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PREFACE

FROM THE PUBLISHER

In preparing this fourth edition of Sociology: A Canadian Perspective, the general editors,
contributing authors, design team, and publisher have been guided by a singular goal: to

produce the most authoritative, comprehensive, accessible, and interesting introduction to

sociology for Canadian students.

This revision builds on the strengths of the well-received previous editions and incorpor-
ates new content designed to enhance the book’s usefulness for students and instructors alike.

New Chapter on
Technology and Society

A brand-new chapter dealing with
the sociological implications of
technology has been added to this
edition. In what has become a crit-
ically important area of sociological
inquiry, Anabel Quan-Haase re-
flects on the role technology plays
in our society, examining a range
of fascinating topics such as the
evolution of the digital divide, the
“presentation of self” online decep-
tion, and cyberbullying.

New Coverage of
Disability

New content on the conditions and
experiences of disabilities has been
integrated into a number of chap-
ters, giving students fresh insight
into this important topic within
sociology today.

Challenges of Globalization

PIERRE BEAUDET

OPEN FOR
m— DISCUSSION

IN THIS CHAPTER YOU WILL:

> Understand how globalization came about n

TIME to REFLECT

o migh they work wh

s 3 number of links to useful and.




Preface

Vibrant New Design

The book has been completely redesigned and modernized to enhance readability and
engagement with the text. The vibrant four-colour aesthetic has been updated to better
reflect the vitality of Canadian sociology as an academic discipline.

290 PARTINI | Types o Socalnequalty

hthe Nighest poportions ofderaduls n e o

Top Canadian Contributors

Sociology is a global discipline, but
one to which sociologists working
in Canada have made unique con-
tributions. Not merely an adapta-
tion of a book originally written for
American undergraduates, this text
was conceived and written from the
ground up to provide a Canadian
perspective on this fascinating field.
Experts in their particular sub-
disciplines not only examine the key
concepts and terminology of sociol-
ogy as an academic discipline but
also use those concepts to shed light
on the nature of Canadian society
and Canada’s place in the world.

k
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Preface

Global Perspective

Although this is a book written by and for Canadians, the editors and authors never forget
that Canada is but one small part of a vast, diverse, and endlessly fascinating social world.
Along with Canadian data, examples, and illustrations, a wealth of information about how
humans live and interact around the world is presented across the text.

FRRe e R——

foll-year saw their aversge wage increase by 6 per
cent while Canadals 100 highest-paid CEOs enjoyed
73 per cent increase (Mackenzie 2014). Even when
CEO carnings dropped from 2007 o 2008, they stll
averaged $7.35 million per year, and by 2012 the top.
100 Canadian CEOs were bringing home an average

5796 million a year in total compensation (Flavelle
2010; Mackenzie 2014). To put it another way,in 2012
the average annual pay among the top 100 CEOS in

ks o buid wate pump e s one i Burkina Faso

N FOR Opting Out: Intentional Poverty

was not the working that Lulu was opposed to but
father the amount of time that working and being 3

her daughte I order o ve a3 cheaply a possible and

e

prosding steisfor ing 15 chaply s posible
ories of people who have chosen this festle

3 viable altemative to spending
R e ]

20 Chatengesof Gtatzzton 501
minories and socal roupsbeganto use
it10 communicate ther” message, ead-
0 0. ort of plyphony of mages and
dess. Arfun Appadaralina much quoted
Study,dscribed his mullteral rocess
as luid, mabile, and party or wholly
ndependent of naton-stes (even the
most powerfl,producing many things, food banks restrctthe mumber of visis er month
including “hybrds” bewween diferent and keep ceconds s that thei clients do not double-
world views (ppadurs 1996, . Prther, they gencrally have Il t offr in the
vayoffres fut and vegetables—productsthat non-
THE GREAT DEBATE poor fmilisrecognize s key to good healh.
e previoussections have outined how
cur vl b changet xpecily over CCONCLUSION: SOCIAL AND
thepast0years The basi foundationsof ECONOMIC INEQUALITIES—
our ocities, workdide,have changed FUTURE TRENDS
“h end resls are ot e, bt e can
see that th worldis more unstable than Various indictors sugget that
s cconomic. polaization in vt
iffering views on thelaes loblzaton ous countris i inressing rather
proces and ts mpac. than deccasng (for 3 global
For some, despite problems and perspective, sce Insitute_for
shortcomings, he effcts of globalza: Polcy Studics [2014). While
tion i general, and cconomic integr- the incomes (controling  for
tion speciically,remain highly positve infltion) of sverage Canadisns
“Thomas Friedman, a columnist with the tended o cither stay the same
New Yok Times,says that our world is or decline over the past 25 years,
o o il B e o the wealhiest 001 percent of the
T e e B Canadian populaton saw their
2005). Poor countries can sell more 3 incomes dotle on averge i
g00ds o rich nations, tercby becoming ing rom $3.6 million to S84 mi
tiche. In parsll, expanding financal H Yo (McQuaig 2009). This rend
o acros borders gives states aceess i s alo reflected i the folloving
) figurs:between 1998 and 2012,
ludes tht gobalzation is in any case Conadians  working full-ime
“inexorable" and that no sane person would want 10 has been the most rapid integration with the global
g0 backard. Martin Wolf, 3 wel-known cconomic  econormy” (Dolar 2004,
commentator from Britain, argucs that markets, and For others, "globalization” s just another word for OPEN FO!
ot incompetent governments,are in  bettr posiion  “imperialism? even i “modera” imperialism s not === DISCUSSION
o crese and disribute weallh (Wolf 2004, David
Dollar, a senior economist at the World Bank, argues  sarcastc tone, some call this domination “Wlmart A GROWING NUMBER OF NORTH Americans have.
that globalization benefits the poor: “Poor country ization” or “Coca-Colonization” because of the large qmwnweuym e rat race” of working long hours to
srowth rtes have sceleated and are higher than  influnce US-based mulimational corporations have o s e 50
rich country growth rates. . . . the number of poor on the world. In this view, the same pattern remains: ,‘,,,,,g o ofpain b
people i the world hs declined signfcantly.... the  resources from the Third World sre plundered, not et
wends toward fster growth and povrtyreducton re  necesarly by colonil congquest as in th st but
strongest in the developing countries in which there by dominant policies of free trade and liberalization. Pr ed
s choce 10 opt vt “When you ge 1 of thgs and
il o e Yot e e 1
T e
Lesis more(onowtz 2014, Lulr 3 sgle méthr i
o vhen
~

did

Theoretical Balance

The overriding goal of Sociology:
A Canadian Perspective has been
not just to make the theories that
underpin the discipline compre-
hensible but to show how they in-
form an understanding of the data
that sociologists gather—and how
the choice of which theoretical per-
spective to use can yield new and
Throughout
the text, emerging paradigms are
also discussed when they shed new
light on longstanding questions.

surprising insights.

bu
o want 10 have to work full-ime simultancousy. It

aleady ving beneath poverty line asking (o ve
withless?
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s cldren, spent th rest ofther lives in England,
Tiving ften from hand t mouth (Berlin 1963,27-32)
Marx sought to understand the origins of mod-

the f grew nto i snd poweral dominant clss,
and society became incrasingly unequal. Ancient
Greece and Rome, for exampl, wer divided between

it
For Mars, the way to begin the anaysis of any soci
ety was o examine the way it

n
Ages the majorty of the people worked onthe land as

Originally,socities had exised in simpl, huning

various “nobielods’
Economialy, it disingushed iiona fom

madern society M

thumb of any powerful government, and produced
anly ehat they needed to cansume.
time, however land and goods, which had

andsllers—epresented inthe pinting Moneychanger
and Wife—vho accupied space 2 3 “middle clss
between the srfs(owe clas) and aristocracy (spper

class). Over

basic fetures of allsocietes and the ks to under-
Standing socisl change. The majorty of people, who

wealhy until,
the French Revolution of 1789, they took political
powerfrom the monarchs and aristocraciesand estab-

dass—

“Thisexcess

1 per cent”
n

were freefrom the burdens of daily abour. Over tme,

system was revoluonized. People were drawn from

RESEARCHERS IN ACTION > Henry Veltmeyer

AN INTERNATIONALLY AECOGNIZED SOCIOLOGIST WHO
tudiesthe sciology of develapment, Henry Veltmerer

Velumeyer sees contemporsey gobalization in tems
of the development of new modes of domination.

studied n Equador and s the University o Albara in
the Uned st bl coming o G o ot
D a s Uity i Farion. e e

and g

ments and specialy the US millary (Petas and
Velmeyes 2001).

| Socilogists understnd that domintion breeds

e sudy devel
ot o e s et
of sl e s foca emnt o et th

obalzation protets and social movements, focusing
on the difficaty of unting groups that have difse

Universyin

| cilchange i o lad o genutnely democrasc an
maniaran emancpaton (Veltmeyerand Petras 2011
‘Caban socity hs developed some popular forms of

Jobal sconomic polcy

can on 1 Sept
he milary in Chile with

| st

overthew the
democratcall elected socalist government n Chile,
The coup usherd in th frt egim o mplement
neo-lberal, fee market economic polces tha have

iz ersons of twenty first cenury socalis. In his
| view, sacialism requires democratization, which can

only come sbott from the ottom up throvgh a or.

o
L
e
i
3
i
-
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‘population. The aging trends of Aboriginal people s
of particular concern for many seasons, one of which
isthat older

willbea population declineof those of ritish ancestry
and population increases of those of Aboriginal and

o tradiional Aboiginal ulture hrough ther use of
Ianguage. The

visible- of whom are pre-
dicted t0 age in 2 ...m,ahn.. environmen. Second,

by North American Aboriginal are Cree, Inukitut,
and Ojibway: older adults are twice as likely 1o spesk.
an Aboriginal language as their children or grand
children (Turcotte and Schellenber 2007). i quite
possible tha a the older generation passes, thse lan
guages will become extinct.

Ethnicity and Aging
“The sging of ethnic populations that s predicted to
oceu in msjor urban centes in Canada s n import

their own eth-
ic group and in relton o other thnic groups i
significant, because different societis respond to the
challenges of aging in different ways, and these differ-
ences have serious implications for healthy and suc-
cesstl aging. Third, there will be a whale “new” older

Il require the creation of health
rvices ligned with diferent cthnic and
cultursl needs. Fourth, the recent (2011-2014), dras-
tic changes to immigration policy generally, and for
older people pecicly,wil sl i g

reasons. First,

Given

peopl

often don't ge o bed unti midnight
TUBAKWERWA, 58, LIVES IN A viage in Uganda. Sh
cares for seven grandehiren who are al In school
Every day, before heading to work at the m:
wakes the chien, makes thir lunches, and prepares
them for school.Then she walks two kiometres to the
market, where she works unti eght oclockat night.
Food prices are a big problem. | try very hard to
give the childre three meals 2 day, but it s ot

the “Super Viss™

Crem———

always possible. What | can
the cildren go hunary and complain,
butthere s nothing | can do.
Without any form of guaranteed pension, older
have no choice but to continue

ners i their families and without government pol
rams to beneit them, they are 3 lrgely
v ¥ spor o HipAse ol T

ived a loan from Uganda’s Reach the Aged
Resocaton sh Invsed 1t In 3 market sl where

for But s she gets older,her working e s gt
ting harder and harder.

1 think older people should alvays work, but it
rde. 1 have back pais and | am losing

have a family o feed.

