


A self-described propagandist for civil rights, photojournalist Matt Herron (1931–
2020) moved south with his family in the early 1960s and assembled a team of pho-
tographers to document the freedom struggle. In 1965, he captured an iconic image 
of the voting rights protests in Selma, Alabama. Against a gray, cloudy sky, a mostly 
male, African American column of marchers carries two American flags—at once 
a proclamation of loyalty and a demand for full US citizenship.

About the Cover





OF THE PEOPLE





Michael McGerr

Camilla Townsend

Karen M. Dunak

Mark Summers

Jan Ellen Lewis

New York  Oxford

Oxford Unviersity Press

 A History of the United States

VOLUME II

Since 1865

OF THE PEOPLE

WITH SOURCES

FIFTH EDITION



Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford.
It furthers the University’s objective of excellence in research, scholarship,  
and education by publishing worldwide. Oxford is a registered trademark of  
Oxford University Press in the UK and certain other countries.

Published in the United States of America by Oxford University Press
198 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10016, United States of America.

© 2022, 2019, 2017, 2013, and 2011 by Oxford University Press

For titles covered by Section 112 of the US Higher Education  
Opportunity Act, please visit www.oup.com/us/he for the latest  
information about pricing and alternate formats.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in  
a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the  
prior permission in writing of Oxford University Press, or as expressly permitted  
by law, by license, or under terms agreed with the appropriate reproduction  
rights organization. Inquiries concerning reproduction outside the scope of the  
above should be sent to the Rights Department, Oxford University Press,  
at the address above.

You must not circulate this work in any other form  
and you must impose this same condition on any acquirer.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: McGerr, Michael E., author. | Townsend, Camilla, 1965- author. |  
   Dunak, Karen M., author. | Summers, Mark (History professor), author. | 
   Lewis, Jan, 1949-2018, author.
Title: Of the people : a history of the United States with sources /  
   Michael McGerr, Camilla Townsend, Karen M. Dunak, Mark Summers, Jan  
   Ellen Lewis.
Other titles: History of the United States with sources
Description: Fi�h edition. | New York : Oxford University Press, [2022] |  
   Includes bibliographical references and index. | Contents: Volume 1. To  
   1877—Volume 2. Since 1865. | Summary: "A higher education history  
   text for United States history courses"— Provided by publisher.
Identifiers: LCCN 2021006879 (print) | LCCN 2021006880 (ebook) | ISBN  
   9780197585955 (v. 1 ; paperback) | ISBN 9780197585962 | ISBN  
   9780197586150 (v. 2 ; paperback) | ISBN 9780197586167 | ISBN  
   9780197585986 (v. 1 ; epub) | ISBN 9780197585979 (v. 1 ; pdf) | ISBN  
   9780197586181 (v. 2 ; epub) | ISBN 9780197586174 (v. 2 ; pdf)
Subjects: LCSH: United States—History—Textbooks. | United  
   States—History—Sources.
Classification: LCC E178.1 .M455 2022 (print) | LCC E178.1 (ebook) | DDC  
   973—dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021006879
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021006880

9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
Printed in Mexico by Quad/Mexico

http://www.oup.com/us/he
https://lccn.loc.gov/2021006879
https://lccn.loc.gov/2021006880


Jan Ellen Lewis

1949–2018

Historian, Teacher, Friend



CHAPTER 15

Reconstructing a Nation, 1865– 1877 482

CHAPTER 16

The Triumph of Industrial Capitalism, 

1850–1890 522

CHAPTER 17

The Culture and Politics of Industrial  

America, 1870–1892 554

CHAPTER 18

Industry and Empire, 1890–1900 588

CHAPTER 19

A United Body of Action, 1900–1916 622

CHAPTER 20

A Global Power, 1914–1919 654

CHAPTER 21

The Modern Nation, 1919–1928 684

CHAPTER 22

A Great Depression and a New Deal, 

1929–1940 716

Brief Contents

Maps xxviii | Features xxx | Preface xxxii

About the Authors xliv



CHAPTER 23

The Second World War, 1941–1945 746

CHAPTER 24

The Cold War, 1945–1954 780

CHAPTER 25

The Consumer Society, 1945–1961 812

CHAPTER 26

“The Table of Democracy,” 1960–1968 846

CHAPTER 27

Living with Less, 1968–1980 880

CHAPTER 28

The Triumph of Conservatism, 1980–1991 914

CHAPTER 29

The Globalized, Information Society, 

1989–2008 950

CHAPTER 30

“The American Dream,” 2008–2021 986

Appendix A: Historical Documents A-1

Appendix B: Historical Facts and Data B-1

Glossary G-1 | Photo Credits C-1 | Index I-1



Maps xxviii

Features xxx

Preface xxxii

 Hallmark Features xxxiv
 New to the Fi�h Edition xxxv
 Digital Learning Resources for Of the People xxxvii
 Acknowledgments xxxviii

About the Authors xliv

CHAPTER 15

Reconstructing a Nation, 1865–1877 482

American Portrait: John Dennett Visits a Freedmen’s Bureau Court 484

Wartime Reconstruction 486
Lincoln’s Ten Percent Plan Versus the Wade-Davis Bill 486
�e Meaning of Freedom 487
Experiments with Free Labor 488

Presidential Reconstruction, 1865–1867 490
�e Political Economy of Contract Labor 490
Resistance to Presidential Reconstruction 491
Congress Clashes with the President 492
Origins of the Fourteenth Amendment 492

Congressional Reconstruction 494
�e South Remade 494
�e Impeachment and Trial of Andrew Johnson 495
Radical Reconstruction in the South 496
Achievements and Failures of Radical Government 497
�e Political Economy of Sharecropping 498
�e Gospel of Prosperity 500
A Counterrevolution of Terrorism and Economic Pressure 502

America In The World: Reconstructing America’s Foreign Policy 503

A Reconstructed West 504
�e Overland Trail 504
�e Origins of Indian Reservations 505
Reforming Native American Tribes out of Existence 508

Contents

x



Contents  xi

The Retreat from Republican Radicalism 509
Republicans Become the Party of Moderation 509

Reconstructing the North 510
�e Fi�eenth Amendment and Nationwide African American Suffrage 510
Women and Suffrage 510

The End of Reconstruction 511
Corruption Is the Fashion 511
Liberal Republicans Revolt 512
“Redeeming” the South 513

Struggles For Democracy: An Incident at Coushatta, August 1874 514
�e Twice-Stolen Election of 1876 516
Sharecropping Becomes Wage Labor 517

Conclusion 520

Chapter 15 Primary Sources

15.1  Petroleum V. Nasby [David Ross Locke], A Platform for Northern 

 Democrats (1865) S15-2
15.2  A Black Tenant Farmer Describes Working Conditions S15-3
15.3  Sharecropping Contract Between Alonzo T. Mial and Fenner Powell 

(1886) S15-6
15.4 Joseph Farley, An Account of Reconstruction S15-7
15.5  A Southern Unionist Judge’s Daughter Writes the President for Help 

(1874) S15-8
15.6  Red Cloud Pleads the Plains Indians’ Point of View at Cooper Union 

(1870) S15-9

CHAPTER 16

The Triumph of Industrial Capitalism, 

1850–1890 522

American Portrait: Rosa Cassettari 524

The Political Economy of Global Capitalism 525
�e “Great Depression” of the Late Nineteenth Century 525

The Economic Transformation of the West 526
Cattlemen: From Drovers to Ranchers 527

America In The World: The Global Migration of Labor 528
Commercial Farmers Remake the Plains 529
Changes in the Land 530
�e West as a Treasure-House 530
America Moves to the City 531

American Landscape: Pioneers’ Paradise Lost 532



xii  Contents

The Rise of Big Business 535
�e Rise of Andrew Carnegie 535
Carnegie Dominates the Steel Industry 537
Big Business Consolidates 537

A New Social Order 540
Lifestyles of the Very Rich 541
�e Consolidation of the New Middle Class 541
�e Industrial Working Class Comes of Age 542
Social Darwinism and the Growth of Scientific Racism 543

Struggles For Democracy: “The Chinese Must Go” 546
�e Knights of Labor and the Haymarket Disaster 549

Conclusion 551

Chapter 16 Primary Sources

16.1 Stephen Crane Visits the “Breaker” at a Coal Mine S16-2
16.2  Visual Document: Alfred R. Waud, “Bessemer Steel Manufacture” 

