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“I'have looked at many comparative politics textbooks and none of them have appealed
to me the way that this one did right away. Some aim too high and ask far too much of
students, losing them in a sea of concepts with few tools to make sense of them. Others
aim too low and ask far too little of students, failing to challenge them on the essen-
tial themes and concepts of comparative politics. This one finds the middle ground by
presenting topics in an interesting and engaging manner and challenging students to
cultivate their analytical skills.”—Katy Crossley-Frolick, Denison University

“David Samuels helps students make sense of complex theoretical questions and ap-
proaches, and he applies them very effectively to case examples. This textbook beats
all the alternatives; it is very well thought-out.”—Kenneth Roberts, Cornell University

“Samuels engages professors as well as students by making our field accessible with-
out compromising the curiosities and complexities that make it so interesting. The
study of institutions, interests, and identities introduces undergraduates to the politics
of countries in the world through a rigorous lens of comparative analysis. Samuels
raises the most interesting questions and puzzles within our field and guides the stu-
dent through the methods of comparative politics science. To have a textbook that
moves beyond a list of concepts and an historical chronology of countries is immense-
ly satisfying.”—Lauretta Frederking, University of Portland

“I am delighted that the author recognizes how graduate-level comparative political
scientists are trained and that he has brought this approach to the undergraduate level.
This is useful training not only for budding comparative politics students but for those
who seek to become informed world citizens.”—Jennifer White, University of Georgia

“Comparative Politics is a theory-centered introductory text that perfectly balances the
substantive nature of our field with the level of accessibility necessary for an under-
graduate class.”—Julie Mazzei, Kent State University

“David Samuels provides a strong introduction to the themes, concepts, and current
debates of comparative politics without burying the reader in a mound of empirical
details. It encourages hypothesis testing, fosters students’ critical thinking skills, and en-
courages students to place current political developments in context.”—John Scherpereel,
James Madison University

“I am impressed that Samuels does not shy away from introducing students to the ma-
jor debates in comparative politics and having them evaluate competing arguments.
In trying to get the students to think theoretically, he has definitely chosen an approach
that will challenge the best students.”—Steve Barracca, Eastern Kentucky University

“This is a readable and well-organized exploration of major topics in comparative
politics that brings together basic as well as more advanced topics. It provides stu-
dents with examples of how to actually do comparative politics and prompts them
to think through the major arguments of the field.”—Wendy N. Whitman Cobb, Santa
Fe College



“David Samuels does a better job than any I have seen of discussing key themes in
comparative politics in an intelligent and well-written way. He raises the big ques-
tions in a straightforward and engaged manner, and he does a good job of addressing
them in comparative perspective with the American institutions that my students
know well.”—Kevin Deegan-Krause, Wayne State University

“Samuels offers students a theoretically robust yet highly accessible introduction to
the study of comparative politics. He clearly introduces core concepts and theories,
offering compelling examples that encourage students to think through different
ways of answering fundamental questions that define the field. I'm thrilled to see the
strong focus on political identity in an introductory textbook.”—James Ross, Univer-
sity of Northern Colorado

“I have been teaching introductory comparative politics for over four years now, and
I have examined some fifteen textbooks for this class. Samuels” textbook is one of
the best, and I will strongly consider adopting it.”—Amnca Turcu, University of Central
Florida
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Preface

tudents who enroll in an introductory

course on comparative politics should be

prepared to encounter some tough but fas-
cinating questions: Why are some states democ-
racies while others are not? Why does ethnicity
seem to be at the heart of so much conflict in
the world today? Can religious extremism coex-
ist with democracy? How and why do men and
women participate in politics differently around
the world? What prompts people to become polit-
ically active? Why are some countries increasingly
rich while others remain desperately poor? These
questions touch upon just a few of the themes that
comparative politics explores today.

