal basis for a single
line of inheritance within the Habsburg dynasty through
Charles VI's daughter Maria Theresa (r. 1740-1780). When
Charles VI died in October 1740, he believed he had secured
legal unity for the Habsburg Empire and a safe succession
for his daughter. Despite the Pragmatic Sanction, however,
his failure to provide his daughter with a strong army or
a full treasury left her inheritance open to foreign aggres-
sion. In December 1740, Frederick II of Prussia invaded the
Habsburg province of Silesia in eastern Germany, and Maria
Theresa had to fight for her inheritance.

13.5.3 Prussia and the Hohenzollerns

The rise of Prussia occurred within the German power vac-
uum created by the Peace of Westphalia. The extraordinary
Hohenzollern family, which had ruled Brandenburg since
1417, was responsible for the new Prussian power. Through
inheritance the family had acquired the duchy of Cleves and
the counties of Mark and Ravensburg in 1614, East Prus-
sia in 1618, and Pomerania in 1648. (See Map 13—4.) Except
for Pomerania, none of these lands shared a border with
Brandenburg. Still, by the late seventeenth century, the geo-
graphically scattered Hohenzollern holdings represented a
block of territory within the Holy Roman Empire, second
in size only to that of the Habsburgs.

Frederick William (r. 1640-1688), who became known
as the Great Elector, forged these areas into a modern state.
He established himself and his successors as the central
uniting power by breaking the local noble estates, organiz-
ing a royal bureaucracy, and building a strong army. (He
also issued a proclamation, granting refuge
to French Huguenots, whose productive
skills, he hoped, would contribute to the
economic development of his domains.)

Between 1655 and 1660, Sweden and
Poland fought each other across the Great
Elector’s holdings in Pomerania and East
Prussia. Frederick William had neither an
adequate army nor the tax revenues to con-
front this threat. In 1655, the Brandenburg
estates refused to grant him new taxes;
however, he proceeded to collect them by
military force. In 1659, a different grant of
taxes, originally made in 1653, elapsed;
Frederick William continued to collect them
as well as those he had imposed by his own
authority. He used the money to build an
army, which allowed him to continue to
enforce his will without the approval of the
nobility. Similar coercion took place against
the nobles in his other territories.
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In the seventeenth century, Brandenburg-Prussia expanded mainly

by acquiring dynastic titles in geographically separated lands. In the
eighteenth century, it expanded through aggression to the east, seizing
Silesia in 1740 and various parts of Poland in 1772, 1793, and 1795.

There was, however, a political and social trade-off
between the Elector and his various nobles. In exchange
for their obedience to the Hohenzollerns, the Junkers, or
German noble landlords, received the right to demand obe-
dience from their serfs. Frederick William also chose as the
local administrators of the tax structure men who would
normally have been members of the noble branch of the
old parliament. As the years passed, Junkers increasingly
dominated the army officer corps, and this situation became
even more pronounced during the eighteenth century. All
officials and army officers took an oath of loyalty directly to
the Elector. The army and the Elector thus came to embody
the otherwise absent unity of the state. The army made
Prussia a valuable potential ally.

Yet even with the considerable accomplishments of the
Great Elector, the house of Hohenzollern did not possess a
crown. The achievement of a royal title was one of the few
state-building accomplishments of Frederick I (r. 1688-1713).
This son of the Great Elector was the least “Prussian” of his
family during these crucial years. He built palaces, founded
Halle University (1694), patronized the arts, and lived lux-
uriously. In the War of the Spanish Succession, he put his
army at the disposal of the Habsburg Holy Roman Emperor
Leopold I. In exchange, the emperor permitted Frederick to
assume the title of “King in Prussia” in 1701.

His successor, Frederick William I (r. 1713-1740), was
both the most eccentric monarch to rule the Hohenzollern
domains and one of the most effective. He organized the
bureaucracy along military lines, and the discipline that he
applied to the army was fanatical. The Prussian military grew
from about 39,000 in 1713 to more than 80,000 in 1740, mak-
ing it the third or fourth largest army in Europe. Prussia’s
population, in contrast, ranked thirteenth in size. Separate
laws applied to the army and to civilians. Laws, customs,
and royal attention made the officer corps the highest social
class of the state, and military service thus attracted the sons
of Junkers. In this fashion the army, the Junker nobility, and
the monarchy were forged into a single political entity. Mili-
tary priorities and values dominated Prussian government,
society, and daily life as in no other state in Europe. It has
often been said that whereas other states possessed armies,
the Prussian army possessed its state.

Although Frederick William I built the best army in
Europe, he avoided conflict. His army was a symbol of
Prussian power and unity, not an instrument for foreign
adventures or aggression. At his death in 1740, he passed
to his son Frederick II, later known as Frederick the Great
(r. 1740-1786), this superb military machine, but not the wis-
dom to refrain from using it. Almost immediately on com-
ing to the throne, Frederick II upset the Pragmatic Sanction
and invaded Silesia, crystallizing the Austrian-Prussian
rivalry for control of Germany that would dominate central
European affairs for more than a century.