B e ———

the counteysid into the booming, busting new cit

11 sodcogial hory

that eligion sctedss the opum of the people” to dull
the pain o thei oppression (1959(1844], 263)

nomenon. They became wage workers or, in Marxs
terms, the proleariat (Mars and Engls 1959]18411)
Marss perspective s llustrated n 3 figore tied the
Pyramid of Capialist Systen:
working clss toling at the bottom provides surplus
i the form of proft for the livelhood of the opulent
capitalist class (shown at for priess (second
from the top), and for the government, which oders
In replace cap
lectve
globl,

TIME to REFLECT

Honw wouldDurkhmrspond t the flgue depicing

“The labour of the  thecopiwlst e’

dinmer),

with s
fed imed

Socilogits have oo udestond e s e e haped by s e

m binged an the confict
between the proltariat snd capitlists, snd Marx
expected that 3 working-class revolution would

and cal.
s capialsmbecame
i the twentieth century




Preface

Insightful Theme Boxes

“Why study sociology?” is a question frequently asked by students. There are many rea-
sons, of course: sociology provides a unique insight into the nature of the human world;
it shows us things about society and ourselves that we might not otherwise know; and the
lessons of sociology can be intriguing, touching, tragic, and even fun. The dozens of theme
boxes scattered throughout the text illustrate all of these dimensions of the discipline.

91 Gondorestions 213

< New “Researchers in
Action” boxes profile leading
Canadian sociologists,
giving students insight into
the exciting work that has
been undertaken in various

‘ sub-disciplines of sociology,

e B Ao | et e e right here in Canada.

sibiliy aswell  older
b ot

_

neutal the evidence is supposed 10 speak for fsell.  petiive The cruel,dog-eat-dog worldof captalsm in
0 leave their values behind, at the laboratory door. nat

uldn beany diferent

> “Open for Discussion” boxes use
contemporary social issues and debates
to broaden student understanding of
core sociological concepts. Examples
range from sexual assault on campus to
medically assisted conception.

620 PART Y | Canscan Socinty and the lobal Context

SOCIOLOGY i i -
LN Becoming an Environmental Activist
enviro or- "
e

< “Sociology in Action” boxes show how
sociological research can help us better

understand the everyday world, from issues
surrounding gender inequality to neo-liberalism
in reality TV.
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GLOBAL

[ |SSUES

AN INCREASINGLY GLOBAL WORLD, even criss and
catastrophes that take place n counties thousands
of miles part of chidrens daly ves
when thee s exposure 10 the news medla. News

ports rom the confcs I Afghanistan, Chechnya, I,
Palst - Yugoslai, to name but

o, 25 wel a5 events such s the 11 September 2001

41 sociizston

Times of War

century and 3 halfs worth of th
sonal, specialized toursts known as jouraliss
Wars are now a0 ving room sights and souncs,
Information about what is happening elsewhere,

called “news’ features confict and violence—TF
It bleeds, it Jeads” uns the venerable quidelne
of abloids and twentyfour hour headine news

and London wansportation systems, and suicde.

the response is compassion, or
ndigraion,orttlaton, or3pproval a5 cach mis

08

media atenton, The sad ruth s that wr and conflct
arean he.

evelopment? Chden hear sbour, s, and must cope.

conficts have aiways had detimental ffctsonal hu-
mans,chidren nluded, s sftevident The pysi

Inhercompsionatereflectonsonthe panclothers,

only the preserve of aduls Theyhave toendeavour

and cogritve schemes a1

ences with which to make sene ofnews eport.Clearly

s of thesuffeing of ther pecple i faraway zones of
conflcts viwed by priveged and often safe audiences
Inher critque,she ofered the fllowing abservations:.
Being a specttor of calamities taking place in
another counry is 3 quintessental
Perence, the Canulte fieig by o than

on police scademy socialization explores the socilza-
tion thattakes place during rining o serve on  police
force. The rescarchers found thatdespitethephilosoph.-
ical emphasis on “community policing” nd s pover-
ol themes of decentralzation snd flesibilty, the most
important lessonsleaned in poice training were those
that reinfoce the paramiltary tructure and cultue.
In the sudy. it was abserved that recruits had 1o
adhere t 4 strict code of conduct, including a dress
code i a uniform). This s viewed asa typeof
bolic control? since it ensured
“outsiders” Many such lessans were aught and inter
nalized. For example, a srong moral code that cat-
zgunx:d o spared e god - o e d

social distance from

personal Ife istory and the mecla oferings avalable

However the sociabpoltca cultral emiron-

2 . mecaton o e and n e
‘educatonalsystem aso nfuence:

RSt oG i e et ol

i
H

oo oyl A ne e st “Whathapens

etemant, o widowhand) occurs eovghot th e coure

103

“Human Diversity” boxes seek
to introduce students to the
ways of life, experiences, and
world views of different cultures
and social groups, whether they
are Aboriginal Canadians, veiled
Muslim women, or Mexican

farm workers.
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UNDER THE
= WIRE

Health Care Online

Nettleton and colleagues argue that this
is such 3 profound alteraton tha i deserves 3 new

elance onthe medium hasled toincressedknowledge.
among patients inthi relationships with doctrs Not

“escapedt
medicine (2008). More

advice on a dlly basis than visit doctors. According
o Statisics Canadas Canad Interet Use Survey, 80

people 60 online for medical

Ao
however and evluating medicl sts s complicaed.
The ar often millons of potentia Internet stes for
any one ciagnosi. Netleton and her colleagues 2005)

in 2008, Almst thre-quarters of adult women (749
e centand about - of adul men (66 per
wsed the nteret for

thatsuggestthre s n ncreasinglevel of similrty be-
ominant biomeical deas of wha const.

doctor and puts it into the hands of cpidemiclogists
and ather scientists who determine best. practiceprin-
cples that doctors are expected 1o follow. Moreover,
best-pracice findings ae no longer published only in

‘The Socio-Economic Background
of Medical Students in Canada

There e sl diflrencesbeven he bk

o insurance company personnel and to individual
it s miro s P e

patients too ave more likly to be abl to
Chlenge thr doctors

grounds of tudents and those of the rest of
e Cunsdin poiuion. Do e ot e
from across the socio-cconomic.

A representative way
and sacio-demographic varations ofthe whole popu-
ation o ciizens

E

s

“Global Issues” boxes draw upon examples
from around the world to illustrate the effects of
globalization and show what sociologists have
to say about, for instance, health inequality,

the Occupy movement, or global progress on

education.

2 1 Reseren Hatnods

HUMAN
i DIVERSITY b

EVERY ORGANIZATION NEEDS LEADERS. COMPANIES
e CE0s who wil help them to increase pro

The prevalng view a present i that leade
red—tha leadershp can be taught. Perhaps tis

eaders and unversies need visonary presidents to

ganizatons are ffering eadership aning programs,
sutiflead.

s most o the essential festures of  good leader are

X great number of studies atempt to do just that.

of eadership programs available across Noth America
are lrgely ineffective. I eaders are bred, then a very
ifrentstory emerges

rsyams work gty and Ashon 2003 ol
200, and it sggess ey don Ak
2005 sy

Oneof

bor,
age and put them in positons of power. But 1 the

possiilty Is that the prevllng theory is wrong and

concapt sarts o make sense

omers da ot

Validity and Reliability

In the process of operationalizing our theories and
concepts into variables and hypotheses, i i import.
ant that this process of translaion be as lean as pos-
sble. That i, we want to ensure tht our variables and.
ypotheses sccurately reflec
cepts. When we go out and callectour data, we must
use measures that are both valid and relsble. The
st mportant step inthis proces
of aperational definitions of our concepts, These are
definitions that specify what we are going (o observe,
ow e are goin to make our abservations, nd hovs
we are gon o diffrentiate observations from non.
observations (or how e will Know which possiblecle-
et toexclude from our study).

4 our theories and con-

s isthe construction

Validity
The valdity ofan empirical indicator i sheays related
o the concept it is supposed to

ure is one that adequately represents the concept, and.
an imvalid measureis o that does not. There are o
valid o invalid messures as such, and the validity of
an indicator s always related to the concept being

capture, A valid meas.

B
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B or-syears bt 2005 and 210

SURE 8.2 Canadians with Low Income over 2 6-Year Period, by Gender, 2005-2010'%

Dot o i s,

New Canadians

AN
DIVERSITY

1OW MANY TIMES HAVE W heard this before: New

edine inmecingy a1 ekniog .o/

ing taxis Instead of designing bulldings or delv-

gl sledsnd oy ey mary
e they are penalized by the very

B
are appiying for the mited number of postions i the
mandtoryintermship program.

To ncounge the gy led
to come to Canada, then deny ther oot
et e e Tk
fact that Canadeis poaching alent fom those coun-

Ameasure
can be perfectly valid in eltion to ane concept but
invalid for another. For nstance,sociologists often use

ol s e

PART | CanagianSocaty nd he Gobal Context

UNDER THE [}
nvironmental Cyberac
= WIRE
w 15 8 successl giant
s resincy p
ing from ary preservationits and consumpive wi ol contibues (0 the destrucion of he Indonesio
Ife usrs 0 Todays manylayered and mulifceted rainfores, home of t s being

envronmentalism, reflects a long standing tlent for
transiorming tseif a5 crcumstances requie. Suc

pushed toward extinction. Utilzing sockl networks,
Greenpeace spread the message of potentia habtat

new chalenges but 50 0 e Inoative sategies
forspreadingts message.Over th years environment.
alism has achieved many successes by drawing on a
wide aray of means fo schieving its e, from ol

of incividusls to send onlne protest m
Nesté, with the company eventually announcing it
would no anger buy palm ollproducts tha contrb-
ute to the destructon of the rainforest. In Canada,

boyeorts,peiions,andlawsuis, o pesceul publi ro-
test and even,on occasion, vilent direct acton.
Recently, enironmentaim has begun 1o cran
trength from the new media technologies and socil
networking such as Facebook and Twittr.

5

g sites and cellphones, and an Individuals protest
can be quickly directed to the polfican or com-

movement has embraced these new technologies as

Grenpesce wabite s an enionmertal oo

) organzing, and diecting pro-
tes. Ths suategy, termed cyberactivism, pemits

s long augmented is success
ugh various high-profle media campaigns and
St camio the 1t causes con-

bers of potental adherents as well a5 new poltial
communities, while transcending both geographical
and politcal boundares.

It mpressve arsenalof protest toos yberactivismis
a significant new and complementary trategy—one.
hat may prove revolutionary.

I
%
i
i
2

[GRW1

For example, pox

e
sty retaining programs to a estcted number of

st ain 22 physicans tosecurethe srvices o one)

t0 200 0f

sors. However, not al foreign-tined medical radu-
ates

seems 10 be, tha Canada is bg on seducing immi-

‘exampl, foreign-rained doctors rom the so-caled

Counties (New Zealand, Austala, South
Afica, England, and the Unitd Sates) are allowed
0 bypass the nternship requirement and pracise

fend forthemselves
o Ay s et Aot
o o e s o i
Rk 0 e e o e

“Under the Wire” boxes
analyze the ways in which
current media and new
technologies influence social
patterns and behaviours, such
as religious expression on the
Internet and environmental
cyberactivism.
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Sociology as a Human Pursuit

236 PARTII | Types of Sociat inequalty

Sociology: A Canadian Perspective celebrates the fact that while
sociology is an academic discipline with a distinguished pedigree,
it is also a very human pursuit—a fact that becomes clear in the
brief “Meet the Author” narratives included in every chapter. The S
text’s contributors first encountered the discipline at the same age Sy o Crome

as many of the students now using this text in “intro. soc” classes. :
Sociology is, above all, the study of human beings interacting with-
in society in all their wonderful complexity, and “Meet the Author”

provides an intriguing glimpse into why this particular group of
individuals chose to make sociology a part of their life work.

 pleasure as it did to a

Aids to Student Learning

A textbook must fulfill a double duty: while meeting instructors’ expecta-
tions for accuracy, currency, and comprehensiveness, it must also speak to
today’s students, providing them with an accessible introduction to a body
of knowledge. To that end, numerous features to promote student learning
are incorporated throughout the book.