Students and scholars of comparative poli-
tics are trained to use these kinds of questions to
delve into their own particular interests. I wrote
Comparative Politics—using a question-driven
approach—to mirror the process of good political
science research. I aimed to make this text differ-
ent from other introductions to comparative poli-
tics by focusing on asking the sorts of questions
that engage anyone with an interest in politics—
citizens, students, and scholars—and on answering
those questions in ways that are meaningful to
undergraduates.

What is the pedagogical payoff from a the-
matic, question-driven approach to compara-
tive politics? I know from personal experience
as well as from countless conversations with col-
leagues around the world that, in the classroom,
we often struggle to teach students how to rec-
ognize a good argument in political science, not
to mention the effort we put into teaching them
to make their own arguments—that is, how to
formulate a thesis, connect statements logically,
determine whether evidence is confirmatory or

Xiv

contradictory, and bring everything together in a
strong conclusion.

Comparative Politics not only introduces stu-
dents to the main questions comparative politics
explores; it introduces them to how scholars go
about doing comparative politics. Our discipline
is fundamentally about constructing arguments,
and an introductory course should focus on de-
veloping not just informed and engaged citizens,
but informed, engaged, and analytical citizens—
the last being a core element in a liberal arts edu-
cation. This may seem like a tall order, yet I have
written Comparative Politics with this goal as a cen-
tral organizing principle. Students who use this
text will learn to identify and discuss questions
central to our subfield. They will also learn to
recognize competing hypotheses, apply research
to arguments by analyzing and critically assessing
evidence, and relate different perspectives to each
other analytically.

Features
Approach

To support the question-driven approach de-
scribed above, each chapter of Comparative Politics
begins with a question that focuses on a core
aspect of what politics is all about around the
world. Framing the chapter’s subject as a question
provides a narrative thread for students to follow
as they read the chapter; it also fosters classroom
discussion, illustrates how scholars go about an-
swering similar questions, and provides a clear
reference point for students to articulate answers
on their own that they can use for assignments
and exams. To help students grasp the importance



of the chapter-opening question, a real-world ex-
ample is provided. For example, in Chapter 6, the
opening image shows a French Muslim woman in
a red, white, and blue headscarf, and the example
explores the French separation of church and
state; both set up the question, “When does iden-
tity become politicized?”

After the main question is introduced, each
chapter is organized around the ways scholars
have attempted to answer it. For example, Chapter
10 asks, “What causes political violence?” It then
guides students through the various facets of the
topic and ways to critically assess and weigh
sources of conflict. Every chapter in Comparative
Politics follows a similar approach, posing a
question that introduces a theme, and then ex-
ploring different ways to answer that question.
Throughout every chapter, more real-world ex-
amples are employed to ground the question and
clarify the discussion. Although the chapter topics
are sometimes complex, they are all tightly orga-
nized and written in clear and accessible prose.

Furthermore, as each chapter progresses, the
core chapter question is supported by subques-
tions that appear in the margins to encourage stu-
dents to examine more than one facet of a political
puzzle. For example, political economy can be an
intimidating topic for many. The main question in
Chapter 11 is “How do states promote economic
development?” To answer that question, students
must first understand how states and markets
are intertwined. Therefore, the first section of the
chapter asks and answers the question, “What
is the relationship between states and markets?”
Every subquestion relates back to the chapter’s
core question and builds toward the next sub-
question, and each chapter concludes by return-
ing to the chapter question and summarizing
what was learned. In short, each chapter shows
students how political scientists engage a smaller
piece of a larger puzzle and then explore, debate,
and articulate plausible answers to key questions
about politics in the world today.
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Coverage

Comparative Politics introduces students to the full
breadth of our subfield by exploring common
themes like institutions and interests, as well as
topics that are often downplayed, particularly how
political identities bridge institutions and interests.
An understanding of political identity is vital to-
day, because many of the most pressing and con-
tentious political issues around the world—issues
that students find personally compelling—touch
on such questions as the tension between ethnic-
ity and political instability, gender and political
change, and religion and democracy.