(1876) S16-3
16.3 George Steevens, Excerpt from �e Land of the Dollar (1897) S16-4
16.4 James Baird Weaver, A Call to Action (1892) S16-6
16.5  Visual Documents: “Gi� for the Grangers” (1873) and the Jorns Family of 

Dry Valley, Custer County, Nebraska (1886) S16-8
16.6 William A. Peffer Pleads the Farmer’s Cause, 1891 S16-9

CHAPTER 17

The Culture and Politics of Industrial 

America, 1870–1892 554

American Portrait: Luna Kellie and the Farmers’ Alliance 556

The Elusive Boundaries of Male and Female 557
�e Victorian Construction of Male and Female 557
�e Moralists’ Crusade for Virtue and Self-Control 558
Urban Culture 560

A New Cultural Order: New Americans Stir Old Fears 561
Josiah Strong Attacks Immigration 562
From Immigrants to Ethnic Americans 562
�e Catholic Church and Its Limits in Immigrant Culture 563
Immigrant Cultures 564
�e Enemy at the Gates 565

Two Political Styles 567
�e Triumph of Party Politics 567
Masculine Partisanship and Feminine Voluntarism 569
�e Women’s Christian Temperance Union 569
�e Critics of Popular Politics 570



Contents  xiii

Economic Issues Dominate National Politics 571
Greenbacks and Greenbackers 571

Struggles For Democracy: The “Crusade” Against Alcohol 572
Weak Presidents Oversee a Stronger Federal Government 574

Government Activism and Its Limits 577

America In The World: Foreign Policy: The Limited Significance of 
 Commercial Expansion 578

States Discover Activism 579
Cities: Boss Rule and New Responsibilities 580

Challenging the New Industrial Order 581
Henry George and the Limits of Producers’ Ideology 581
Edward Bellamy and the Nationalist Clubs 582
Agrarian Revolt 582
�e Rise of the Populists 583

Conclusion 586

Chapter 17 Primary Sources

17.1 Emma Lazarus, “�e New Colossus” (1883) S17-2
17.2  Josiah Strong, Excerpts from “�e Superiority of the Anglo-Saxon Race” 

(1885) S17-2
17.3 Henry George, Excerpts from “�at We Might All Be Rich” (1883) S17-4
17.4  Jacob Riis, Excerpt from How the Other Half Lives (1890) and Visual 

 Document: Jacob Riis, “Nomads of the Street” (ca. 1890) S17-7
17.5 New York World, “How Tim Got the Votes” (1892) S17-9
17.6 Tammany Times, “And Reform Moves On” (1895) S17-11

CHAPTER 18

Industry and Empire, 1890–1900 588

American Portrait: J. P. Morgan 590

The Crisis of the 1890s 592
Hard Times and Demands for Help 592
�e Overseas Frontier 592
�e Drive for Efficiency 594
�e Struggle Between Management and Labor 594
Corporate Consolidation 596

A Modern Economy 596
Currency: Gold Versus Silver 597
�e Cross of Gold 597
�e Battle of the Standards 598



xiv  Contents

The Retreat from Politics 599
�e Lure of the Cities 599

American Landscape: Galveston, Texas, 1900 600
Inventing Jim Crow 602
�e Atlanta Compromise 603

Struggles For Democracy: The Wilmington Race Riot 604
Disfranchisement and the Decline of Popular Politics 606
Organized Labor Retreats from Politics 607

American Diplomacy Enters the Modern World 608
Sea Power and the Imperial Urge 608
�e Scramble for Empire 609
War with Spain 610
�e Anti-Imperialists 614
�e Philippine-American War 614
�e Open Door 616

Conclusion 619

Chapter 18 Primary Sources

18.1  Frederick Winslow Taylor, Excerpts from �e Principles of Scientific 

 Management (1911) S18-2
18.2 Booker T. Washington, “�e Atlanta Compromise” (1895) S18-3
18.3 �eodore Roosevelt, Excerpts from “�e Strenuous Life” (1899) S18-6
18.4 Platform for the Anti-Imperialist League (1899) S18-8

CHAPTER 19

A United Body of Action, 1900–1916 622

American Portrait: Helen Keller 624

Toward a New Politics 625
�e Insecurity of Modern Life 625
�e Decline of Partisan Politics 627
Social Housekeeping 627
Evolution or Revolution? 629

The Progressives 630
Social Workers and Muckrakers 631

Struggles For Democracy: Public Response to The Jungle 632
Dictatorship of the Experts 634
Progressives on the Color Line 635

Progressives in State and Local Politics 637
Redesigning the City 637



Contents  xv

Reform Mayors and City Services 638
Progressives and the States 639

A Push for “Genuine Democracy” and a “Moral Awakening” 640
�e Executive Branch Against the Trusts 641
�e Square Deal 642
Conserving Water, Land, and Forests 642
�eodore Roosevelt and Big Stick Diplomacy 644
Ta� and Dollar Diplomacy 645

American Landscape: The Hetch Hetchy Valley 645

Rival Visions of the Industrial Future 648
�e New Nationalism 648
�e 1912 Election 648
�e New Freedom 650

Conclusion 652

Chapter 19 Primary Sources
19.1 Daniel Burnham and Edward H. Bennet, Plan of Chicago (1909) S19-2
19.2 Upton Sinclair, Excerpts from �e Jungle (1906) S19-4
19.3  Visual Documents: Lewis Wickes Hine, National Child Labor  

Committee Photographs (Early 1900s) S19-8
19.4 Helen Keller, Excerpts from “Blind Leaders” (1913) S19-9

CHAPTER 20

A Global Power, 1914–1919 654

American Portrait: Walter Lippmann 656

The Challenge of Revolution 657
�e Mexican Revolution 658
Bringing Order to the Caribbean 659
A One-Sided Neutrality 659
�e Lusitania’s Last Voyage 660

The Drift to War 661
�e Election of 1916 661
�e Last Attempts at Peace 661
War Aims 662
�e Fight in Congress 662

Mobilizing the Nation and the Economy 663
Enforcing Patriotism 663

Struggles For Democracy: Eugene V. Debs Speaks Out Against the 
War 664

Regimenting the Economy 666



xvi  Contents

�e Great Migration 668
Reforms Become “War Measures” 669

Over There 671
Citizens into Soldiers 671
�e Fourteen Points 672
�e Final Offensive 673

Revolutionary Anxieties 676
Wilson in Paris 676
�e Senate Rejects the League 677
Red Scare 678

America In The World: The 1918 Influenza Epidemic 679

Conclusion 682

Chapter 20 Primary Sources
20.1 Eugene V. Debs, Excerpts from Canton, Ohio, Speech (1918) S20-2
20.2 George Creel, Excerpts from How We Advertised America (1920) S20-4
20.3 Woodrow Wilson, “Fourteen Points” Speech (1918) S20-6
20.4  Marysville Evening Tribune, Influenza, and the American  

Military (1918) S20-9

CHAPTER 21

The Modern Nation, 1919–1928 684

American Portrait: “America’s Sweetheart” 686

A Dynamic Economy 687
�e Development of Industry 687
�e Trend Toward Large-Scale Organization 689
�e Transformation of Work and the Workforce 689
�e Defeat of Organized Labor 690
�e Decline of Agriculture 691
�e Urban Nation 691

A Modern Culture 692
�e Spread of Consumerism 692
New Pleasures for a Mass Audience 693
A Sexual Revolution 695
Changing Gender Ideals 696

Struggles For Democracy: Flappers and Feminists 697
�e Family and Youth 698

American Landscape: The Tulsa Race Massacre  699
�e Celebration of the Individual 701



Contents  xvii

The Limits of the Modern Culture 701
�e Limits of Prosperity 701
�e “Lost Generation” of Intellectuals 702
Fundamentalist Christians and “Old-Time Religion” 702
Nativists and Immigration Restriction 703
�e Rebirth of the Ku Klux Klan 703
Mexican Americans 704
African Americans and the New Negro 706

A “New Era” in Politics and Government 707
�e Modern Political System 707
�e Republican Ascendancy 708
�e Politics of Individualism 710
Republican Foreign Policy 710
Extending the New Era 711

America In The World: J. Walter Thompson and International Markets 712

Conclusion 714

Chapter 21 Primary Sources

21.1  Hiram Wesley Evans, Excerpts from “�e Klan: Defender of  
Americanism” (1925) S21-2

21.2 Marie Prevost on “�e Flapper” (1923) S21-3
21.3 Visual Document: Colgate & Co. Advertisement (1925) S21-5
21.4  Robert Lynd and Helen Lynd, Excerpt from “Remaking Leisure in  