< Learning objectives
at the start of each
S —— chapter provide a
e concise overview of
e the key concepts that
will be covered.

IN THIS CHAPTER YOU WILL:
The Environment >

G. KEITH WARRINER

v

v

Differentiate theari
and their basic assumptions;

v

Critcally assess such terms as sustainable:
development” in

> Understand ths

> Learn about the social constructionist perspective
asitis applied in environmental sociology;

> Appreciate the distribution of environmental
benefits and impacts;

> Differentiate between the various sides of the
environmental movement.
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XXiii

> Graphs and tables. Although
qualitative research methods
have grown in importance
in recent years, one of the
characteristics that still
distinguishes sociology from
other liberal arts and social
sciences is its emphasis on
using quantitative data and
analysis as a crucial tool
for understanding society.

commnTy
& SOCETAL
INFLUENCES

~

FIGURE 4.1
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INTERPERSONAL
INFLUENCES

st
concamog el
g s
“

owIDUAL
INFLUENCES

that can be very diferen than those in one’s country
other changes,

of origin. Despite this diversity and

P Jeswould
be considerably diffrent from growing up in a large
Ukainan farm family in rural Saskatchewan. Indeed,

Consequently, Gamson thearizes that mainstecam
eves media reveal notindividual bt nstitutional path-
ologies, not & normative order but institutonsl decay.
From this perspective, news media have a posiive so-
chlzing function, snce they regulate our conduct by
ensuring publc discussion ofthese acivitesas “trans
gressions of certain values, norms, or moral codes”
(- Thompson 1997,39).

Critics are also_concerned about the power of
music and lyrics, given that numerous studics have,
documented potential harmful effcts in the areas
of violence, smoking and drinking behaviour, and
isky sexual activity. Music telvision (e.g, MIY) is
often a targt of critcsm for its sexal content and
for depicting violence, promiscuaus sex, and sexism
(Strasburger, Wilson, and Jordan 2009). Other cri-

4 socizston

consumers, Tlevision networks such as Nickelodeon
and the Cartoon Network are designed specifcaly
for young viewers, and teen magazines such as /11
and Teen Vogue, and Sports Hustrated for Kids are s
growing. phenomenon. Websites like Nicktropals
(which also contain 2 lot of advertsing) encourage
young children to enter an immersive 3D virtusl
world where thy can creae avtars, interact with car
toon charactrs (e, Spongebob Squarcpans), and
chat ith other kids i “ral time” Consequently, it i
decmed hat children are increasingly being socilized
tobecome self-indulgent ifclong consumers s well .
to form imaginary “pars-social” (one-sided) relation-
ships (Chung, DeBuys, and Nam 2007).

Finaly socialization also takes placeinother nst-
tutonalized setings, such as in organized sports, in

sexual images and content (e, pornography, the
sexualization of children) are predominant because
of these new technologies. This makes children vul-
nerable 03,

din other formal organizatons,
suchas the workplace (discussed n the next secton).
‘Wit respet o religiousintiutions, Statistis Canada
documentsthat ttendsnce t formal rligious srvices

from health problems (., addictons, depression) to

bas fallen the past several decades,
particalarly among younger age groups (C. Lindsay

much continuity in fanly life exists. Notably, 35
shown in Figure 42, most Canadian children stll
row up in two-parent houscholds (cither in a mar
red or common-law maritl status). Bibby (2009) also
finds that most young people aspire to marey (for e

since siblings can play a pat a socializing agents, for

xample, as ole modelsor s babysitters.

And as media indusries grow, Strasburger et a

(2009) asert that they become increasinly global and

Further, social class and ethniclcultural back- commercial in nature. Notably, media cor

ground can influence the kinds of lfe chances and
s

rporation
target children and youths 55 & profitble group of

20082), 2 rend that has many implications for other
socialzation processes. Religious  norms  infl-
ence many facets o family ife, such as gender roles,
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Robust Supplements Package

Today’s texts are no longer volumes that stand on their own. Rather, they
are but the central element in a complete learning and teaching package.
Sociology: A Canadian Perspective is no exception and is supported by an
outstanding array of ancillary materials for both students and instructors.

For Instructors

Online Instructor’s Manual PowerPoint Slides

This updated online resource includes comprehensive ~ Hundreds of slides for classroom presentation incor-
outlines of the text’s various chapters, suggested class  porate graphics and tables from the text, summarize
activities and assignments, questions for encouraging  key points from each chapter, and can be edited to suit
classroom discussion, suggestions on how to use media  individual instructors’ needs.

to enhance classes, and extra resource material for use

in lectures. Sociology Streaming Video Collection

An exciting online collection provides instant ac-
Online Test Generator cess to a variety of feature-length videos and shorter
A comprehensive test generator allows instructors to  clips, with an accompanying video guide that includes
sort, edit, import, and distribute hundreds of ques- learning objectives, discussion questions, and assign-

tions in multiple-choice, short-answer, true/false, and ~ ment suggestions for each video included.
essay format.

For Students

Companion Website

A one-stop online study guide provides hundreds of review questions, auto-
matically graded self-assessment quizzes, annotated lists of useful readings
and Web resources, and other material designed to enhance student learning.
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FROM THE GENERAL EDITORS

The two editors of this book—formerly teacher and student, now colleagues—are happy
to bring enthusiastic readers a new edition of a text that tries to explain sociology, and
Canadian society, to a new generation of Canadian students. We think that in this fourth
edition, Sociology: A Canadian Perspective continues to provide an up-to-date picture of
Canadian society and Canadian sociology in the early parts of the twenty-first century. As
always, we remain committed to providing the best, most reader-friendly presentation of
social facts and theories. Our publisher, Oxford University Press Canada, has helped us
to do so, and we are grateful for this help. Sociology: A Canadian Perspective has received
strong support from the topmost levels of Oxford University Press Canada.

Working with us on this edition of Sociology: A Canadian Perspective were develop-
mental editor Tanuja Weerasooriya and copy editor Leslie Saffrey. Tanuja helped us to
hone this book so that it is even better than the previous edition. Leslie clarified the writ-
ing and made the arguments in each chapter even more forceful and consistent. Our main
thanks go to the contributing authors, without whom this book simply would not exist.
They put up with our (seemingly endless) demands, and somehow we got from A to B
without any catastrophes. It has been a great privilege working with this distinguished
group of top Canadian scholars from all over the country. Thank you, authors.

We dedicate this book to the students who will read it and learn from it. Canada is at
a crossroads today, with a government that has seemingly pledged itself to under-inform
and disinform the Canadian public through such acts as the disruption of the Canadian
long-form census and promotion of needless fears about crime and terrorism. Contrary
to Mr. Harper’s wishes, we all need to “commit sociology” with even more dedication
and thoroughness than in the past. We think the present book will go part of the way to
achieving this goal.

Lorne Tepperman, University of Toronto
Patrizia Albanese, Ryerson University
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INTRODUCTION

Why do people become sociologists? There are many
answers to this question, and it is likely that every-
one at one point or another has been on the brink
of becoming a sociologist. We say this because all
people experience odd facets of social life that affect
their opportunities, and they try to understand them.
This is where sociology begins for most people. When
people go beyond that point, they feel even more
motivated to do sociology. What can be more fascin-
ating, more empowering, and more personal than to
begin to understand the society that shapes our lives?
For these reasons, sociology is an inherently attractive
area of study, and many people do study it.
Maybe as a child you noticed simply that:

o Parents sometimes treat their sons differently from
their daughters.

o Teachers often treat “pretty” little girls better than
plain-looking ones.

o Adults treat well-dressed children better than poorly
dressed children.

o Upon meeting, children with disabilities are treated
differently by their classmates.

o Movies typically portray people with “accents” as
strange or suspicious.

If you had noticed these things, you may eventually
have wondered why they happen. They may even have
affected you, as a daughter or son, a plain-looking or
an attractive person, a poorly dressed or well-dressed
person, or a person with or without an “accent” You
may have felt ashamed, angry, or pleased, depending
on whether you identified with the favourably treated
or with the unfavourably treated category of people.

Perhaps you grew up in a small town and then
moved to a big city, or you grew up in a big city and
now live in a small town. You notice that:

o People are not the way the media portray them.

o The ethnic and racial composition of the people
around you is not what you are used to.

o Thegap between rich and poor is more pronounced.

o People interact with each other differently from the
way they do back home.

o They react suspiciously to strangers.

o They talk differently, dress differently, and eat
different kinds of foods.

If you noticed these things, you may have wanted
to understand them better. These are the kinds of cir-
cumstances in which sociological curiosity begins.
All sociologists somehow, at some time or another,
got hooked on trying to better understand their own
lives and the lives of people around them. They come
to understand that common sense gave them only
incomplete explanations about what happened to
people, about people’s behaviour, and about the soci-
ety in which they live. They were not satisfied with the
incomplete explanation and wanted to know more.

For many people, and for much of what we do,
common-sense understanding is just fine. For anyone
who wants to understand how society works, it is not
good enough. You may already realize there are many
questions common sense cannot answer adequately.
For example:

o Why are some people so different from you, and
why are some so similar?

o Why do seemingly similar people lead such differ-
ent lives?

o How is it possible for different people to get along?

o Why do we treat some people as if they are more
“different” than others?

o Why do we often treat “different” people much
worse than others?

o What do people do to escape from being treated
badly?

o Why do some parts of society change quickly and
others hardly at all?

o What can residents do to make Canadian society a
fairer place?

o What can young people do to make their elders
think differently?

o How can we improve the conditions facing people
with disabilities in our society?

» Can we bring about social change by changing the
laws of the country?

Sociologists try to answer these questions by study-
ing societies methodically. In fact, their task is to study
peoples lives—their own and others—more carefully
than anyone else. Sociologists want to understand how
societies change and how people’s lives change with
them. Social changes, inequalities, and conflicts captiv-
ate sociologists because such issues—war and peace,
wealth and poverty, environmental destruction and



technological innovation, for example—are important
for people’s lives. Sociologists know that many differ-
ent kinds of people have the same kinds of “personal
problems” They also know that many of our personal
problems are the private side of public issues. American
sociologist C. Wright Mills called this knowledge or
way of viewing the world “the sociological imagina-
tion” With this knowledge or way of viewing the world,
we know we need to deal with personal problems col-
lectively and, often, politically—with full awareness that
we share these problems and their solutions with others.

However, solving problems entails clear thinking
and careful research. So social theorists and social sci-
ence researchers have developed concepts, theories,
and research methods that help them study the social
world more effectively. Our goal as sociologists is to
be able to explain social life, critique social inequities,
and work toward effecting social change. In this book,
you will learn how sociologists go about these tasks;
you will also learn some of the things sociologists have
found out about the social world.

Why Not Become a Sociologist?

Our starting point here is a formal definition of
sociology, comparisons of sociology with other related
fields of study, and a discussion of sociology’s most
basic subject matter.

