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Preface

ut of Many: A History of the American People, ninth edition, offers a distinctive

and timely approach to American history, highlighting the experiences of

diverse communities of Americans in the unfolding story of our country. The
stories of these communities offer a way of examining the complex historical forces
shaping people’s lives at various moments in our past. The debates and conflicts sur-
rounding the most momentous issues in our national life—independence, emerging
democracy, slavery, westward settlement, imperial expansion, economic depression,
war, technological change—were largely worked out in the context of local communi-
ties. Through communities we focus on the persistent tensions between everyday life
and those larger decisions and events that continually reshape the circumstances of
local life. Each chapter opens with a description of a representative community. Some
of these portraits feature American communities struggling with one another: African
slaves and English masters on the rice plantations of colonial Georgia, or Tejanos and
Americans during the Texas war of independence. Other chapters feature portraits of
communities facing social change: the feminists of Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848, or
the African Americans of Montgomery, Alabama, in 1955. As the story unfolds we find
communities growing to include ever larger groups of Americans: the soldiers from
every colony who forged the Continental Army into a patriotic national force at Valley
Forge during the American Revolution, or the moviegoers who aspired to a collective
dream of material prosperity and upward mobility during the 1920s.

Out of Many is also the only American history text with a truly continental per-
spective. With community vignettes from New England to the South, the Midwest
to the far West, we encourage students to appreciate the great expanse of our nation.
For example, a vignette of seventeenth-century Santa Fé, New Mexico, illustrates the
founding of the first European settlements in the New World. We present territorial
expansion into the American West from the viewpoint of the Mandan villagers of the
upper Missouri River of North Dakota. We introduce the policies of the Reconstruc-
tion era through the experience of African Americans in Hale County, Alabama. A
continental perspective drives home to students that American history has never been
the preserve of any particular region.

Out of Many includes extensive coverage of our diverse heritage. Our country is
appropriately known as “a nation of immigrants,” and the history of immigration to
America, from the seventeenth to the twenty-first centuries, is fully integrated into
the text. There is sustained and close attention to our place in the world, with special
emphasis on our relations with the nations of the Western Hemisphere, especially our
near neighbors, Canada and Mexico. The statistical data in the final chapter has been
completely updated with the results of the 2010 census.

In these ways Out of Many breaks new ground, but without compromising its cov-
erage of the traditional turning points that we believe are critically important to an
understanding of the American past. Among these watershed events are the Revolu-
tion and the struggle over the Constitution, the Civil War and Reconstruction, and the
Great Depression and World War II. In Out of Many, however, we seek to integrate the
narrative of national history with the story of the nation’s many diverse communities.
The Revolutionary and Constitutional period tested the ability of local communities
to forge a new unity, and success depended on their ability to build a nation with-
out compromising local identity. The Civil War and Reconstruction formed a second
great test of the balance between the national ideas of the Revolution and the power
of local and sectional communities. The Depression and the New Deal demonstrated



the importance of local communities and the growing power of national institutions
during the greatest economic challenge in our history. Out of Many also looks back
in a new and comprehensive way—from the vantage point of the beginning of a new
century and the end of the Cold War—at the salient events of the last 65 years and
their impact on American communities. The community focus of Out of Many weaves
the stories of the people and the nation into a single compelling narrative.

Out of Many, ninth edition, is completely updated with the most recent schol-
arship on the history of America and the United States. All the chapters have been
extensively reviewed, revised, and rewritten. The chapters covering the period from
1974 to the present have been rewritten and reorganized to emphasize the profound
impact of social and economic inequality on contemporary American life. Throughout
the book the text and graphics are presented in a stunning new design.
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Content Highlights

Special Features

Out of Many offers a wealth of special features and pedagogical aids that reinforce our
narrative and help students grasp key topics and concepts.

Community and Diversity. This special introductory essay begins students’ jour-
ney into the narrative history that unfolds in Out of Many. The essay acquaints
students with the major themes of the book and provides them with a framework
for understanding American history. (pp. xlv—xlvii)

American Communities. Each chapter opens with a story that highlights the
experiences of diverse communities of Americans as a way of examining the com-
plex historical forces shaping people’s lives at various moments in our past.

Communities in Conflict. This special feature highlights two primary sources that
offer opposing voices on a controversial historical issue. With introductory source
notes and critical thinking questions, “Communities in Conflict” offers students
and instructors the opportunity to discuss how Americans have struggled to re-
solve their differences at every point in our past.

SEEING History. This feature helps students use visual culture to make sense
of the past. These carefully chosen images, with critical thinking questions for
interpretation, include a broad array of fine art, drawings, political cartoons, ad-
vertisements, and photographs. Encouraged to look at the image with an analytical
eye, students will think critically about how visual sources can illuminate their
understanding of American history and the important role visuals play in our
knowledge of the past.

Tables. Tables provide students with a summary of complex issues.

Photos and Illustrations. The abundant illustrations in Out of Many include exten-
sive captions that treat the images as visual primary source documents from the
American past, describing their source and explaining their significance.

Time Lines and Key Terms. A time line at the end of each chapter helps students
build a framework of key events. Key Terms bolded within chapters help students
review, reinforce, and retain the material in each chapter.

Revel for the Ninth Edition

The eighth edition of Out of Many was the first to be available in the powerful and
innovative Revel platform. The ninth edition features a revised Revel program that
takes even greater advantage of all that Revel has to offer. This program was designed
with the specific content of Out of Many 9e in mind. For example, at the same time that
the chapters covering the period 1974 to the present were revised to emphasize issues
of social and economic inequality, new interactive elements and videos were created
to amplify and enhance the new content.

Videos. Every chapter features selections from an exciting new series of videos.
Created in partnership with the Smithsonian Institution, these videos focus on a
wide range of unique artifacts from the Smithsonian collection, using these artifacts
as starting points for explaining and illuminating the American historical experi-
ence. Out of Many uses more than 90 videos from the series.