Middletown” (1929) S21-6

CHAPTER 22

A Great Depression and a New Deal, 

1929–1940 716

American Portrait: Dorothea Lange 718

The Great Depression 719
Causes 719
Descending into Depression 720
Hoover Responds 723

The First New Deal 725
�e Election of 1932 726
FDR Takes Command 727
Federal Relief 729
�e Farm Crisis 729

Struggles For Democracy: The Civilian Conservation Corps and a New 
Brand of Environmentalism 731

�e Blue Eagle 733



xviii  Contents

The Second New Deal 733
Critics Attack from All Sides 734
�e Second Hundred Days 735
Social Security for Some 735
Labor and the New Deal 737
�e New Deal Coalition 738

Crisis of the New Deal 740
Conservatives Counterattack 740

American Landscape: The 1937 Ohio River Flood 741
�e Liberal Crisis of Confidence 743

Conclusion 743

Chapter 22 Primary Sources

22.1 Franklin D. Roosevelt, First Inaugural Address (1933) S22-2
22.2  Visual Documents: Dorothea Lange, Farm Security Administration 

 Photographs (1930s) S22-5
22.3  “Ballad for Americans,” Federal �eater Project, Sing for Your Supper 

(1939) S22-6
22.4  Remembering the Great Depression, Excerpts from Studs Terkel’s Hard 

Times (1970) S22-10

CHAPTER 23

The Second World War, 1941–1945 746

American Portrait: A. Philip Randolph 748

Island in a Totalitarian Sea 749
A World of Hostile Blocs 750
�e Good Neighbor 750
America First? 751
Means Short of War 752

Turning the Tide 754
Midway and Coral Sea 755
Gone with the Dra� 756

America In The World: Martial Law in Hawaii 758
�e Winning Weapons 760
�e Second Front 762

Organizing for Production 763
A Mixed Economy 764
Industry Moves South and West 764
New Jobs in New Places 766
Women in Industry 766



Contents  xix

Between Idealism and Fear 768
Japanese Internment 769
No Shelter from the Holocaust 769

Struggles For Democracy: The Zoot Suit Riots 770

Closing with the Enemy 772
Taking the War to Europe 772
Island Hopping in the Pacific 774
Building a New World 774
�e Fruits of Victory 775

Conclusion 778

Chapter 23 Primary Sources
23.1 Franklin D. Roosevelt, “Four Freedoms” Speech (1941) S23-2
23.2 Charles Lindbergh, America First Committee Address (1941) S23-6
23.3  Letter from James G. �ompson to the Editor of the Pittsburgh  

Courier (1942) S23-8
23.4 From Italy to Chicago, Pfc. Ray Latal Comes Home (1945) S23-9

CHAPTER 24

The Cold War, 1945–1954 780

American Portrait: John Turchinetz 782

Origins of the Cold War 783
Ideological Competition 783
Uneasy Allies 784
From Allies to Enemies 785

National Security 786
�e Truman Doctrine 786
Containment 787
Taking Risks 789

American Landscape: The Nevada Test Site 790
Global Revolutions 792
Korea 792
NSC-68 794

The Reconversion of American Society 795
�e Postwar Economy 795
�e Challenge of Organized Labor 796
Opportunities for Women 797
Civil Rights for African Americans 798

The Frustrations of Liberalism 800
�e Democrats’ Troubles 800
Truman’s Comeback 801



xx  Contents

Fighting the Cold War at Home 803
Doubts and Fears in the Atomic Age 803
�e Anti-Communist Crusade 804
�e Hunt for Spies 804

Struggles For Democracy: The Hollywood Ten 806
�e Rise of McCarthyism 808

Conclusion 809

Chapter 24 Primary Sources

24.1  Harry S. Truman, Excerpts from Special Message to the Congress on 
Greece and Turkey (1947) S24-2

24.2 High School and College Graduates in the Cold War (1948-1950) S24-4
24.3 Statements by the United Auto Workers and General Motors (1945) S24-5
24.4  Harry S. Truman, Excerpts from Special Message to the Congress 

 Recommending a Comprehensive Health Program (1945) S24-6
24.5  Joseph McCarthy, Excerpts from Wheeling, West Virginia  

Speech (1950) S24-8

CHAPTER 25

The Consumer Society, 1945–1961 812

American Portrait: The Ricardos 814

Living the Good Life 815
Economic Prosperity 815

American Landscape: West Texas 816
�e Suburban Dream 818
�e Pursuit of Pleasure 818

A Homogeneous Society? 821
�e Discovery of Conformity 821
�e Decline of Class and Ethnicity 821
�e Resurgence of Religion and Family 822
Maintaining Gender Roles 823
Persisting Racial Differences 824
�e Survival of Diversity 826

The Eisenhower Era at Home and Abroad 827
“Ike” and 1950s America 827
Modern Republicanism 828
An Aggressive Cold War Strategy 829
Avoiding War with the Communist Powers 830
Crises in the �ird World 831

America in the World: American Tourists in Cold War Europe 834



Contents  xxi

Challenges to the Consumer Society 835
Rebellious Youth 836
�e Beat Movement 836
�e Rebirth of Environmentalism 837
�e Struggle for Civil Rights 837

Struggles For Democracy: “SOS”—SMOG! 838
�e Crisis of “Misplaced Power” 842

Conclusion 844

Chapter 25 Primary Sources

25.1  Gael Greene, “�e Battle of Levittown” (1957) S25-2
25.2  H. H. Remmers and D. H. Radler, Excerpts from “Teenage Attitudes” 

(1958) S25-4
25.3 Malvina Lindsay, “Science Alone No Answer to Sputnik” (1957) S25-7
25.4  United States Office of Civil and Defense Mobilization, Excerpts from 

“Survive Nuclear Attack” (1960) S25-8

CHAPTER 26

“The Table of Democracy,” 1960–1968 846

American Portrait: The A&T Four 848

New Approaches to Power 849
Grassroots Activism for Civil Rights 849
�e New Liberalism 849
�e New Conservatism 850
�e New Le� 850
�e Presidential Election of 1960 851

The New Frontier 851
Style and Substance 852
Civil Rights 853

American Landscape: “Spaceport USA” 854
Flexible Response and the �ird World 856
Two Confrontations with the Soviets 857
Kennedy and Vietnam 858

The Great Society 859
Lyndon Johnson’s Mandate 859
“Success Without Squalor” 860
Preserving Personal Freedom 861
�e Death of Jim Crow 862

The American War in Vietnam 864
Johnson’s Decision for War 864



xxii  Contents

Fighting a Limited War 865
�e War at Home 867

The Great Society Comes Apart 868
�e Emergence of Black Power 868
�e Youth Rebellion 870

Struggles For Democracy: Protest in the Schools 872
�e Rebirth of the Women’s Movement 872
Conservative Backlash 876
1968: A Tumultuous Year 876

Conclusion 878

Chapter 26 Primary Sources

26.1  Martin Luther King Jr., “Statement to the Press at the Beginning of 
the Youth Leadership Conference” (1960) and Student Nonviolent 
 Coordinating Committee, Statement of Purpose (1960) S26-2

26.2  John F. Kennedy, Excerpts from Inaugural Address (1961) S26-3
26.3  Lyndon B. Johnson, Excerpts from Address at Johns Hopkins University, 

“Peace Without Conquest” (1965) S26-4
26.4  Diane Carlson Evans, Oral History Interview on Her Service as an Army 

Nurse in Vietnam (2012) S26-7
26.5 John Wilcock, “�e Human Be-In” and “San Francisco” (1967) S26-9

CHAPTER 27

Living with Less, 1968–1980 880
American Portrait: “Fighting Shirley Chisholm” 882

A New Crisis: Economic Decline 883
Weakness at Home 883
�e Energy Crisis 884
Competition Abroad 884
�e Multinationals 885

American Landscape: The South Bronx 886
�e Impact of Decline 886

Confronting Decline: Nixon’s Strategy 889
A New Foreign Policy 889
Ending the Vietnam War 890
Chile and the Middle East 892
Taming Big Government 892
An Uncertain Economic Policy 893

Refusing to Settle for Less: Struggles for Rights 894
African Americans’ Struggle for Racial Justice 894
Women’s Liberation 895