A DEFINITION OF SOCIOLOGY

Scholars have defined sociology in many ways, but
most practising sociologists think of their discipline
as the systematic study of social behaviour in human
societies. Humans are intensely social beings and spend
most of their time interacting with other humans. That
is why sociologists study the social units people create
when they join with others. As we will see in the fol-
lowing chapters, these units range from small groups—
comprising as few as two people—to large corporations
and even whole societies (see, for example, Chapter 6
on groups, cliques, and bureaucracies). Sociologists
are interested in learning about how group member-
ship affects individual behaviour. They are also inter-
ested in learning how individuals change the groups of

In the 1950s, American sociologist C. Wright Mills was a famous rebel with a cause. He pushed the sociological community toward a
more historically informed, politically committed engagement with the world.

(© Yaroslava Mills)
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which they are members. In most social life, at least in
Canadian society, there is a visible tug-of-war between
these two forces: the group and the individual.

However, it is impossible for any sociologist to
study all social issues or to become an expert in all the
sub-disciplines of sociology. As a result, most sociolo-
gists specialize in either macrosociology or microsoci-
ology—two related but distinct approaches to studying
the social world—and choose problems for study from
within these realms.

Macrosociology is the study of large social organ-
izations (for example, the Roman Catholic Church,
universities, corporations, or government bureau-
cracies) and large social categories (for example,
ethnic minorities, the elderly, or college students).
Sociologists who specialize in the macrosociological
approach to the social world focus on the complex
social patterns that people form over long periods.
You can see this in Parts IV and V of this volume, on
social institutions and global society, respectively.

On the other hand, microsociology focuses on
the typical processes and patterns of interaction

Teams and other social groups, such as bands, gangs, and classrooms, all need communication, coordination, leadership, shared

in small groups. A microsociologist might study a
marriage, a clique, a business meeting, an argument
between friends, or a first date. A microsociologist
would study the common, everyday interactions and
negotiations that together produce lasting, secure pat-
terns. You can see many examples of this in Part II,
Chapters 4 and 5, on socialization and on roles and
identities, respectively.

The difference in names—macro versus micro—
refers to the difference in size between the social units
of interest. Macrosociologists study large social units—
organizations, societies, or even empires—over long
periods of time: years, centuries, or millennia. Micro-
sociologists study small social units over short periods
of time—for example, what happens during a conver-
sation, a party, a classroom lecture, or a love affair. As
in nature, large things move (and change) slowly, and
small things move more quickly.

As a result, macrosociologists are likely to stress
how slowly things change and how persistent a social
pattern is as it plays itself out in one generation after
another. An example is the way society tends to be

: \
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identity, and ritual. Many teams have uniforms and other insignia to increase their solidarity.

(moodboard/Corbis)



controlled by its elite groups, decade after decade. The
connection between business elites and political elites
is persistent.

By contrast, microsociologists are likely to stress
how quickly things change and how elusive the thing
we call “social life” is. In their eyes, any social unit is
constantly being created and reconceived by the mem-
bers of society. An example is the way one’s friendship
group changes yearly, if not more often, as one moves
through the school system or the world of work. Some
people remain our close friends over years, but many
are close friends for only a short while.

Combining macro and micro approaches improves
our understanding of the social world. Consider a
common social phenomenon: the domestic division
of labour—who does what chores around the home.
From the micro perspective, who does what is con-
stantly open to negotiation. It is influenced by per-
sonal characteristics, the history of the couple, and
many other unique factors. Yet viewed from a macro
perspective, different households have similar div-
isions of labour despite different personal histories.
This suggests that the answer lies in a society’s history,
culture, and economy. It is far from accidental that
across millions of households, men enjoy the advan-
tage of a better salary and more social power both in a
great many workplaces and at home.

While these approaches are different, they are also
connected. They have to be: after all, both macro-
and microsociologists are studying the same people
in the same society. All of us are leading unique lives
within a common social context, facing common
problems. The question is, how can sociologists bring
these elements together? As noted above, C. Wright
Mills (1959) gave the answer when he introduced the
notion of the sociological imagination as something
that enables us to relate personal biographies—the
lives of millions of ordinary people like ourselves—to
the broad sweep of human history. The sociological
imagination is what we need to use to understand how
societies control and change their members and, at the
same time, are constantly changed by the actions of
their members.

All of this is the subject matter of sociology. We
may choose to focus on problems of microsociol-
ogy or macrosociology because of our preference to
understand one or the other. However, a full under-
standing of most problems requires that we consider

Why Not Become a Sociologist?

elements of both, for the two types of processes are
closely connected.

Finally, we need to note in passing that Canadian
sociology has a rich and distinctive history. This will
gradually become clear as you read through this book
and, especially, learn about highly esteemed Canadian
“Researchers in Action” Regrettably, space does not
permit a detailed discussion of the history and organiz-
ation of sociology in Canada. Some coverage of prom-
inent Canadian sociologists, the Canadian Sociological
Association and the funding of sociological research in
Canada (Tri-Council/SSHRC) would be beneficial to
students, no doubt, but that will have to wait. For more
information about the activities of Canadian sociolo-
gists, past and present, the reader is directed to explore
the website of the Canadian Sociological Association.

HOw SOCIOLOGY DIFFERS FROM
OTHER ACADEMIC FIELDS

Sociology is just one of several fields of study designed
to help describe and explain human behaviour;
others include journalism, history, philosophy, and
psychology. How does sociology differ from these
other fields? Canadian sociologist Kenneth Westhues
(1982) has compared sociology’s approach with those
of the others. He stresses that journalism and history
describe real events, as does sociology. However, jour-
nalism and history only sometimes base their descrip-
tions on a theory or interpretation, and even then it is
often an implicit or hidden theory.

Sociology is different. It strives to make its theories
clear to test them. Telling a story is important for soci-
ologists, but it is less important than the explanation
behind the story. Besides, stories often make the news
because they are unusual; sociologists instead are drawn
to issues because they are common events or recurring
patterns. Sociology may be good preparation for his-
tory or journalism, but it differs from these disciplines.

Sociology also differs from philosophy. Both are
analytical—that is, concerned with testing and refin-
ing theory. However, sociology is firmly empirical, or
concerned with gathering evidence and doing studies,
while philosophy is not. Philosophy is more concerned
with the internal logic of its arguments. Sociological
theories must stand up logically, but they must also
stand up to research evidence in a way philosophical
theories need not. No matter how logical the theory
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may be, sociologists will not accept a sociological
theory if its predictions are not supported by evidence
gathered in a rigorous and systematic way.

Finally, sociology differs from psychology, which is
also analytical, empirical, and interpretive. The differ-
ence here lies in the subject matter. Psychologists study
the behaviour of individual humans or, sometimes,
animals. Generally, they do so under experimental
conditions. Sociology’s subject matter is social rela-
tionships or groups viewed in society. As you will see,
sociologists study the family, schools, workplaces, the
media—even the total society. Sociology and psychol-
ogy come close together in a field called social psychol-
o0gy, but this field is defined differently by sociologists
and psychologists. Studies by sociologists are more
likely to focus on the effects of group living on people’s
views and behaviours. By contrast, psychologists are
more likely to focus on particular individuals and how
they respond under certain experimental conditions.

Another way of characterizing sociology and what
makes it unique has been put forward by Earl Babbie

<

Sociology is just one of the fields of study designed to help describe and explain human behaviour—for example, crowd behaviour.

(1988). He states that sociologists hold some basic or
fundamental ideas that set them apart from those in
other fields:

Society has an existence of its own.

Society can be studied scientifically.

Society creates itself.

Cultures vary over time and place.

Individual identity is a product of society.

Social structure must satisfy survival requirements.
Institutions are inherently conservative.

Societies constrain and transform.

¥ X N e

Multiple paradigms or fundamental models of
reality are needed.

As we will see in the chapters that follow, these are
many of the most basic ideas or assumptions of sociol-
ogy. Part I of this collection (Chapters 1 and 2) intro-
duces the theoretical underpinnings and methodologies
of sociology. Part Il addresses the major social processes:
culture (Chapter 3), socialization (Chapter 4), role

It differs from others, such as psychology, in its focus on social relationships or groups observed in society.
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and identity formation (Chapter 5), group formation
(Chapter 6), and deviance (Chapter 7). Part IIT presents
different forms of inequality people experience through
chapters on class and status (Chapter 8), gender rela-
tions (Chapter 9), sexuality (Chapter 10), ethnic and
race relations (Chapter 11), and aging (Chapter 12).
In Part IV, you will learn about different social institu-
tions that shape and constrain our lives, including the
family (Chapter 13), education (Chapter 14), work and
the economy (Chapter 15), health (Chapter 16), reli-
gion (Chapter 17), politics (Chapter 18), and social
movements (Chapter 19). Increasingly, understand-
ing Canadian society means also understanding global
issues. So in Part V of the book you will read about
global society (Chapter 20), population (Chapter 21),
cities and urbanization (Chapter 22), the mass media
(Chapter 23), the environment (Chapter 24), and, in a
new chapter, technology and society (Chapter 25).

What do people do after studying sociology?
Obviously, that’s a hard question to answer, since every
year hundreds of thousands of students take sociology
courses in Canada and elsewhere. People who major
or specialize in sociology gain valuable skills in critical
thinking and research methods. This prepares them
for a variety of second-entry college and university
programs, including law, social work, teaching, indus-
trial relations, personnel work, opinion polling, public
health, public administration, and other fields. People
who go on to get an MA or a PhD in sociology often
end up teaching in colleges or universities or holding
responsible positions as researchers, consultants, and
policy planners.

CONCLUSION

Sociology is a good idea. It pays off by enlightening us,
and it has worthy goals. Sociology, as you have heard,

Why Not Become a Sociologist?

is the systematic study of society and the ways patterns
of social behaviour change.

It is a broad field of study. This is obvious in the
broad theoretical perspectives used to guide most
sociological research. Sociology highlights both
micro- and macro-level analyses and the complex
relationships between the two, as noted in Mills’s idea
of the sociological imagination. Sociology also covers
a broad subject matter—consider the subject matter
of the following chapters, ranging across deviance,
family, education, religion, politics, the economy,
health, and beyond.

Sociology allows people to move beyond a purely
common-sense approach to better understanding
social life. It gives people more powerful tools to
explore the connections between social institutions
and processes. In the process, they learn that much
common-sense knowledge is faulty. Sociology helps
them to see that things are not always what they seem.

Sociology stresses the relationships among indi-
viduals, social structure, and culture. As we will see,
social structure and culture both constrain the behav-
iour of individuals. However, they are both essential
for social life. As well, both social structure and culture
are created by humans in social interaction. Therefore,
they are both subject to future change in the same way.
In short, sociology demystifies social life, showing that
social arrangements are in our own hands. That said,
powerful interest groups play a disproportionate role
in controlling the kinds of social and cultural change
that take place.