Chapter 1 poses the question some under-
graduates might ask their instructors—“Why
study comparative politics?”—and focuses on
the methods we use to ask and answer these
sorts of questions. At its simplest, the comparative
method involves comparing and contrasting cases
that share attributes but differ on outcomes, or
that differ on attributes but share outcomes. The
goal of such comparisons is to generate hypoth-
eses that offer plausible answers to our questions
about what politics is all about.

Chapter 2 asks the foundational question
“Where do ‘states’ come from?” and begins to
answer it by unraveling Hobbes’s collective action
problem. Chapters 3 and 4 define and differentiate
the different kinds of states: democratic and non-
democratic political regimes. Chapter 5 focuses on
the causes of transitions from democracy to non-
democracy, or vice versa.

The next few chapters shift the focus toward
political identities, keeping in mind that they
cannot be fully separated from political institu-
tions or interests. After all, institutions shape how
identities gain representation in the formal realm
of politics—and political identity is often the raw
material from which individuals and groups con-
struct their political interests. Chapter 6 asks,
“When does identity become politicized?” and
explores the conditions under which ethnicity and
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nationalism become politicized. Chapter 7 turns
to another significant question—"“What is the re-
lationship between religious identity and democ-
racy?”’—while Chapter 8 explores the political
consequences of changing conceptions of gender
around the world.

The next two chapters turn to the question of
how and why individuals” political interests and
identities are mobilized collectively. Chapter 9 ex-
plores peaceful forms of collective action—interest
groups, social movements, and political parties—
while Chapter 10 asks why people sometimes take
up arms against the established political order.

The last three chapters turn to pressing ques-
tions at the intersection of politics and economics.
Chapter 11 asks, “How do states promote economic
development?” while Chapter 12 explores why
some countries tax and spend more than others.
Finally, Chapter 13 investigates the question of glo-
balization and its impact.

Pedagogy

Extensive pedagogy is also included in every
chapter to help students comprehend key con-
cepts and apply them.

e Hypothesis Testing boxes allow students to
apply what they have learned in every chap-
ter. As opposed to asking questions, each box
opens with a statement that can be tested by
exploring real-world country cases. Every box
is consistently structured to walk students
through the process of “Gathering Evidence”
in order to “Assess the Hypothesis.” Each
exercise is meant to engage students actively
with the process of comparative politics, pro-
viding them with opportunities to learn how
to recognize and ultimately construct their
own arguments.

e Every major section concludes with a sum-
mary table that reviews key concepts in an
organized and easy-to-read format.

e Every chapter includes a marginal glossary to
support students” understanding of new and
important concepts at first encounter.

¢ For easy reference, key terms from the mar-
ginal glossary are repeated at the end of each
chapter, along with review questions and an
annotated list of suggested readings.

¢ Numerous color photos and figures are inte-
grated into the text to enliven the narrative.

New to This Update

e Updated figures and tables that support
the narrative through the presentation of
pertinent data that concisely illustrate key
concepts.

e Revised discussion of how political scientists
measure “state strength” using the Fragile
States Index, with new, more intuitive discus-
sion of the index’s application to real-world
events.

e Updated discussion of electoral institutions
to account for results of elections in Israel,
Portugal, France, India, and Germany.

* Revised exploration of the topic of “illiberal
democracies” and the future of regime change
to enhance relevance and promote discussion
of recent pessimistic views of global politics,
which predict a weakening or even collapse of
democracy around the world.

e Expanded coverage of nationalism in
Chapter 6 to take into account recent events
such as Brexit in the United Kingdom, the
election of Donald Trump in the United
States, and the spread of anti-immigrant sen-

timent in Western Europe.

e Updated discussion of the political conse-
quences of globalization to tie the topic to
current events in Europe and elsewhere.



¢ Numerous new examples introduced through-
out the text, recognizing the need to continu-
ously update and refresh the material; politics
involves constant change, and to keep the text
relevant to disciplinary questions, many ex-
amples have been replaced or updated.