Contents  xxiii

Mexican Americans and “Brown Power” 896
Asian American Activism 898
�e Struggle for Native American Rights 899
Gay Power 900

Backlash: From Radical Action to Conservative Reaction 901
“�e Movement” and the “Me Decade” 901
�e Plight of the White Ethnics 902
�e Republican Counterattack 902

Political Crisis: Three Troubled Presidencies 903
Watergate: �e Fall of Richard Nixon 903
Gerald Ford and a Skeptical Nation 905
“Why Not the Best?”: Jimmy Carter 907

Struggles For Democracy: The Pollster 908

Conclusion 912

Chapter 27 Primary Sources

27.1  Testimony of Gerald Dickey, Mergers and Industrial Concentration; 
Hearings Before the Subcommittee on Antitrust and Monopoly  
of the Committee on the Judiciary (1978) S27-2

27.2 Nixon Decides on the Christmas Bombing (1972) S27-4
27.3  New York Radical Women, Principles (1968) and Pat Maxwell, 

“ Homosexuals in the Movement” (1970) S27-6
27.4  Statements by Roman Pucinski, Ethnic Heritage Studies Centers; 

 Hearings Before the General Subcommittee on Education of the 
 Committee on Education and Labor (1970) S27-8

27.5 Clyde Warrior, “Statement” (1967) S27-9

CHAPTER 28

The Triumph of Conservatism, 

1980–1991 914
American Portrait: Linda Chavez 916

Creating a Conservative Majority 917
�e New Economy 917
�e Rehabilitation of Business 918
�e Rise of the Religious Right 919
�e 1980 Presidential Election 920

The Reagan Revolution at Home 921
�e Reagan Style 922
Shrinking Government 922
Reaganomics 923
�e 1984 Presidential Election 924



xxiv  Contents

The Reagan Revolution Abroad 925
Restoring American Power 925
Confronting the “Evil Empire” 926
�e Reagan Doctrine in the �ird World 927
�e Middle East and Terrorism 929
�e United States and the World Economy 929

America In The World: The Ethiopian Famine 930

The Battle over Conservative Social Values 932
Attacking the Legacy of the 1960s 932
Women’s Rights and Abortion 933
Gays and the AIDS Crisis 934
African Americans and Racial Inequality 936
“�e Decade of the Hispanic” 937

From Scandal to Triumph 938
Business and Religious Scandals 938
Political Scandals 939

American Landscape: Times Beach, Missouri 940
Setbacks for the Conservative Agenda 940
A Vulnerable Economy 942

Struggles For Democracy: Reagan at the Berlin Wall 944
Reagan’s Comeback 944

Conclusion 948

Chapter 28 Primary Sources

28.1 Jerry Falwell, Excerpts from Listen, America! (1980) S28-2
28.2  Ronald Reagan, Excerpts from “Address to the Nation on  

the  Economy” (1981) S28-4
28.3 �e Debate Over the Defense Build-Up (1983) S28-5
28.4 Equal Pay for Women (1982) S28-7
28.5  Excerpts from the Republican and Democratic Party Platforms on the 

State of the American Family (1984) S28-8

CHAPTER 29

The Globalized, Information Society, 

1989–2008 950

American Portrait: David Rockefeller 952

The Age of Globalization 953
�e Cold War and Globalization 953
New Communications Technologies 954
Multinationals and NGOs 954



Contents  xxv

Expanding Trade 955
Moving People 955

America In The World: Titanic and the Globalization of Hollywood 956
Contesting Globalization 956

A New Economy 958
From Industry to Information 958
A Second Economic Revolution? 959
Downsizing America 960
Boom and Insecurity 960

Democracy Deadlocked 961
George H. W. Bush and the End of the Reagan Revolution 961
�e Rebellion Against Politics as Usual 963
Clinton’s Compromise with Conservatism 964
Domestic Dissent and Terrorism 965
Scandal 967

Culture Wars 967
African Americans in the Post–Civil Rights Era 968
Family Values 969
Multiculturalism 970
Women in the Postfeminist Era 971
Contesting Gay and Lesbian Rights 972

Redefining Foreign Policy in the Global Age 973
�e New World Order 973
�e Persian Gulf War 974
Retreating from the New World Order 976
A New �reat 976

Twin Crises 977
“Bush 43” 977
9/11 978
�e Global War on Terror 979
�e Iraq War 980
Iraq and Afghanistan in Turmoil 980
Financial Crisis 981

Struggles For Democracy: “Gitmo” 982

Conclusion 983

Chapter 29 Primary Sources
29.1  Kenichi Ohmae, “Declaration of Interdependence Toward  

�e World—2005” (1990) and Helena Norberg-Hodge,  
“Break Up the Monoculture” (1996) S29-2

29.2  Solomon D. Trujillo, “Opportunity in the New Information Economy” 
(1998) S29-4



xxvi  Contents

29.3 �e Defense of Marriage Act (1996) S29-5
29.4  George H. W. Bush, Excerpts from “Address Before a Joint Session of the 

Congress on the Cessation of Hostilities in the Persian Gulf Conflict” 
(1991) S29-6

29.5  George W. Bush, Excerpts from “Address Before a Joint Session of the 
Congress on the United States Response to the Terrorist Attacks of 
 September 11” (2001) S29-7

CHAPTER 30

“The American Dream,” 2008–2021 986

American Portrait: Maria “Bambi” Roaquin 988

Obama and the Promise of Change 989
�e Presidential Election of 2008 989
Confronting Economic Crisis 989
Ending the Wars in Afghanistan and Iraq 991
�e Politics of Frustration 991
A Second Term 992
Climate Change 993
Unending War? 993

Diversity and Division 995
A Diverse Society of Color 995
Tolerance and Intolerance 996
LGBTQ Rights 997
Shi�ing Religious Beliefs and Practices 998

Economic Change and a Divided Nation 999
Jobs and Growth 999

American Landscape: The Winter Strawberry Capital of the World 1000
�e Rich, the Poor, and the Middle Class 1001
Women and Men 1003
Baby Boomers and Millennials 1003
Urban and Rural 1004

Democracy Under Stress 1004
Money and Politics 1005
Polarized Politics 1005
�e Presidential Election of 2016 1006
Economic Dynamism and Presidential Politics 1007
“Make America Great Again” 1008
“America First” 1009



Contents  xxvii

The Crisis of 2020 1010
Impeachment 1011
Pandemic 1011

Struggles For Democracy: #BlackLivesMatter, “Black Twitter,” and 
Smartphones 1012

“I Can’t Breathe” 1014
�e Presidential Election of 2020 1015

Conclusion 1018

Chapter 30 Primary Sources
30.1  Barack Obama, Keynote Address, Democratic Party Convention 

(2004) S30-2
30.2  Debate in the House of Representatives on a Resolution “�at Symbols 

and Traditions of Christmas Should Be Protected” (2005) S30-3
30.3  Harry M. Reid, “�e Koch Brothers” (2015) S30-5
30.4  Donald Trump, Extract of Remarks at a “Make America Great Again” 

Rally in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania (2017) S30-7
30.5 Children and Immigration Policy (2018) S30-9