Sociology has obvious personal relevance, since it
addresses everyday life issues. And finally, sociology
has an important goal overall: to contribute positively
to the future of humanity. Our sincere hope is that this
text will set you on your way to developing your own
sociological imagination.
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IN THIS CHAPTER YOU WILL:

b Learn that you are already a social theorist;

b Apply the concept of binary thinking to understand
the origins of sociology in the transition from
traditional to modern society;

b Distinguish between objectivity and subjectivity in
social theory;

b Identify the key ideas of the major classical theorists:
Durkheim, Marx, and Weber;

b Relate classical social theory to contemporary
perspectives in sociology: functionalist, conflict,
interactionist, feminist, and post-modernist;

b Connect concepts from classical theory to concerns
in contemporary sociology.
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My earliest experiences with
sociological thinking came while
| was attending a racially inte-
grated high school just outside
my native Halifax. | learned about
anti-racism, and a radical history
teacher from India opened my
eyes to colonialism. | first heard
the music of Bob Dylan from
a draft-dodging English teacher from Maine. When
| was an undergraduate student, my interests were
shaped by theatre, English literature, and an art his-
tory elective | took initially as a “bird” course. But
in the 1960s, only sociologists were talking seriously
about the issues of the day—civil rights, the Vietham
War, poverty, and women’s liberation. My wife,
Heather Frenette, helped me understand and practise
the principles of gender equality. Herb Gamberg, a
radical American educated at Brandeis and Princeton,
drew me into sociology and social theory. After a few
years teaching high school in Newfoundland, where
| realized that teaching is worthwhile but schools
are not, | returned to Dalhousie University to study
social history, class theory, and international devel-
opment with Greg Kealey and Tom Bottomore, and
then worked with Bob Blackburn at the University of
Cambridge. Since then | have become a father, reno-
vated a century-old home, and become a sociologist
at Acadia University in Nova Scotia, where | teach and
write about social theory, play noon-hour basketball,
and research community policing and penitentiary
history. Today, sociology pervades every aspect of my
life. | even watch films or TV shows through a socio-
logical lens. Sociology has the potential to change the
way you look at the world, what you do in it, and what
you do about it.

Heather Frenette

—Tony Thomson

INTRODUCTION: WHY THEORY?

The Italian revolutionary Antonio Gramsci believed
that everyone is a social theorist. We all have an intel-
lect and use our minds to make sense of the world in
which we live. Whether we realize it or not, our think-
ing is powerfully shaped by our experiences in life and
by the ways we have been taught to understand these
experiences. To be sociologically educated is to see
yourself as a social actor in a world full of powerful
forces that shape what you think and feel, while also

realizing what you contribute to sustain this world or
to change it.

Understanding the world and our places within it is
almost as important as eating. Most Canadians (though
certainly far from all) can take eating pretty much for
granted. This is a great privilege. In our increasingly
connected but greatly unequal globe, a full stomach
cannot be assumed. Our privilege is also our respon-
sibility. Not only are we able to use our intellect to
understand the world, it is a crucial ingredient for guid-
ing the actions we take. From a sociological perspective,
what we do—our day-to-day actions—are part of the
making and remaking of the actual world we live in.

Gramsci’s point is that we already use our intellects
to explain how society works. Much of what we do and
think, however, is simply taken for granted. This is not
necessarily a bad thing. We take it for granted that the
physical world will pretty much do what we have come
to expect: that food will burn if you add too much heat;
that the sidewalk won't turn into quicksand; that the
couch you sit on won't collapse, fly away, or swallow
you whole (unless you're a character in The Simpsons).

We also expect the social world to follow rules that
we can take for granted: people in Canada will drive
on the right-hand side of the road; our mothers will
love us; our paid employees will show up for work on
time. But the rules of nature—for example, if you are
deprived of food long enough, you will die—are not
the same as the rules of society—you will not have
enough to eat if you don’t have the money to pay for it.

Following social rules more or less unthinkingly
most of the time is necessary for society to work. Our
way of viewing the world has become something we
accept as natural, not something we question. People
live, day-to-day, with simple formulas that help them
understand the way things work: we tend to think the
world is the way it is and couldn’t be much different;
people get what they deserve; each of us is a unique
individual; we are endowed with an inner “self” that
truly defines our identity, who we are. Unless there is
something spectacular to catch our interest momentar-
ily, we look at society with the blasé attitude that sociol-
ogist Georg Simmel talks about—the progressive rock
group Pink Floyd would call it “comfortably numb.

Would you say that your response to things that hap-
pen in the world reflects a blasé, indifferent attitude?



We don't, however, just act blindly or randomly or
make up these ways of understanding as we go along.
To borrow from the film industry, we follow scripts that
are given to us and play the roles assigned. We are born
into an existing society of things and people and into a
world of ideas of what we should and shouldn’t think or
do. We are told who we are by other people; our identity
is not something we make by ourselves, willy-nilly.

Gramsci would say that all these ideas about the
world and our place within it reflect theories of soci-
ety that have been built into our intellect. The process
goes on so automatically that, like digestion, it seems
to just happen. We begin ingesting ideas about the
world along with our mother’s milk, as Chapter 4 on
socialization demonstrates. But the ideas that we swal-
low may be open to question. They may not be the
best, or the most useful, or the most revealing about
how society actually works. They may be popular fic-
tions or myths. They may be part of the problems in
the world, not the solutions.

Sociologists argue that although people are
physical beings, they are also intellectual beings who
can question the rules about such social problems as
how food is distributed, to whom, and at what social
and environmental cost. In fact, people can even
choose to violate what might be seen as the most basic
rule of biology: survival. People can and have chosen,
in the midst of plenty, to starve themselves to death in
support of some political or social cause.

The key to understanding, C. Wright Mills says, is
the ability to connect personal problems with larger
forces in society. Mills, a critical and caustic sociolo-
gist, wrote in The Sociological Imagination (1959) that
it wasn’t enough to focus only on a person’s experi-
ences. These experiences must be understood in their
social context. Sociology must address social problems
by linking an individual’s personal troubles—one’s
own biography—with the way society is organized
and structured.

In her groundbreaking book, The Feminine
Mystique (1963), Betty Friedan found that edu-
cated housewives in the United States were generally
unhappy. They had been taught to find fulfillment in
the roles of wife and mother, and each assumed that
her private misery was her own fault. Looking at their
situation sociologically, Friedan said these women
suffered because they had been socialized into play-
ing the traditional role of housewife. This role denied
them the opportunity for a meaningful career outside
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the home for which they had been educated and
trained, and which they believed they deserved. What
each woman saw as her personal and private trouble
was actually rooted in a widespread social problem.

A great deal of sociology is concerned with the ques-
tion of why society operates so imperfectly. As much
as the chapters that follow explain how social institu-
tions such as the family, schooling, or religion actually
work, they also identify social problems. Sociology is a
critical study. Most of the social theorists you will read
about in this book have been motivated by a desire not
only to understand society but to change it for the bet-
ter. Sociology challenges existing ways of thinking, and
this book is as much about helping you see the world
sociologically as about providing information.

Binary Thinking

How do theorists go about building a framework for
understanding social life? Quite a lot depends on how
they approach some basic questions about individuals
and society. Are people’s actions the result of a choice
they have made? Or are people really just the pup-
pets of social forces that work the strings behind their
backs, determining what they do or think? Should
you only look at the existing facts as they appear,
such as how food is distributed, or should you also
ask questions about values, such as how food should
be distributed?

The use of either/or propositions is termed binary
thinking. One of the most important binary distinc-
tions in contemporary social theory is between “struc-
ture” and “agency.” On the one hand, we are born into
pre-existing social arrangements or structures, includ-
ing physical objects such as buildings as well as social
codes of behaviour and morality. On the other hand,
we choose one course of action over others. You didn’t
choose the degree requirements for the credentials
you are seeking, but you chose to enter one program
among many that were available to you. And you may
toss the whole thing aside tomorrow, drop out, and
travel to Bali. People are thinking and acting individ-
uals; in short, they exercise agency.

Typically, thinking that you make choices purely
on your own comes easily. It is part of the taken-for-
granted way we have learned to look at ourselves. Yet
how much choice are people actually able to realize?
You might have chosen to work toward a university
degree and a specific career, but you have virtually no

13



14

PART | | Theory and Methodology

influence over the job opportunities that will be avail-
able to you when you enter the job market or how
the world of work will have changed by then. Like
Friedan’s housewives, too many young people today
are caught between the education they’ve made sacri-
fices to achieve and the structure of global capitalism
that often doesn’t provide a matching set of suitable
careers. Making choices in an uncertain, risky world
brings with it much anxiety, unhappiness, and an
undeserved sense of personal failure.

As a theorist yourself, what do you think causes some
people to be employed and others to be unemployed?
How might you think sociologically about this question?

Social thinkers have examined society—the ways
that people organize their lives together—for thou-
sands of years. Every new idea comes into a world that
is dominated by old ideas—“new” versus “old” is one
of the most ancient and enduring binaries. Sociology
was developed by scholars who were aware that their
world was changing rapidly and fundamentally.
What was new when sociology was invented about
two centuries ago was the idea that society could be
studied scientifically. It was a broad and somewhat
surprising claim.

THE BIRTH OF SOCIOLOGY IN
THE AGE OF REVOLUTION

People who are part of the generation now reaching
adulthood are used to rapid change, at least in many
of the ways they go about their lives—how they com-
municate, travel, work, and experience diversions
and pleasures. There is a sense that the gap between
generations is widening, that the old generation can't
understand the new one and can't appreciate the ways
microchip technology has been inserted into social
life. “I used to be with it,” Grandpa Simpson says, but
now what’s “it” seems pretty weird and scary to him.
Sociology thrives in these periods of large-scale social
change. It is harder to take things for granted when the
ground that had seemed so familiar is shifting under
your feet.

When European social theorists surveyed their
“new” world and began to apply the word “modern”

to it, they simultaneously created the binary concept,
“traditional,” meaning Europe before the modern
age. Looking backward, they believed the key differ-
ence separating the traditional from the modern was
the way people understood and thought about the
world. Traditional society had been a world of magic,
mystery, and religious authority. In contrast, modern
society had entered a new world of Enlightenment.
Through the use of reason or rationality, the human
mind could shine light into the darkest caves and dis-
cover “true” knowledge. More than 200 years later, we
seem no closer to this elusive and improbable “univer-
sal” understanding.

The French social theorist who invented the term
“sociology, Auguste Comte (1798-1857), intended
to create a “science” of society that would allow us
to understand social life the way that biology had
enabled us to understand physical life. Sociology
would be based on facts, evidence, and scientific laws,
not just on imagination, abstract philosophy, or fic-
tion. But the “natural” sciences—astronomy, physics,
chemistry—were more advanced in their knowledge
at that time than any purported science of social life.
There was a lot of catching up to do.

Natural scientists had combined careful, detailed,
and systematic observations of nature with logical, sys-
tematic thought (theories). They had “discovered” that
natural laws made the world orderly and predictable.
Scientific knowledge of the world gave people power
over nature. The way forward for sociology, then, was
to discover the “natural” laws that determined social
life. Just as Isaac Newton had discovered the law of
gravity, there must be similar laws that explained how
society worked. Once discovered scientifically, these
laws could be applied to controlling social life. And
society seemed to need controlling. During Comte’s
time, political and social revolutions were under-
mining the traditional authority of church and state.
Capitalists had become the sorcerer’s apprentices, as
industrialization transformed social life rapidly, pro-
foundly, and disturbingly. Comte said that the under-
standing of society—social theory—had to be rooted
in science if social life was again to be orderly, peace-
ful, and secure.

As Comte (1974, 19-27) saw it, there was a “law”
according to which social thinking necessarily passed
through three stages. People in the first stage assumed
that the world was run by supernatural powers, by gods



and spiritual forces. In the Middle Ages, for example,
people believed that angels actively pushed the sun as
it made its daily circle around the flat, stationary earth.

With the rise of scientific understanding, religious
theory (theology) gave way to philosophy and science,
Comte’s second stage. The idea of “nature” replaced
the idea of an active, miracle-working god. The world
proceeded on its way like clockwork following only
the laws of nature. Finally, in the third, positive stage,
people began to apply their scientific knowledge of
the laws of nature to change the physical world to
suit themselves. Similarly, the knowledge developed
by the new social science Comte termed “sociol-
ogy” would give humans power over social order and
social change.