Revel™

Revel is an interactive learning environment that
deeply engages students and prepares them for
class. Media and assessment integrated directly
within the author’s narrative lets students read,
explore interactive content, and practice in one
continuous learning path. Thanks to the dynamic
reading experience in Revel, students come to
class prepared to discuss, apply, and learn from
instructors and from each other.

Learn more about Revel

www.pearson.com/revel

¢ Current Events Bulletins feature author-
written articles that put breaking news and
current events into the context of comparative
politics.

® Videos bring to life chapter contents and key
moments in comparative politics. Topics include
Brexit, populism, and current heads of state.

* Assessments tied to primary chapter sec-
tions, as well as full chapter exams, allow
instructors and students to track progress and
get immediate feedback.

e Integrated Writing Opportunities, helping
students reason and write more clearly, are
offered in several forms:
¢ Journal prompts ask students to synthesize
and apply what they have learned after
each module.

e Shared writing prompts encourage stu-
dents to think critically about the concepts
and challenges laid out in the chapter.
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Through these discussion threads, instruc-
tors and students can explore multiple sides
of an issue by sharing their own views and
responding to each other’s viewpoints.

e Essay prompts are from Pearson’s Writ-
ing Space, where instructors can assign
both automatically graded and instructor-
graded prompts. Writing Space is the best
way to develop and assess concept mas-
tery and critical thinking through writ-
ing. Writing Space provides a single place
within Revel to create, track, and grade
writing assignments; access writing re-
sources; and exchange meaningful, per-
sonalized feedback quickly and easily to
improve results.

Learning Management
Systems

Pearson provides Blackboard Learn™, Canvas™,
Brightspace by D2L, and Moodle integration,
giving institutions, instructors, and students
easy access to Revel. Our Revel integration de-
livers streamlined access to everything your
students need for the course in these learning
management system (LMS) environments. Single
Sign-on: With single sign-on, students are ready
on their first day. From your LMS course, stu-
dents have easy access to an interactive blend of
authors’ narrative, media, and assessment. Grade
Sync: Flexible, on-demand grade synchronization
capabilities allow you to control exactly which
Revel grades should be transferred to the LMS
gradebook.

Supplements

Make more time to engage with your students
with instructor resources that offer effective learn-
ing assessments and classroom engagement.


http://www.pearson.com/revel
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Pearson’s partnership with educators does not
end with the delivery of course materials; Pearson
is there with you on the first day of class and
beyond. A dedicated team of local Pearson repre-
sentatives will work with you to not only choose
course materials but also integrate them into your
class and assess their effectiveness. Our goal is
your goal—to improve instruction with each
semester.

Pearson is pleased to offer the following
resources to qualified adopters of Comparative
Politics. Several of these supplements are avail-
able for instant download on the Instructor
Resource Center (IRC); please visit the IRC at
www.pearsonhighered.com/irc to register for
access.

e Test Bank

Evaluate learning at every level. Reviewed for

clarity and accuracy, the Test Bank measures

this material’s learning objectives with true/
false, multiple-choice, and essay questions.

You can easily customize the assessment to

work in any major learning management

system and to match what is covered in your
course. Word, PDF, and BlackBoard versions
are available on the IRC, and Respondus ver-
sions are available on request from www.re-
spondus.com.

® Pearson MyTest

This powerful assessment generation program

includes all of the questions in the Test Bank.

Quizzes and exams can be easily authored

and saved online, and then printed for class-

room use, giving you ultimate flexibility to
manage assessments anytime and anywhere.

To learn more, visit www.pearsonhighered.

com/mytest.

¢ Instructor’s Resource Manual
Create a comprehensive road map for teach-
ing classroom, online, or hybrid courses. De-
signed for new and experienced instructors,
the Instructor’s Resource Manual includes
learning objectives; chapter summaries and
outlines; lecture and discussion suggestions;

and activities for in or out of class. Available
within Revel and on the IRC.
e PowerPoint Presentation

Make lectures more enriching for students.
The PowerPoint Presentation includes a full
lecture outline and figures from the book and
Revel edition. Available within Revel and on
the IRC.
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