Appendix A: Historical Documents A-1

Appendix B: Historical Facts and Data B-1

Glossary G-1

Photo Credits C-1

Index I-1



 15–1 Reconstruction and Redemption  496

 15–2 Sharecropping  500

 15–3  The Effect of Sharecropping in the South: The Barrow Planta-

tion in oglethorpe County, Georgia  501

 15–4 The overland Trails  505

 15–5 The Presidential Election, 1876  517

 16–1 Patterns of Global Migration, 1840–1900  527

 16–2 The Growth of Railroads, 1850–1890  536

 16–3 States’ Industries and Industrial Production, 1890–1919  539

 17–1 Houses of Prostitution, 1850–1859 and 1900–1909  559

 17–2 Population of Foreign Birth by Region, 1880  563

 17–3 The Election of 1888  577

 18–1 The Election of 1896  599

 18–2  The Spanish-American War: (a) Caribbean Theater; (b) Pacific 
Theater  613

 18–3a The Imperial World: Asia, Africa, and the Middle East  616

 18–3b The Imperial World: the Pacific and the Americas  617

 19–1 Growth of Public Lands  643

 19–2 United States in the Caribbean  647

 19–3 The Election of 1912  649

 20–1 The US Invasions of Mexico, 1914, 1917  659

 20–2 Western Front, 1918  673

 21–1 The Election of 1928  714

 22–1 Extent of the Dust Bowl  722

 22–2 The Presidential Election of 1932  727

 22–3 TVA Projects  730

 23–1 World War II in the Pacific, 1942–1945  755

 23–2 World War II in Europe, 1942–1945  763

 23–3 The Manhattan Project  765

 24–1 Cold War in Europe, 1950  789

 24–2 The Korean War, 1950–1953  793

 24–3 The 1948 Presidential Election  802

 25–1 America’s Cold War Alliances in Asia  832

 25–2 America’s Cold War Alliances in the Middle East  833

 25–3  African American Percentage of Population by State, 
1960  840

 26–1 The Presidential Election, 1960  852

 26–2 America’s War in Vietnam, 1965–1968  866

 26–3 Race Riots, 1965–1968  868

Maps

xxviii



Maps  xxix

 26–4 The Presidential Election, 1968  877

 27–1 Movement from Rustbelt to Sunbelt  888

 27–2 The Rise of Chicano Campus Activism, 1967–1971  898

 27–3 native American Population, 1980  899

 27–4 The Presidential Election, 1976  906

 28–1 The Growth of Evangelical Christianity  920

 28–2 The Presidential Election, 1980  921

 28–3  The Reagan Doctrine in Central America and the 
Caribbean  928

 28–4 Abortion in the 1980s  935

 29–1 Aging in America  962

 29–2 The Persian Gulf War  975

 30–1 The Presidential Election of 2008  990

 30–2  Percentage Change in Minority Population by County: 2000 to 
2010  996



AMERICAN PORTRAIT

John Dennett Visits a Freedmen’s Bureau Court (Chapter 15)

Rosa Cassettari (Chapter 16)

Luna Kellie and the Farmers’ Alliance (Chapter 17)

J. P. Morgan (Chapter 18)

Helen Keller (Chapter 19)

Walter Lippmann (Chapter 20)

“America’s Sweetheart” (Chapter 21)

Dorothea Lange (Chapter 22)

A. Philip Randolph (Chapter 23)

John Turchinetz (Chapter 24)

�e Ricardos (Chapter 25)

�e A&T Four (Chapter 26)

“Fighting Shirley Chisholm” (Chapter 27)

Linda Chavez (Chapter 28)

David Rockefeller (Chapter 29)

Maria “Bambi” Roaquin (Chapter 30)

AMERICAN LANDSCAPE

Pioneers’ Paradise Lost (Chapter 16)

Galveston, Texas, 1900 (Chapter 18)

�e Hetch Hetchy Valley (Chapter 19)

�e Tulsa Race Massacre (Chapter 21)

�e 1937 Ohio River Flood (Chapter 22)

�e Nevada Test Site (Chapter 24)

West Texas (Chapter 25)

“Spaceport USA” (Chapter 26)

�e South Bronx (Chapter 27)

Times Beach, Missouri (Chapter 28)

�e Winter Strawberry Capital of the World (Chapter 30)

Features

xxx



Features  xxxi

AMERICA IN THE WORLD

Reconstructing America’s Foreign Policy (Chapter 15)

�e Global Migration of Labor (Chapter 16)

Foreign Policy: �e Limited Significance of Commercial Expansion (Chapter 17)

�e 1918 Influenza Epidemic (Chapter 20)

J. Walter �ompson and International Markets (Chapter 21)

Martial Law in Hawaii (Chapter 23)

American Tourists in Cold War Europe (Chapter 25)

�e Ethiopian Famine (Chapter 28)

Titanic and the Globalization of Hollywood (Chapter 29)

STRUGGLES FOR DEMOCRACY

An Incident at Coushatta, August 1874 (Chapter 15)

“�e Chinese Must Go” (Chapter 16)

�e “Crusade” Against Alcohol (Chapter 17)

�e Wilmington Race Riot (Chapter 18)

Public Response to �e Jungle (Chapter 19)

Eugene V. Debs Speaks Out Against the War (Chapter 20)

Flappers and Feminists (Chapter 21)

�e Civilian Conservation Corps and a New Brand of Environmentalism  

(Chapter 22)

�e Zoot Suit Riots (Chapter 23)

�e Hollywood Ten (Chapter 24)

“SOS”—SMOG! (Chapter 25)

Protest in the Schools (Chapter 26)

�e Pollster (Chapter 27)

Reagan at the Berlin Wall (Chapter 28)

“Gitmo” (Chapter 29)

#BlackLivesMatter, “Black Twitter,” and Smartphones (Chapter 30)



At Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, on November 19, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln 
dedicated a memorial to the more than 3,000 Union soldiers who had died turn-
ing back a Confederate invasion in the first days of July. �ere were at least a few 
ways that the president could have justified the sad loss of life in the third year of 
a brutal war dividing North and South. He could have said it was necessary to de-
stroy the Confederacy’s cherished institution of slavery, to punish southerners for 
seceding from the United States, or to preserve the nation intact. Instead, at this 
crucial moment in American history, Lincoln gave a short, stunning speech about 
democracy. �e president did not use the word, but he offered its essence. �e term 
democracy came from the ancient Greek word demos—for “the people.” To honor 
the dead of Gettysburg, Lincoln called on northerners to ensure “that government 
of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”

With these words, Lincoln put democracy at the center of the Civil War and 
at the center of American history. �e authors of this book share his belief in the 
centrality of democracy; his words, “of the people,” give our book its title and its 
main theme. We see American history as a story “of the people,” of their struggles 
to shape their lives and their land.

Our choice of theme does not mean we believe that America has always been 
a democracy. Clearly, it has not. As Lincoln gave the Gettysburg Address, most 
 African Americans still lived in slavery. American women, North and South, lacked 
rights that many men enjoyed; for all their disagreements, white southerners and 
northerners viewed Native Americans as enemies. Neither do we believe that there 
is only a single definition of democracy, either in the narrow sense of a particular 
form of government or in the larger one of a society whose members participate 
equally in its creation. Although Lincoln defined the northern cause as a struggle 
for democracy, southerners believed it was anything but democratic to force them 
to remain in the Union at gunpoint. As bloody dra� riots in New York City in 
July 1863 made clear, many northern men thought it was anything but democratic 
to force them to fight in Lincoln’s armies. Such disagreements have been typical 
of American history. For more than 500 years, people have struggled over whose 
vision of life in the New World would prevail.

�at reality has been especially clear as we completed revising the book for this 
new edition. �e tumultuous presidential campaign of 2020, one of the most divi-
sive in American history, took place in the midst of a deadly pandemic and culmi-
nated in the extraordinary storming of the federal Capitol building in Washington, 
DC in January 2021. With the nation arguably more divided than at any time since 
the Civil War, we have carried our coverage down to the events of January. Recent 
history is always a challenge and always subject to revision, but we have wanted 
to show how contemporary struggles over democracy are rooted in the past. As 
always, we feel that our balanced, inclusive approach makes it more possible for 
teachers and students to deal with the most controversial events.
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It is precisely such struggles as those of the 2020s and the 1860s that offer the 
best angle of vision for seeing and understanding the most important developments 
in the nation’s history. In particular, the democratic theme concentrates attention 
on the most fundamental concerns of history: people and power.

Lincoln’s words serve as a reminder of the basic truth that history is about 
people. Across the 30 chapters of this book, we write extensively about complex 
events. But we also write in the awareness that these developments are only ab-
stractions unless they are grounded in the lives of people. �e test of a historical 
narrative, we believe, is whether its characters are fully rounded, believable human 
beings.

�e choice of Lincoln’s words also reflects our belief that history is about 
power. To ask whether America was democratic at some point in the past is to ask 
how much power various groups of people had to make their lives and their nation. 
Such questions of power necessarily take us to political processes, to the ways in 
which people work separately and collectively to enforce their will. We define poli-
tics quite broadly in this book. With the feminists of the 1960s, we believe that “the 
personal is the political,” that power relations shape people’s lives in private as well 
as in public. Of the People looks for democracy in the living room as well as the 
legislature, and in the bedroom as well as the business office.

Focusing on democracy, people, and power, we have necessarily written as 
wide-ranging a history as possible. In the features and in the main text, Of the 
People conveys both the unity and the great diversity of the American people 
across time and place. We chronicle the racial and ethnic groups who have shaped 
 America, differences of religious and regional identity, the changing nature of 
social classes, and the different ways that gender identities have been constructed 
over the centuries.