Comte’s own life, however, didn’t quite follow this
rational, scientific script. He experienced bouts of
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insanity, attempted suicide, fell romantically and pas-
sionately in love with Clotilde de Vaux, who died of
tuberculosis within a year, went through a religious
conversion, and tried to establish a new “religion of
humanity” with himself as pope (Andreski 1974, 8-9).
Real life was clearly a lot messier than pure scientific
reason would suggest, and unreason—the irrational—
had to be taken into account. As his social theory
evolved backward from science to theology, Comte’s
own career served to refute his “law” of three stages.
Throughout most of the nineteenth century, socio-
logical thinking involved the search for law-like cer-
tainties that could explain social life. Following Comte,
this approach became known as positivism. English
sociologist Herbert Spencer (1969, 120) believed that
society, like nature, was a struggle for existence. The
strongest and “best” individuals inevitably rose to the

GLOBAL
W= |SSUES

SOCIOLOGY WAS BORN IN THE nineteenth century
when the promise of a better future sometimes seemed
overshadowed by the emergence of new, perhaps
worse, problems. The original myth of the Sorcerer’s
Apprentice concerns a young magician-in-training who
can't control the dangerous results of the magic he sets
in motion. Many of the social theorists who created soci-
ology saw that their “new,” modern world was running
dangerously out of control. With industrial development
comes urban slums, contagious diseases, abject poverty,
joblessness, and rising crime. The same phenomenon is
currently playing out worldwide. Modern society was
exhilarating in its rapid change and amazing possibil-
ities, but it was also frightening because of the collapse
of so much that had seemed to hold society together.
Now theorists talk about the careening “juggernaut” of
modern globalization—the phrase comes from Anthony
Giddens.“Globalization”is a seemingly neutral word for a
complex and troublesome social change through which
the globe becomes increasingly integrated. What we call
globalization may be thought of, in the rest of the world,
as Westernization, Americanization, or imperialism.
Sociology, as an attempt to understand society
objectively and scientifically, was a European inven-
tion, constructed to enable people to understand and
hopefully control the transformation of traditional so-
ciety into modernity. The first sociologists had a thor-
oughly Eurocentric view of the world. While the “North”
(Europe, North America) had progressed to the stage

Origin of Globalization

of industrialization, sociologists believed the South
(Africa, Latin America, Asia) was mired in a stagnant,
traditional, and undeveloped social system. It was
the “white man’s burden,” poet and novelist Rudyard
Kipling said, to “rescue” the rest of the world from its
backwardness. Karl Marx deplored the terrible effects
that European colonialism imposed on India, but he
believed that the old ways had to be destroyed before
modern capitalism could be introduced to Asia as the
first step to its full integration into the modern world.
We are a lot closer now to this “fully integrated”
world. In 2010, China became the world’s second-
largest economy after the United States, which is the
most important consumer of Chinese products. Many
new graduates from Canada will seek their first job op-
portunities in Japan, Korea, or China. In our megacities,
such as Toronto and Vancouver, the previously pre-
dominant white Europeans will soon become a“visible
minority.” Globalization in the age of classical sociol-
ogy wasn't then—and it isn't now—a gentle, benevo-
lent evolution. The term “globalization” is now likely to
evoke images of mass protest and police repression (as
inToronto in 2010), the re-emergence of ethnic violence
to the point of genocide, the resurgence of extremism
rooted in religious fundamentalism linked to state and
individual terrorism (as in ISIS), and the widespread
environmental destruction caused by endless-growth
capitalism. In this world of rapid social and economic
change, sociology has never been more relevant.
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Juggernauts are gigantic chariots used in Hindu processions that sometimes
careen out of control, crushing people in their path. How do the movements
of these chariots mimic the effects of globalization on local cultures?

top of the social pyramid and deserved their priv-
ileged status, while the poor and the weak naturally
sank to the bottom. Spencer’s view of the world is so
in tune with modern capitalism that many people still
see the world in these terms and believe people get
what they deserve.

What does it mean to live in a revolutionary age? How
is the word “revolution” used today?

Karl Marx also sought to discover the “laws” of
modern, capitalist society (1959). In his view, how-
ever, these laws would inevitably lead to a working-
class revolution, causing the capitalist system to come
crashing down: the last would become first. Thus, the
search for social “laws” had led to quite different—
indeed opposite—conclusions.

CLASSICAL SOCIOLOGY

What was a sociologist to do? First, lets
consider that many of the questions
sociologists are interested in don't have
a rational basis. The idea that we fre-
quently act according to habit or custom,
unthinkingly, or according to our beliefs
and values, suggests that people often do
not reason things out and make “rational”
choices. Many of the things we accept as
natural, from our experience of time to
our views of “human nature,” are actually
socially constructed.

Second, many social theorists have
sought to understand people’s intentions
and bring the elements of thinking and
choosing into their analysis. German
sociologist Max Weber said that people
act on the basis of what they intend and
what they believe; to understand them,
you have to take these subjective factors
into account. As long as we believe that
the laws of the country are basically right
and for the good of everyone, we will
obey—in Weber’s view, we accept author-
ity as legitimate and follow the rules that
are given to us (1964, 325-8). If, instead,
we believe that law represents only the
interests of the rich and powerful, we might disobey,
intentionally breaking store windows and setting
police cars on fire.

Giving up the search for the “laws of society” did
not mean giving up the search for (uncertain) predic-
tion and (limited) control. It meant being more mod-
est about what could be understood. We all know
someone who “defied the odds,” who “made it” eco-
nomically despite being born into poverty. But socio-
logically speaking, poverty is more likely than not to
beget poverty. Even free public schooling for everyone
doesn't necessarily create a level playing field; people
frequently settle back into the same social position
once they’re in the workforce.

Finally, as Comte realized, two apparently contra-
dictory things seem true of society: it basically stays
the same over time, and it is constantly changing.
The binary of continuity and change has led to two
different sociological perspectives. From one point of



view, what is most important about society is how it
remains, day to day, basically the same. Look around
your classroom, and imagine the things you and your
classmates could be doing together now. But what you
are doing in reality allows the lecture to go on, in an
orderly and routine way.

An important perspective in sociology seeks to
understand this continuity—how society is repro-
duced. Part of the answer is that society possesses
powerful mechanisms that force us to obey, such as
police and prisons. But maintaining social order is
usually much more subtle than employing direct coer-
cion. Operating more or less behind the scenes are
powerful social influences that shape what we do and
help determine the consequences of our actions.

Understanding these structural forces is the busi-
ness of sociological theory. Functionalist theorists, for
example, seek to identify the basic functions that must
be fulfilled in all societies and understand how they
are accomplished. From a functionalist perspective, if
something exists in society and persists over time—
religion, for example, or sports, or even crime—it
must perform some necessary function that is import-
ant for the reproduction of society. When society
responds harshly to a criminal act, social rules and the
rules of morality are strengthened. What is necessary
is to understand the forces that generate agreement
and solidarity among people.

Reproduction of society over time is one side of
the story. But things also change over time, which
is the focus of another group of sociologists. Marx
famously said that the purpose of social theory is not
to understand the world but to change it (although
we might argue that you have to understand it in
order to change it). According to the conflict per-
spective in sociology, change comes from conflict—
between generations, between the government and
the people, between rich and poor, and between men
and women. Many sociologists adopted the con-
flict approach, including Max Weber in Germany
and, more recently in France, Michel Foucault and
Pierre Bourdieu.

In short, studying sociological theory entails
grasping the perspectives of the early developers of
sociology who strove to carve out the new discipline,
the new science of understanding social life. We refer
to members of the founding generation of sociologists
as classical theorists. Three of the most important
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are Emile Durkheim, Karl Marx, and Max Weber;
all three are cited frequently throughout this text, so
at this point it is useful to outline their thinking (see
Thomson 2010).

Emile Durkheim

Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) would become the
most famous French sociologist of the late nineteenth
and early twentieth century, but he was originally des-
tined to be a rabbi. He was born in eastern France to a
close-knit, strictly moral, and orthodox Jewish family,
part of a small and cohesive community. Educated in
Paris among the intellectual elite of his generation,
Durkheim broke with the Jewish faith and with reli-
gious belief generally, but he understood the power-
ful hold that religion has on people in society (Lukes
1972, 39-46).

As a university lecturer, Durkheim began his life-
long study of the relationship between the individual
and society. Above all, he thought, modern society
seemed to have lost that solid and shared code of
morality that had acted as the glue holding society
together—in Durkheim’s terms, people no longer
shared a collective conscience (Durkheim 1964, 444).
Durkheim argued that the simplest societies were
held together by such practices as religious celebra-
tions and gift-giving. When wives, or gossip, or stor-
ies, or “gifts” were exchanged among tribal members,
relationships were strengthened and given meaning.
Even in our culture, gift-giving carries much more
symbolic meaning than a merely economic exchange.
It stands for friendship or love; it may be a peace offer-
ing or a token of respect; it helps to repair or cement
our relationships.

A second source of togetherness, Durkheim said,
originated in regular, sacred gatherings, events in
which the tribe feasted and celebrated its community.
In joyous, often delirious celebration, people experi-
enced a “collective effervescence” that bound them
together and generated a feeling of spirituality—they
sensed a power greater than themselves. This feeling,
said Durkheim, was the root of religious belief, but it
actually originated from the shared social experience
itself—that is, not from the supernatural but from
society, which is the material foundation of the reli-
gious life. People today who are caught in the ecstasy
of a religious revival meeting might believe they feel
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an external, spiritual power coursing through them.
Something similar and entirely secular may happen in
the mosh pit of a rock concert.

Durkheim hypothesized that over time, the sacred
part of life had become overshadowed by the secular.
Gift-giving in modern society, for example, is highly
ritualized and closely integrated into consumer soci-
ety. For Jean Baudrillard (1929-2007), modern indi-
vidualism is paradoxically expressed by participation
in the rites of mass consumption (1998). Through the
ostentatious display of goods for sale in shop windows
and enormous boxmalls, “things” take on an almost
sacred aura, even when goods are merely worshipped
through gazing (window-shopping). At every moment
in consumer society, “in the streets . . . on advertising
hoardings and neon signs,” (1988, 166) individuals
are trained into a modern collective consciousness of
mass consumption.

In modern society, Durkheim felt, the power of
religion to uphold a system of moral rules had dimin-
ished. People were no longer united by a single code
of right and wrong, an uncertainty that Durkheim
termed anomie. He saw that other traditional insti-
tutions, such as marriage and the family, also seemed
to be breaking down in modern society. He believed
that men had an inborn sexual passion that had to
be curbed and regulated by marriage. Otherwise, he
thought, men’s sexual desires would lead them into the
pursuit of novelty and excess. It seemed to him that it
was far better for people to live “courageously” with
unhappiness in their marriage than to abandon their
duties to their family and society. He might well have
understood a line from the 1926 silent film The Crowd:
“Marriage isn’t a word, its a sentence” In his view,
marriage was a sentence that had to be endured for the
good of society. A typical Victorian man, Durkheim
also opposed sex education, which, he said, was like
treating a mysterious and private act as if it were no
more than digestion (Lukes 1972, 530-4). Women
sociologists, on the other hand, soon recognized that
the writings of classical male sociologists reflected
their culturally induced gender biases.