While treating different groups in their distinctiveness, we have integrated 
them into the broader narrative as much as possible. A true history “of the people” 
means not only acknowledging their individuality and diversity but also showing 
their interrelationships and their roles in the larger narrative. More integrated cov-
erage of Native Americans, African Americans, Latinos, and other minority groups 
appears throughout the fourth edition.

Of the People also offers comprehensive coverage of the different spheres of 
human life—cultural as well as governmental, social as well as economic, envi-
ronmental as well as military. �is commitment to comprehensiveness is a reflec-
tion of our belief that all aspects of human existence are the stuff of history. It is 
also an expression of the fundamental theme of the book: the focus on democracy 
leads naturally to the study of people’s struggles for power in every dimension of 
their lives. Moreover, the democratic approach emphasizes the interconnections 
between the different aspects of Americans’ lives; we cannot understand politics 
and government without tracing their connection to economics, religion, culture, 
art, sexuality, and so on.

�e economic connection is especially important. Of the People devotes much 
attention to economic life, to the ways in which Americans have worked and saved 
and spent. Economic power, the authors believe, is basic to democracy. Americans’ 
power to shape their lives and their country has been greatly affected by whether 
they were farmers or hunters, plantation owners or enslaved people, wage workers 
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or capitalists, domestic servants or bureaucrats. �e authors do not see economics 
as an impersonal, all-conquering force; instead, we try to show how the values and 
actions of ordinary people, as well as the laws and regulations of government, have 
made economic life.

We have also tried especially to place America in a global context. �e history 
of America, or any nation, cannot be adequately explained without understanding 
its relationship to transnational events and global developments. �at is true for 
the first chapter of the book, which shows how America began to emerge from the 
collision of Native Americans, West Africans, and Europeans in the fi�eenth and 
sixteenth centuries. It is just as true for the last chapters of the book, which demon-
strate how globalization and the war on terror transformed the United States at the 
turn of the twenty-first century. In the chapters in between, we detail how the world 
has changed America and how America has changed the world. Reflecting the con-
cerns of the rest of the book, we focus particularly on the movement of people, the 
evolution of power, and the attempt to spread democracy abroad.

Abraham Lincoln wanted to sell a war, of course. But he also truly believed that 
his audience would see democracy as quintessentially American. Whether he was 
right is the burden of this book.

HALLMARK FEATURES
• Each chapter opens with an American Portrait feature, a story of someone 

whose life in one way or another embodies the basic theme of the pages to 
follow.

• Select chapters include an American Landscape feature, a particular place 
in time where issues of power appeared in especially sharp relief. �e new 
American Landscape features in the fi�h edition more explicitly look at 
American places from an environmental perspective.

• To underscore the fundamental importance of global relationships, select 
chapters include a feature on America in the World. Formerly called 
“ America and the World,” the subtle change to the name of this feature reflects 
the greater attention it now gives to topics related to immigration.

• Each chapter includes a Struggles for Democracy feature, focusing on 
moments of debate and public conversation surrounding events that have 
contributed to the changing ideas of democracy, as well as the sometimes 
constricting but overall gradually widening opportunities that evolved for the 
American people as a result.

• Common �reads, located at the beginning of each chapter, offer focus ques-
tions that ask the student to consider the main problems examined in the 
discussions that follow.

• Timelines provide dates for all the key events discussed in the chapters.
• A list of chapter-ending key terms, Who, What, Where, helps students recall 

the important people, events, and places of that chapter.
• All chapters end with both Review Questions, which test students’ memory 

and understanding of chapter content, and Critical-�inking Questions, 
which ask students to analyze and interpret chapter content.
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NEW TO THE FIFTH EDITION
We are grateful that the first four editions of Of the People have been welcomed by 
instructors and students as a useful instructional aid. In preparing the fi�h edition, 
our primary goal has been to maintain the text’s overarching focus on the evolu-
tion of American democracy, people, and power; its strong portrayal of political 
and social history; and its clear, compelling narrative voice. �roughout, we have 
continued to intensify the focus on the environment, diversity, and immigration 
and to offer coverage of events such as the devastation of Tenochtitlan in the face 
of smallpox in the sixteenth century, the influenza pandemic of 1918, and the Tulsa 
Race massacre of 1921 that speak to the contemporary challenges of the United 
States. Acknowledging the upheavals of recent history, we have reorganized and 
rewritten chapters 29 and 30 to give full coverage to the twenty-first century. One 
of the text’s strengths is its critical-thinking pedagogy because the study of history 
entails careful analysis, not mere memorization of names and dates.

Strengthened Learning Aids

We have significantly revised the Who, What, Where glossary terms so that the most 
essential and fundamental ideas, people, and places are consistently highlighted, and 
the terms are now boldfaced in the text. Many chapters now include new “Common 
�read” focus questions, and new maps have been added to Chapters 25 and 27.

New American Portrait, American Landscape, America in 
the World, and Struggles for Democracy Features

�ese popular features have been updated with three new American Portraits, 
seven new American Landscapes, five new America and in the World features, and 
three new Struggles for Democracy:

American Portrait

Chapter 12: Joe, an Enslaved Man at the Alamo
Chapter 29: David Rockefeller
Chapter 30: Maria “Bambi” Roaquin

Struggles for Democracy

Chapter 25: “SOS’”—SMOG!
Chapter 27: �e Pollster
Chapter 30: #BlackLivesMatter, “Black Twitter,” and Smartphones

American Landscape

Chapter 1: Tenochtitlan
Chapter 9: American Indians Watch Home Slip Away
Chapter 16: Pioneers’ Paradise Lost
Chapter 22: �e 1937 Ohio River Flood
Chapter 25: West Texas
Chapter 28: Times Beach, Missouri
Chapter 30: �e Winter Strawberry Capital of the World
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America in the World

Chapter 2: Squanto Comes Back to America
Chapter 11: Harriet Forten Purvis Invites the World’s Ideas Home
Chapter 13: �e Nativist Attack on Immigration
Chapter 20: �e 1918 Influenza Pandemic
Chapter 23: Martial Law in Hawaii

New Primary Sources

All versions of the text now include end-of-chapter primary source documents, 
both textual and visual, designed to reinforce students’ understanding of the mate-
rial by drawing connections among topics and thinking critically. Nearly all chap-
ters in the fi�h edition include at least one new source document:

Source 1.1 Aztec Songs
Source 2.3 A Smallpox Epidemic in Canada (1639–1640)
Source 4.1: �e Dutch Lose Power in America: A Meeting with Indians on the 

Delaware (1670)
Source 5.4: George Whitefield, Account of a Visit to South Carolina (1740)
Source 6.1 Letters between Sir Jeffrey Amherst and Henry Bouquet (1763)
Source 7.5 �e Federalists and the Anti-Federalists (1787–1788)
Source 8.4 Charles Brockden Brown’s Defense of Education for Women (1798)
Source 9.2 Tecumseh’s Speech to Governor Harrison, August 20, 1810
Source 10.3 �eodore Frelinghuysen’s Argument Against the Removal Act (1830)
Source 11.3 William Apess, “An Indian-Looking Glass for the White Man” (1833)
Source 13.2 �e Fugitive Slave Law Claims a Victim (1852)
Source 13.3 Letter from Edward Bridgman about Kansas Warfare (1856)
Source 14.3 Louisa May Alcott Nurses the Wounded (1863)
Source 15.2 A Black Tenant Farmer Describes Working Conditions (1904)
Source 16.1 Stephen Crane visits the “breaker” at a coal mine (1894)
Source 16.6 William A. Peffer Pleads the Farmer’s Cause, 1891
Source 17.4 Jacob Riis, Visual Document “Nomads of the Street” (ca. 1890)
Source 18.4 Platform of the American Anti-lmperialist League (1899)
Source 19.1 Daniel Hudson Burnham and Edward H. Bennett, Plan of Chicago. 

Commercial Club of Chicago (1909)
Source 20.1 Eugene V. Debs, Excerpts from Canton, Ohio, Speech (1918)
Source 21.2 Marie Prevost on “�e Flapper” (1923)
Source 22.3 Ballad for Americans, Federal �eater Project, Sing for Your Supper 

(1939)
Source 23.4 “Italy to Chicago,” Yank: �e Army Weekly (March 1945)
Source 24.1 President Harry S. Truman (1947)
Source 25.3 Malvina Lindsay, “Science Alone No Answer to Sputnik” (1957)
Source 26.4 Diane Carlson Evans, Oral History Interview on Her Service as an 

Army Nurse in Vietnam (2012)
Source 27.5 Clyde Warrior, “Statement” (1967)
Source 28.3 �e Debate Over the Defense Build-Up (1983)
Source 28.4 Equal Pay for Women (1982)
Source 30.5 Children and Immigration Policy (2018)
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DIGITAL LEARNING RESOURCES FOR  
OF THE PEOPLE
Oxford University Press offers instructors and students digital learning resources 
that increase student engagement and optimize the classroom teaching experience

Oxford Insight

Developed with a foundation in learning science, Oxford Insight courseware en-
ables instructors to deliver a personalized and engaging learning experience that 
empowers students by actively engaging them in course content. Oxford Insight 
delivers high quality content within powerful, data-driven courseware designed to 
optimize student success. To learn more, and to book a demo of Oxford Insight 
Courseware, go to https://pages.oup.com/he/us/oxfordinsight.

Oxford Learning Link (OLL) and Oxford Learning Link 
Direct (OLLD)

�is online resource center https://learninglink.oup.com/ is available to adopters 
of Of the People, offers a wealth of teaching resources, including a test-item file, a 
computerized test bank, quizzes, PowerPoint slides, videos, and primary sources. 
Oxford Learning Link Direct (OLLD) makes OUP’s digital learning resources for 
Of the People available to adopters within their institution’s own LMS via a one-
time course integration.

Sources for Of the People

Edited by Maxwell Johnson, this two-volume sourcebook includes five to six pri-
mary sources per chapter, both textual and visual. Chapter introductions, docu-
ment headnotes, and study questions provide learning support. �e sourcebooks 
are also available as eBooks.

Mapping and Coloring Book of US History

�is two-volume workbook includes approximately 80 outline maps that provide 
opportunities for students to deepen their understanding of geography through 
quizzes, coloring exercises, and other activities. �e Mapping and Coloring Book of 
US History is free when bundled with Of the People.

E-Books

Digital versions of Of the People are available at many popular distributors, includ-
ing Chegg, RedShelf, and VitalSource.

Other Oxford Titles of Interest for the US History 
Classroom

Oxford University Press publishes a vast array of titles in American history. �e 
following list is just a small selection of books that pair particularly well with Of 
the People: A History of the United States, Fourth Edition. Any of these books can 
be packaged with Of the People at a significant discount to students. Please contact 

https://pages.oup.com/he/us/oxfordinsight
https://learninglink.oup.com
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your Oxford University Press sales representative for specific pricing information 
or for additional packaging suggestions. Please visit www.oup.com/us for a full list-
ing of Oxford titles.

Writing History: A Guide for Students, Sixth Edition, by William Kelleher Storey
Bringing together practical methods from both history and composition, Writing 
History provides a wealth of tips and advice to help students research and write 
essays for history classes.

�e Information-Literate Historian: A Guide to Research for History Students, 
�ird Edition, by Jenny Presnell
�is is the only book specifically designed to teach today’s history student how to 
most successfully select and use sources—primary, secondary, and electronic—to 
carry out and present their research. Written by a college librarian, �e Informa-
tion-Literate Historian is an indispensable reference for historians, students, and 
other readers doing history research.
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A M E R I C A N  P O R T R A I T

John Dennett Visits a 
Freedmen’s Bureau Court

J
ohn Richard Dennett arrived in Liberty, Virginia, 

on August 17, 1865, on a tour of the South report-

ing for the magazine The Nation. The editors wanted 

accurate weekly accounts of conditions in the recently de-

feated Confederate states, and Dennett was the kind of man they could trust: 

a Harvard graduate, a firm believer in the sanctity of the Union, and a member 
of the class of elite Yankees who thought of themselves as the “best men” the 

country had to offer.
At Liberty, Dennett was accompanied by a Freedmen’s Bureau agent. The 

Freedmen’s Bureau was a branch of the US Army established by Congress 
to assist the freedpeople, as the formerly enslaved were known. Dennett and 

the agent went to the courthouse because one of the Freedmen’s Bureau’s 

functions was to adjudicate disputes between the freedpeople and southern 

whites.

The first case was that of an old white farmer who complained that two 
Black people who worked on his farm were “roamin’ about and refusin’ to 

work.” He wanted the agent to help find the men and bring them back. Both 
men had wives and children living on his farm and eating his corn, the old 

man complained. “Have you been paying any wages?” the Freedmen’s Bureau 

agent asked. “Well, they get what the other niggers get,” the farmer answered. 

“I a’n’t payin’ great wages this year.” There was not much the agent could do, 

but one of his soldiers volunteered to go and tell the men that “they ought to 

be at home supporting their wives and children.”

A well-to-do planter came in to see if he could fire the Black people who 
had been working on his plantation since the beginning of the year. Warned 

not to beat his workers the way he would enslaved people, the planter com-

plained that they were unmanageable without what he considered proper 

punishment. Under the circumstances, the planter wondered, “Will the Gov-

ernment take them off our hands?” The agent suspected that the planter was 
looking for a way to dismiss his workforce unpaid at the end of the growing 

season. “If they’ve worked on your crops all the year so far,” the agent told the 

planter, “I guess they’ve got a claim on you to keep them a while longer.”

Next came a “good-looking mulatto man” representing a number of Afri-

can Americans worried that they would be forced into five-year contracts with 
their employers. “No, it a’n’t true,” the agent said. Could they rent or buy land 

to work themselves? “Yes, rent or buy,” the agent said. But with no horses, 

mules, or plows, the formerly enslaved people wanted to see “if the Govern-

ment would help us out after we get the land.” All that the agent could offer 
was a note from the bureau authorizing them to acquire farms of their own.



The last case involved a field hand whose master had beaten him with a 
stick. The agent sent the field hand back to work. “Don’t be sassy, don’t be lazy 
when you’ve got work to do; and I guess he won’t trouble you.” A minute later, 

the worker returned to procure a letter to his master “enjoining him to keep 

the peace, as he feared the man would shoot him, he having on two or three 

occasions threatened to do so.”

Most of the cases Dennett witnessed centered on labor relations, which 

often spilled over into other matters, including the family lives of the formerly 

enslaved, their civil rights, and their ability to buy land. The freedpeople pre-

ferred to work their own land but lacked the resources to rent or buy farms. 

Black workers and white owners who negotiated wage contracts had trouble 

figuring out each other’s rights and responsibilities. The former masters clung 
to all their old authority that they could. Freedpeople wanted as free a hand 

as possible.

The Freedmen’s Bureau was in the middle of these conflicts. Generally, 
agents tried to see to it that freedpeople had written contracts guarantee-

ing their essential right to work as free laborers, uncoerced by whip, club, or 

gun. Southern whites resented any intrusion with people they still saw as 

essentially property, and they let civil authorities know it. The Freedmen’s 

Bureau became a lightning rod for the political conflicts of the Reconstruc-

tion period.

Conditions in the South elicited sharply different responses from lawmak-

ers in Washington. At one extreme was President Andrew Johnson, who be-

lieved in small government and a speedy readmission of the southern states 

and looked on the Freedmen’s Bureau with suspicion. At the other extreme 

were radical Republicans calling on the federal government to redistribute 

confiscated land to former enslaved people, give African American men the 
vote, and take it away from whites who were not loyal to the United States 
during the war. In between, there were moderate Republicans who at first 
tried to work with the president and were content simply to guarantee African 

Americans’ basic civil rights. But as reports of violence and the abusive treat-

ment of the freedpeople reached Washington, Republicans shifted in more 

radical directions.

Back and forth it went: events in the South triggered policy decisions in 

Washington, which in turn shaped events in the South. What John Dennett 

saw in Liberty, Virginia, was a good example of this. Policies set in Washington 

shaped what the Freedmen’s Bureau agent could do for former masters and 

enslaved people. However, those policies shifted when the Bureau’s reports 

and those of journalists, like Dennett, exposed just how troubled southern 

conditions were. From this interaction the politics of Reconstruction, and with 

it a “New South,” slowly emerged.
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WARTIME RECONSTRUCTION
Even as emancipation began, the US government began experimenting with recon-
structing the Union. �e two goals merged: by creating new, loyal southern states 
and making their abolition of slavery a condition for reunion, Lincoln could enact 
emancipation there without court challenge. �rough a generous policy of pardons, 
he could encourage Confederates to make their peace with the Union, speeding the 
war’s end.