For Durkheim, people were becoming more
individualized as modern society had evolved away
from the spirit of community. How could millions of
increasingly distinct individuals ever create an orderly
society? At the same time, Durkheim recognized that
the old community spirit could not be brought back

to life; it had disappeared forever. Individualism was
here to stay, and it had both positive and negative fea-
tures. It was progressive insofar as it promoted respect
for human rights, which Durkheim actively defended.
However, individualism created problems because it
undermined people’s connection to society; it was at
the root of modern aimlessness and anomie. The task
of sociology, then, was to put an end to anomie and
the conflict it engendered.

But how to overcome anomie? Society needed a
new moral code, but it could not be based on the old
model of everyone thinking and acting in identical
ways. Instead, people would have to be educated to
recognize that each persons individuality should be
respected. At the same time, each individual should
understand that his or her welfare depends, in a deep
and multi-faceted way, on everyone else. Just as many
organs keep an animal alive, everyone in society plays a
part in maintaining social life, which Durkheim termed
organic solidarity. The individual, Durkheim said, is
“the organ” of a much larger organism—society—and
everyone must learn to perform conscientiously “one’s
role as an organ” (Lukes 1972, 102).

Feeling closely connected to others was good for
society, but it was also essential for the well-being of
an individual, Durkheim felt. His best-known appli-
cation of sociological methods to understand a social
problem was his examination of suicide. Taking one’s
own life would seem to be an absolutely individual
act that could be understood only by examining the
psychology of the victim. This was not entirely true,
Durkheim reasoned. He used his examination of sui-
cide to demonstrate that sociology could make an
important contribution to the study of what is perhaps
the most lonely act.

One of Durkheimss closest friends at school, Victor
Hommay, committed suicide in 1886. Teaching in
isolated provincial towns, Hommay felt himself a
stranger in small communities where people observe
each other too closely. His life felt “pale, colourless,
monotonous, [and] insipid” Durkheim concluded
that Hommay’s situation might have been typical of
cases of suicide in which the individual feels isolated,
has few ties to other people, and sees no reason to
live (Lukes 1972, 49-51). The key to the sociological
explanation for suicide, Durkheim reasoned, was the
strength or weakness of the individuals’ ties to their
community and society (Durkheim 1951, 208-23).



He saw self-destruction as a social fact that could be
understood scientifically and objectively.

Durkheim’s social theory involved examining soci-
ety as a totality of interconnected parts, an approach
that is fundamental to theory. Through his publica-
tions, his teaching, and the work of his followers, he
stamped his functionalist approach to understanding
society on the new discipline he helped to create.

Karl Marx

While he did not describe his work as “sociological,”
the theories of Karl Marx (1818-83) have inspired
movements of revolution and reform that have had
deep and lasting consequences for sociological theory.
Both Emile Durkheim and his German contemporary,
Max Weber—who is discussed next—developed their
ideas in the context of, and often consciously in oppos-
ition to, socialist movements that had been inspired by
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Marx. In the 1960s and 1970s, Marx’s theories entered
sociology directly as part of a critical and radical
reorientation of the discipline that challenged func-
tionalist arguments and emerged as conflict theory.
Many contemporary theorists begin their explana-
tions by differentiating their ideas from Marx.

The son of a Jewish lawyer, Marx was born into
a respectable middle-class family in Trier, Germany.
In 1843, he followed in the footsteps of many middle-
class German professionals and married into the minor
aristocracy. His wife was Jenny von Westphalen, the
daughter of a baron. For the 25-year-old Marx, how-
ever, the match was a romance, not a route into the
upper class. The groom was not conventionally ambi-
tious but instead was steeped in youthful radicalism.
In Germany at that time, open identification with left-
wing politics closed the door to any career as a uni-
versity professor. Marx’s writing soon ran afoul of the
German authorities, and Marx and Jenny, along with

(Musée des Beaux-Arts, Nantes, France/Bridgeman Images)

Moneychanger and Wife, by Marinus Van Reymerswaele. Oil on wood, 1539.
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six children, spent the rest of their lives in England,
living often from hand to mouth (Berlin 1963, 27-32).

Marx sought to understand the origins of mod-
ern society and the forces leading to change within it.
For Marx, the way to begin the analysis of any soci-
ety was to examine the way it produced and distrib-
uted the basic necessities of life—its economic system.
Originally, societies had existed in simple, hunting
and gathering modes. People in these earliest societies
were close to being social equals, didn't live under the
thumb of any powerful government, and produced
only what they needed to consume.

Over time, however, land and goods, which had
been the common property of all, became the private
property of a few. Class divisions and conflict became
basic features of all societies and the keys to under-
standing social change. The majority of people, who
laboriously tilled the land, were able to produce more
goods than they required for their own use. This excess
was a surplus, and it went to support the elite few who
were free from the burdens of daily labour. Over time,

the few grew into a rich and powerful dominant class,
and society became increasingly unequal. Ancient
Greece and Rome, for example, were divided between
slaves and slave owners. In Europe during the Middle
Ages the majority of the people worked on the land as
serfs and handed over their surplus production to the
various “noble lords” making up the aristocracy.

Economically, what distinguished traditional from
modern society, Marx said, was the rise of capitalism.
Capitalists originated as a group of merchants, buyers
and sellers—represented in the painting Moneychanger
and Wife—who occupied space as a “middle class”
between the serfs (lower class) and aristocracy (upper
class). Over time, the middle class grew economically
wealthy until, through a series of revolutions (such as
the French Revolution of 1789), they took political
power from the monarchs and aristocracies and estab-
lished themselves as the new, dominant upper class—
often represented now as the “1 per cent”

Under the control of the capitalists, the economic
system was revolutionized. People were drawn from

RESEARCHERS IN ACTION » Henry Veltmeyer

AN INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED SOCIOLOGIST WHO
studies the sociology of development, Henry Veltmeyer
was born in the Netherlands, grew up in Australia, and
then lived and worked in Latin America for six years. He
studied in Equador and at the University of Alabama in
the United States before coming to Canada to complete
a PhD at McMaster University in Hamilton. He spe-
cializes in the study of globalization and development
in Latin America, and has applied his understanding
of social change and social movements to explain the
underdevelopment of Atlantic Canada and the changes
that occurred to the Canadian class structure in the late
twentieth century. Veltmeyer has worked at Saint Mary’s
University in Halifax since 1976 where he initiated the
program in International Studies.

Over more than four decades, Veltmeyer has ana-
lyzed theories of global dependency and uneven de-
velopment. A seismic shift in global economic policy
began on 11 September 1973 (the original 9/11) when
the military in Chile, with the active encouragement
and assistance of the United States CIA, overthrew the
democratically elected socialist government in Chile.
The coup ushered in the first regime to implement
neo-liberal, free-market economic policies that have
since become the dominant form of global capitalism.

Veltmeyer sees contemporary globalization in terms
of the development of new modes of domination,
which work in the interests of ensuring the power and
privileges of the few, and rely on the strength of gov-
ernments and especially the US military (Petras and
Veltmeyer 2001).

Sociologists understand that domination breeds
resistance. Veltmeyer addresses the emergence of anti-
globalization protests and social movements, focusing
on the difficulty of uniting groups that have diffuse
goals and use different tactics. Committed to a form of
socialist humanism, Veltmeyer is critical of the failures
of socialist societies in the twentieth century, leading to
the conclusion that something different is needed if so-
cial change is to lead to genuinely democratic and hu-
manitarian emancipation (Veltmeyer and Petras 2011).
Cuban society has developed some popular forms of
organization that go beyond the limitations of the one-
party state. Veltmeyer also sees promise in some of the
popular movements that have arisen in countries such
as Venezuela and Equador that are attempting to real-
ize versions of twenty-first century socialism. In his
view, socialism requires democratization, which can
only come about from the bottom up through an or-
ganized people’s movement (Veltmeyer 2007).




the countryside into the booming, bustling new cit-
ies and into the factory system, which became the
dominant economic form—now a worldwide phe-
nomenon. They became wage workers or, in Marx’s
terms, the proletariat (Marx and Engels 1959[1844]).
Marx’s perspective is illustrated in a figure titled the
“Pyramid of Capitalist System.” The labour of the
working class toiling at the bottom provides surplus
in the form of profit for the livelihood of the opulent
capitalist class (shown at dinner), for priests (second
from the top), and for the government, which orders
the soldiers to shoot the workers when they rebel. In
this model, religion tells lies to keep the workers paci-
fied. In one of his most famous phrases, Marx claimed

1 | Sociological Theory

that religion acted as “the opium of the people” to dull
the pain of their oppression (1959[1844], 263).

How would Durkheim respond to the figure depicting
the capitalist system?

The fate of capitalism hinged on the conflict
between the proletariat and capitalists, and Marx
expected that a working-class revolution would
replace capitalism with a more cooperative and col-
lective society—socialism. As capitalism became
global, socialist revolutions in the twentieth century
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actually occurred in poor, unindustrialized countries
such as Russia and China. Ironically, both of these
societies have now become part of global capitalism;
for proof, check out the “Made in . . ” labels on many
of your consumer goods.

As the 2008 “great recession” made clear, Marx’s
economic analysis of capitalism still resonates in the
twenty-first century, but globalization has transformed
its structure. The film Wolf of Wall Street (2014) cari-
catures the contemporary, decadent age of speculative
investment and high-level graft, claiming that stock-
market values are little more than fairy dust. But at
bottom, the capitalist system is still about selling as
many things as possible for profit, and social media
such as Twitter and Facebook feature ads ever better
tailored to entice individual consumption. Google is a
massive platform for advertising.

Another Marxist concept that has resonance in con-
temporary society is alienation, a concept that has been
applied widely in sociology. In simple terms, alienation
means to be separated from something. In Marx’s hands,
alienation means being separated from other people,
from control over your work and the product of your
labour, and from your true human potential. The earli-
est “humans” separated, or alienated, themselves from
nature. Thereafter, people developed increasingly com-
plex technologies to control the natural environment.

Generally for Marx, the separation from nature was a
good thing, and it was necessary for all the progress that
followed—potentially, for a world of shared wealth and
high living standards for all. But power over nature has
now proved to be a double-edged sword. In our cur-
rent environmental crisis, which critics claim is one
of the consequences of constant-growth capitalism,
it is clear that alienation from nature has had some
disastrous consequences.

Thinking of Marx'’s concept of alienation, in what ways
would you describe your university education either as
alienating or as helping to break down alienation?

Marx’s theory is critical of existing society and
openly declares its biases and interests. While no
theory is socially neutral, the values of working-class
revolt and revolutionary change are central to his. It
combines analysis of cultural, political, and economic
structures with human action or agency. For Marx,
the relative truth of a social theory has to be tested in
practice and modified as a result of experience. In our
world of unequal economics, climate change, inter-
national conflict, and threats to people’s welfare, Marx
remains a central theorist.

HUMAN
B DIVERSITY

THE VALUE ORIENTATION OF THE first prominent black
sociologist, W.E.B. Du Bois (1868-1963), was never in
doubt. Born in Massachusetts, Du Bois experienced ra-
cial discrimination at the hands of his classmates—the
shadow of racism crept over him, he wrote. Rejected on
racial grounds as an undergraduate by Harvard, Du Bois
went below the US “colour-line” to Fisk, a black univer-
sity in Tennessee. Once back north, he became the first
African American to graduate with a PhD from Harvard.
He conducted an extensive sociological study of the
black community and published The Philadelphia Negro
in 1899, discussing racism, employment, poverty, and
the emergence of a black middle class.