Despite the chorus of cries for hanging Jefferson Davis from a sour-apple tree, 
few northerners wanted to pursue bloody punishments for the million Confeder-
ate soldiers who were technically guilty of treason. In the end, Confederate gener-
als went home unharmed to become lawyers, businessmen, and planters; General 
Robert E. Lee became a college president. No civil leader was hanged for treason, 
not even Jefferson Davis. Two years a�er his arrest, he walked out of prison, thanks 
to bail put up by northerners like editor Horace Greeley. In later years, former Con-
federates became senators, governors, and federal judges. Months before the war 
ended, northerners were raising money to rebuild the southern economy and feed 
its destitute people. What the North wanted was not vengeance, but guarantees of 
lasting loyalty and a meaningful freedom. Questions arose with no easy answers: 
What did it take to reunite America? Should it be restored, or reconstructed, and if 
the latter, how drastically? How far could yesterday’s enemies be trusted? What did 
freedom mean, and what rights should the “freedpeople” enjoy? In reconstructing 
society, how far did the government’s power go?

Lincoln’s Ten Percent Plan Versus the Wade-Davis Bill

Lincoln moved to shape a postwar South based on free labor and to replace military 
control, Banks’s included, with new civil governments. However, wartime Recon-
struction had to take Confederate resistance into account. Any terms the president 
set would need to draw as much white southern support as it could and hold out an 
inducement to those at war with the United States to return to their old loyalties. In 
December 1863, Lincoln issued a Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction, of-
fering a full pardon and the restoration of civil rights to all those who swore loyalty 
to the Union, excluding only a few high-ranking Confederate military and political 
leaders. When the number of loyal whites in a former Confederate state reached 10 
percent of the 1860 voting population, they could organize a new state constitution 
and government. But Lincoln’s “Ten Per Cent Plan” also required that the state 
abolish slavery, just as Congress had demanded before admitting West Virginia 
earlier that year. Attempts to coax Confederate states back to loyalty foundered, but 
circumstances in Union-occupied bits of Louisiana proved more promising. Under 
General Nathaniel Banks’s guidance, Free State whites met in New Orleans in 1864 
and produced a new state constitution abolishing slavery.

By that time, however, radical Unionists were expecting more. Propertied and 
well educated, the free Black community in New Orleans pleaded that without 
equal rights to education and the vote, mere freedom would not be enough. Im-
pressed by their argument, Lincoln hinted to Louisiana authorities that he would 
welcome steps opening the vote for at least some Blacks. �e hints were ignored.
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Black spokesmen found a friendlier audience among radical Republicans in 
Congress, among them �addeus Stevens of Pennsylvania and Charles Sumner of 
Massachusetts. Believing that justice required lowering the color bar for suffrage 
and setting a more rigorous standard of loyalty for white southerners than Lincoln’s 
plan offered, they shared a much wider concern that any new government must 
rest on statutory law, not presidential proclamations and military commanders’ 
decrees. �ey agreed that secession had thrown the political character of the states 
so far out of kilter that they could not reconstruct themselves unaided—that the 
federal government must decide what it would take to restore them to proper func-
tioning (a judgment that the Supreme Court would confirm in Texas v. White later). 
But they were not at all prepared to treat Lincoln’s “loyal” states as fit to return to 
Congress—not when so much of Louisiana and Arkansas remained in Confederate 
hands and was barred from the new constitution-making—not when a speckling of 
enclaves pretended to speak for the state of Virginia.

As doubts grew about Louisiana’s Reconstruction, Congress edged away from 
Lincoln’s program. In mid-1864, Senator Benjamin F. Wade of Ohio and Congress-
man Henry Winter Davis of Maryland advanced a different plan, requiring a ma-
jority of a state’s white voters to swear allegiance to the Union before Reconstruc-
tion could begin. Slavery must also be abolished and African Americans given full 
equality before the law. Lincoln pocket-vetoed the Wade-Davis bill to protect the 
governments that were already under way toward reform. However, he could not 
make Congress admit a single one of his newly reconstructed states.

The Meaning of Freedom

“We was glad to be set free,” a former enslaved person remembered years a�erward. 
“I didn’t know what it would be like. It was just like opening the door and lettin’ the 
bird fly out. He might starve, or freeze, or be killed pretty soon but he just felt good 
because he was free.” Blacks’ departure came as a terrible shock to masters lulled 
into believing that their “servants” appreciated their treatment. Some former slave 
owners persuaded themselves that they were the real gainers of slavery’s abolition. 
“I was glad and thankful—on my own account—when slavery ended and I ceased 
to belong, body and soul, to my negroes,” a Virginia woman later insisted. Forced to 
do their own cooking or washing, other mistresses fumed at Blacks’ ingratitude. In 
fact, many African Americans le�, not out of unkindness, but simply to prove that 
they could get along on their own. White fears that Blacks, once free, would murder 
their masters proved groundless.

Leaving the plantation was the first step in a long journey for African Ameri-
cans. Many took to the roads, some of them returning to their old homes near the 
coasts, from which masters had evacuated as Union armies approached. Others 
went searching for family members, parted from them during slavery. For 20 years, 
Black newspapers carried advertisements, begging for news of a husband or wife 
long since lost. �ose who had not been separated went out of their way to have 
their marriages secured by law. �at way, their children could be made legitimate 
and their vows made permanent. Once married, men sought work contracts that al-
lowed their families to live with them on plantations. Because Black women across 
the South had become what the law called “domestic dependents,” husbands could 
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refuse employers their wives’ services and keep them home. In fact, freedwomen 
were likelier to work outside the home than white women. �ey tended the family 
garden, raised children, hired out as domestics, and, as cotton prices fell, shared the 
work of hoeing and picking in the fields just so the family could make ends meet.

�e end of slavery meant many things to freedpeople. It meant that they could 
move about their neighborhoods without passes, and that they did not have to step 
aside to let whites pass them on the street. �ey could own dogs or carry canes, both 
among the master’s exclusive privileges. �ey could dress as they pleased or choose 
their own names, including, for the first time, a surname.

Freedom liberated African Americans from the white minister’s take on Chris-
tianity. No longer were large portions of the Bible closed off to them. Most southern 
Blacks withdrew from white churches and established their own congregations, par-
ticularly in the Methodist and Baptist faith. In time, the church emerged as a central 
institution in the southern Black community, the meeting place, social center, and 
source of comfort that larger society denied them. A dozen years a�er the war, South 
Carolina had a thousand ministers of the African Methodist Episcopal Church alone.

To read the Gospel, however, freedpeople needed schooling. One former en-
slaved man remembered his master’s parting words on this matter: “Charles, you is 
a free man they say, but Ah tells you now, you is still a slave and if you lives to be a 
hundred you’ll STILL be a slave, ‘cause you got no education, and education is what 
makes a man free!” Even before the war ended, northern teachers poured into the 
South to set up schools. When the fighting stopped, the US Army helped recruit 
and organize thousands of northern women as teachers, but they could never send 
enough. Old and young spared what time they had from work, paying teachers in 
eggs or produce when coin was scarce. Black classes met wherever they could: in 
mule stables and cotton houses, even the slave pen in New Orleans, where the old 
auction block became a globe stand. Due to a lack of schoolbooks, they read dic-
tionaries and almanacs. On meager resources, hundreds of thousands of southern 
Blacks learned to read and write over the next generation. �e first Black colleges 
would be founded in the postwar years, including Hampton Institute in Virginia 
and Howard University in Washington, DC. �e American Missionary Association 
established seven, Atlanta and Fisk Universities among them.

Finally, freedom allowed freedpeople to congregate, to celebrate the Fourth of 
July or Emancipation Day, or to petition for equal rights before the law. Memorial 
Day may have begun with Blacks gathering to honor the Union dead whose sacri-
fices had helped make them free.

Experiments with Free Labor

Many whites insisted that Blacks would never work in freedom and foresaw a South 
ruined forever. Freedpeople proved just the opposite. When Union troops landed 
on the Sea Islands off South Carolina in November 1861, the landlords fled, leaving 
behind between 5,000 and 10,000 enslaved people. Within months the abandoned 
plantations of the Sea Islands were being reorganized. Eventually Black families 
were given small plots of their own to till. In return for their labor they received a 
“share” of the year’s crop. When the masters returned a�er the war to reclaim their 
lands, the labor system had already proven itself. Much modified, it would form the 
basis for the arrangement known as sharecropping.