The fundamental problem of the twentieth cen-
tury in America, he declared, was the colour-line. The
laws of segregation (known as “Jim Crow”) were deep-
ening in the United States. Du Bois wrote extensively
about racism and the creation of a distinctly racial
“caste” system in America. He was also a social activist

W.E.B. Du Bois and the Veil of Racism

and a co-founder of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People. He sought a broad al-
liance of progressive people—black as well as white—
to bring about legal and social change. Ultimately, he
believed, it was up to African Americans to fight for
their own liberation. No group had achieved emancipa-
tion by simply asking for it—liberation had to be won
through struggle.

Having studied in Germany, Du Bois’s approach to
sociology was directly influenced by classical theory in
that country. He intended to establish American sociol-
ogy on a scientific basis, employing concepts such as
race, class, and status in the interpretation of grounded
empirical research. In practice, Du Bois worked to deep-
en black pride and independence. He lived through the
civil-rights movement in the 1950s, but he became
increasingly disillusioned by American society and
turned his attention to independence movements in
Africa. He died in 1963, a self-exiled radical in Ghana.



Is the “colour-line” still a fact of life in Canada, or is
racism largely a thing of the past?

Max Weber

Like Durkheim, the German sociologist Max Weber
(1864-1920) understood that modern society was
increasingly individualistic, and like Marx, he spent
much of his historical research uncovering the roots
of capitalism. In his view, however, neither individual-
ism nor capitalism captured the fundamental way that
modern society differed from traditional society. For
Weber, the growing importance of rationality was the
basic underlying difference.

Weber was born near Weimar, Germany, and grew
up under the iron-fisted power of Kaiser Wilhelm.
His father was a lawyer who came from a family of
industrialists and merchants in the textile business.
Content under authoritarian rule, Weber’s father was
dictatorial, patriarchal, self-centred, and hedonistic
(Kasler 1988, 1-3). Weber himself was serious, studi-
ous, and liberal in his politics. Appointed to his first
academic position by the age of 30, Weber’s career was
wracked by periodic breakdowns and bouts of depres-
sion (Gerth and Mills 1946, 11).

In Germany, Marxism was an influential polit-
ical force by the time Weber had begun to address
sociological issues. As with Marx, Weber’s sociology
is historical and comparative, two essential elements
of good social theory. But Marx was identified with
positivism, and Weber used this simplification as a
convenient foil for building his own theory of society.
Weber sought to uncover the social, cultural, and pol-
itical factors that shaped modern society independ-
ently of economic processes.

For Weber, modern society differed from trad-
itional society in that it was highly rational, and the
most direct example was modern science and its use
of reason to understand the world. Arising in a trad-
itional society dominated by religion, science tended
to erode mystical and supernatural beliefs. Weber
referred to this process as the disenchantment of the
world (Weber 1946, 350-1). He saw the modern world
as characterized by a certain type of rational thinking
that he defined as formal. Formal rationality involves
calculating the most efficient means to achieve a
goal, just as a “pitchman” figures out the best type of
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propaganda to sell products such as the Slap Chop or
the DaVinci Pro knife or as politicians plot how to
manipulate public opinion and win votes.

In traditional monarchies, the first-born son of the
sovereign automatically becomes the next ruler, but
this form of “traditional authority” does not mean that
person is actually fit to rule. In The King’s Speech, set
in the 1930s, the shy, speech-impaired second son of
the deceased British king learns to rule in place of his
older but decadent, pro-Nazi brother. The ability to
exercise power over others can also be based on per-
sonal, “charismatic authority”—an irrational power
that compels people to follow a leader, such as Jesus
or Hitler. Charismatic authority either dies with the
leader or is converted into another form of tradition,
as demonstrated by the evolution of Christianity fol-
lowing the death of Jesus.

In the modern world, politics has become rational-
ized. Tradition and charisma, Weber says, have been
replaced by “legal-rational authority” A set of rational
and legal regulations determine how we choose those
who govern us and the rules they must follow. All of
the formal institutions of modern life are governed
according to a rational set of rules that define the dut-
ies of a hierarchy of positions and power—in short, by
a bureaucracy. When you get a job as an assistant bank
manager, you are at the bottom of a highly organized,
complex, and rationally devised career ladder. Your
work will be judged according to objective standards of
performance, which will determine whether you keep
your job and whether you are promoted. Increasingly,
traditional types of evaluation and judgment—who
you know or to whom you are related—become less
important than your qualifications, experience, and
work habits.

Weber says that traditional authority and charismatic
authority have been largely superseded by legal-
rational authority. Thinking about Canadian elections,
would you say this is largely true?

In addition to rational calculations, Weber
understood, sociologists have to pay attention to the
unintended consequences of people’s actions. Things
don’t always work out the way we intended or ration-
ally expected they would. We may intend to deter
criminals from a life of crime by locking them in a
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maximum security prison, but prison may be graduate
school for criminality. In one of his most controversial
historical investigations, Weber concluded that the
rise of capitalism in Europe was an unintended conse-
quence of the Protestant Reformation (1958a).

For Weber, capitalism was not the inevitable out-
growth of European feudalism; rather, capitalism had
sprouted in many places in ancient times, but family
traditions, religious beliefs, or political values had
strangled its development (Weber 1964). It took a
change in religious values (Protestantism) in Europe
for capitalism to emerge as the single, dominant eco-
nomic system. Once industrialization took off, all
aspects of life were transformed.

Furthermore, Weber argued, modern capitalism
was busily creating a new middle class of profession-
als, technicians, and office workers who were employ-
ees—like Marx’s proletariat—but were paid higher
salaries and given more autonomy at work. The “new
middle class” occupied positions of higher status than
factory workers. Weber’s attention to class, status, and
power as partly independent forms of inequality sug-
gested a multi-variable analysis of modern society.

In contemporary sociology, French social theorist
Pierre Bourdieu (1930-2002) has redefined Weber’s
analysis of modern society to examine the various
ways in which people can acquire resources of power
and control (1984). Money capital is obvious. For
Bourdieu, the structure of power in society is also
maintained partly through culturally acquired “tastes”
and practices, such as what we eat and how we are
entertained—even how we blow our nose—which
give individuals a sense of their place in the world. If
you are well educated and have acquired the necessary
knowledge and “taste” to be able to fit seamlessly into
higher classes, you have cultural capital. If you are well
connected and have an “in” with important people,
you can benefit by using these connections and have
social capital, says Bourdieu.

Weber’s analysis of formal rationality—calculating
the most efficient means to attain an end such as pri-
vate profit—is central to globalization. George Ritzer’s
influential analysis of the spread of rationality in the
global economy takes off from Weber. Ritzer calls the
process “McDonaldization,” since the fast-food chain’s
techniques of production and marketing have become
the model for others. McDonaldization is evident in
“education, work, health care, travel, leisure, dieting,

How would you rate your own social and cultural capi-
tal? Do they connect closely to your money capital?

politics, the family, and virtually every other aspect of
society” (Ritzer 2000a, 1-2).

Weberian categories of sociological analysis have
many applications, and they recur frequently in the
chapters that follow. For Weber, however, the goals
that we seek are not necessarily rational ones. We may
seek profit, but we may just as likely seek pleasure for
its own sake or seek a goal that we value highly on
purely emotional grounds, such as justice or religious
salvation (1964, 211-12). The Holocaust entailed the
application of formally rational techniques of system-
atic persecution, mass execution, and ethnic geno-
cide in pursuit of an essentially irrational belief in
racial inferiority.

In fact, as life becomes increasingly dominated by
rational calculation, people often try to escape from
rationality into other, competing, and non-rational
realms. To escape from the routine world of workaday
life, which has no deep or ultimate meaning, people
strive for self-cultivation through acquiring things
that are valued in our culture and express “good
taste” The value we sometimes put on erotic love, for
example, can act as a life-affirming, enchanting goal
that gives meaning to our existence. In the modern
world, the value of eroticism is accentuated, and erotic
love, Weber said, not only is a joyous triumph over the
all-too-rational but appears to be the gateway into the
irrational “real kernel of life” (1946, 341-7).

The focus on people’s values and goals meant that
sociology could not, as with Durkheim, concentrate
only on “social facts” In his discussion of the meth-
ods of sociology, Weber emphasized the binary (or
dual) nature of facts and values. Facts were open to
objective analysis or understanding, but values were
entirely subjective—within the mind of the individual.
You could rationally calculate the best means to ter-
minate a pregnancy, but there was no objective way
to determine whether this goal was right, or moral,
or desirable. Rational arguments are ineffective when
they come up against irrationally held, and especially
supernaturally based, beliefs. Sociologists, then, had
to get inside a person’s thinking to understand why
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OPEN FOR
s DISCUSSION

THE PRACTICE OF NATURAL SCIENCE is said to be value-
neutral; the evidence is supposed to speak for itself.
Studying physics or chemistry, scientists are expected
to leave their values behind, at the laboratory door.
Whether smoking causes lung cancer, for a scientist, is a
question to be decided by objective evidence. Scientists
whose research funding comes from tobacco compan-
ies, however, may report only findings that don’t show a
link between smoking and cancer. Their interest in keep-
ing their research money flowing may influence the re-
sults of their work. If you don't believe climate change is
caused by carbon emissions, you will search for and be-
lieve only the data that confirms your pre-existing belief.

A lot depends on how you look at things. When we
look at a typical Canadian map of the Earth, north is up
and south is down. Canada sits on top of the United
States, and we go “down” to Florida. Things change
if you look at a map drawn from the perspective of
“down under” in Australia. The Australian-drawn globe
appears, to Canadians, to be “upside down.” Canada
appears beneath the US and we have to drive up for
spring break in Fort Lauderdale. There really is no sim-
ple “up”and “down. These binary terms are purely rela-
tive to where you are, a point made photographically
by the film Gravity.

The search for generalizations about people’s ac-
tions and beliefs is not straightforward. Values and
beliefs intrude at least as much, and probably more,
in sociological inquiry as in natural science. For any
social theorist, much depends on the assumptions she
or he makes about human nature. Spencer believed

Should (Can) Social Theory Be Value-Neutral?

that people were naturally and always selfish and com-
petitive. The cruel, dog-eat-dog world of capitalism in
which he lived was, for him, a natural result of human
nature and couldn’t be any different. Marx, on the other
hand, believed that there was no fixed and unchanging
“human nature” The way humans acted, whether self-
ishly or compassionately, depended on the circum-
stances in which they lived. If you change society, you
change the circumstances of life and change “human
nature.” For Marx, the world was cruel and unfair, but it
could be changed for the better.

Among all the differences between groups, how-
ever, there are certain common elements or features
that explain a lot—if not everything—about society.
The view of the world of the average American may be
quite different from that of the average Canadian. But
neither may be close to the view of a slum-dweller in
Mumbai, India. It is likely that women and men experi-
ence and understand the world somewhat differently.
The view of how society works from the point of view
of the urban underclass is different in understandable
ways from the perspective of Conrad Black or members
of the corporate elite.

In sociology, “where you are” is a complicated busi-
ness. So, too, is what is done about different perspec-
tives and interests. In the residential schools, church
and state in Canada attempted to erase the cultural
heritage of Canada’s Indigenous peoples, a practice re-
ferred to as “cultural genocide.” At a minimum, as Max
Weber said, in sociology it is necessary to understand
your biases and make them clear.

(Warner Bros/The Kobal Collection/Art Resource)

The film Gravity tells us there is no sound in space. The cinematography reminds us that there is also no perspective that is
consistently up or down.
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