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PREFAGE

ive Me Liberty! An American History is a survey of American history from the

earliest days of European exploration and conquest of the New World to

the first decades of the twenty-first century. It offers students a clear, con-

cise narrative whose central theme is the changing contours of American freedom.
I am extremely gratified by the response to the prior AP® editions of Give Me
Liberty!, which have been used at many hundreds of high schools throughout the
country. The comments I have received from instructors and students encourage
me to think that Give Me Liberty! has worked well in their classrooms. Their com-
ments have also included many valuable suggestions for revisions, which I greatly
appreciate. These have ranged from corrections of typographical and factual errors
to thoughts about subjects that needed more extensive treatment. In making revi-
sions for this Sixth AP® Edition, I have tried to take these suggestions into account.
I have also incorporated the findings and insights of new scholarship that has ap-

peared since the original edition was written.
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The most significant changes in this Sixth Edition involve heightened empha-
sis on a question as old as the republic and as current as today’s newspapers: Who
is an American?

Difference and commonality are both intrinsic parts of the American experi-
ence. Our national creed emphasizes democracy and freedom as universal rights,
but these rights have frequently been limited to particular groups of people. The
United States has long prided itself on being an “asylum for mankind,” as Thomas
Paine put it in Common Sense, his great pamphlet calling for American indepen-
dence. Yet we as a people have long been divided by clashing definitions of “Ameri-
canness.” The first Naturalization Act, adopted in 1790, limited the right to become
a citizen when immigrating from abroad to white persons. And the right to vote was
long denied to many Americans because of race, gender, property holding, a crimi-
nal record, or other reasons. Today, in debates over immigration and voting rights,
the question of “Who is an American?” continues to roil our society.

In a nation resting, rhetorically at least, on the ideal of equality, the boundaries
of inclusion and exclusion take on extreme significance. The greater the rights of
American citizenship, the more important the definition of belonging. Groups like
African-Americans and women, shut out from full equality from the beginning of
the nation’s history, have struggled to gain recognition as full and equal members
of the society. The definition of citizenship itself and the rights that come with it
have been subject to intense debate throughout American history. And the cry of
“second-class citizenship” has provided a powerful language of social protest for
those who feel themselves excluded. To be sure, not all groups have made demands
for inclusion. In the colonial era and for much of the history of the American na-
tion, many Native Americans have demanded recognition of their own national
sovereignty.

There is stronger coverage of this theme throughout the book, and it is rein-
forced by a new primary-source feature, “Who Is an American?” The sixteen such
features, distributed fairly evenly through the text, address the nature of American
identity, the definition of citizenship, and controversies over inclusion and exclu-
sion. These documents range from J. Hector St. John de Crévecoeur’s reflections on
Americanness toward the end of the War of Independence and the Declaration of
Sentiments of the Seneca Falls Convention to Frederick Douglass’s great speech of
1869 in defense of Chinese immigration, “The Composite Nation,” and Mary Church
Terrell’s poignant complaint about being treated as a stranger in her own country.

In the body of the text itself, the major additions that illuminate the history of
this theme are as follows:

Chapter 3 contains a new discussion of the formation in colonial America of a
British identity linked to a sense of difference from “others”—French and Spanish
Catholics, Africans, and Native Americans. Chapter 4 discusses the development
of a pan-Indian identity transcending the traditional rivalries between separate
Native American nations. In Chapter 7, I have added an examination of how the
U.S. Constitution deals with citizenship and how the lack of a clear definition made
disagreement about its boundaries inevitable. A new subsection in Chapter 12 deals
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with claims by African-Americans before the Civil War to “birthright citizenship,”
the principle that anyone born in the country, regardless of race, national origin, or
other characteristics, is entitled to full and equal citizenship. Chapter 15 expands
the existing discussion of the constitutional amendments of the Reconstruction era
to examine how they redrew the definition and boundaries of American citizenship.

In Chapter 17, I have expanded the section on the movement to restrict immi-
gration. Chapter 18 contains a new discussion of Theodore Roosevelt’s understand-
ing of “Americanism” and whom it excluded. Chapter 19 examines the “science” of
eugenics, which proposed various ways to “improve” the quality of the American
population. Chapter 23 contains a new subsection on how the Cold War and the ef-
fort to root out “subversion” affected definitions of loyalty, disloyalty, and American
identity. Immigration reform during the administration of Ronald Reagan receives
additional attention in Chapter 26. Finally, Chapter 28 discusses the heated debates
over immigration that helped elect Donald Trump in 2016, and how his administra-
tion in its first two years addressed the issue.

Other revisions, not directly related to the “Who Is an American?” theme, in-
clude a reorganization of the chapter on the Gilded Age (16) to give it greater clarity,
a new subsection in Chapter 17 discussing the political and philosophical school
known as pragmatism, and significant changes in Chapter 26 to take advantage of
recent scholarship on modern conservatism. The final chapter (28) has been up-
dated to discuss the election of 2016 and the first two years of the administration of
Donald Trump. I have also added a number of new selections to “Voices of Freedom”
to sharpen the juxtaposition of divergent concepts of freedom at particular moments
in American history. And this edition contains many new images—paintings, pho-
tographs, broadsides, lithographs, and others.

Americans have always had a divided attitude toward history. On the one hand,
they tend to be remarkably future-oriented, dismissing events of even the recent
past as “ancient history” and sometimes seeing history as a burden to be overcome,
a prison from which to escape. On the other hand, like many other peoples, Ameri-
cans have always looked to history for a sense of personal or group identity and of
national cohesiveness. This is why so many Americans devote time and energy to
tracing their family trees and why they visit historical museums and National Park
Service historical sites in ever-increasing numbers. My hope is that this book will
convince readers with all degrees of interest that history does matter to them.

The novelist and essayist James Baldwin once observed that history “does not re-
fer merely, or even principally, to the past. On the contrary, the great force of history
comes from the fact that we carry it within us, . .. [that] history is literally present
in all that we do.” As Baldwin recognized, the force of history is evident in our own
world. Especially in a political democracy like the United States, whose government
is designed to rest on the consent of informed citizens, knowledge of the past is essen-
tial—not only for those of us whose profession is the teaching and writing of history,
but for everyone. History, to be sure, does not offer simple lessons or immediate an-
swers to current questions. Knowing the history of immigration to the United States,
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and all of the tensions, turmoil, and aspirations associated with it, for example, does
not tell us what current immigration policy ought to be. But without that knowledge,
we have no way of understanding which approaches have worked and which have
not—essential information for the formulation of future public policy.

History, it has been said, is what the present chooses to remember about the
past. Rather than a fixed collection of facts, or a group of interpretations that cannot
be challenged, our understanding of history is constantly changing. There is noth-
ing unusual in the fact that each generation rewrites history to meet its own needs,
or that scholars disagree among themselves on basic questions like the causes of the
Civil War or the reasons for the Great Depression. Precisely because each genera-
tion asks different questions of the past, each generation formulates different an-
swers. The past thirty years have witnessed a remarkable expansion of the scope of
historical study. The experiences of groups neglected by earlier scholars, including
women, African-Americans, working people, and others, have received unprec-
edented attention from historians. New subfields—social history, cultural history,
and family history among them—have taken their place alongside traditional politi-
cal and diplomatic history.

Give Me Liberty! draws on this voluminous historical literature to present an
up-to-date and inclusive account of the American past, paying due attention to the
experience of diverse groups of Americans while in no way neglecting the events
and processes Americans have experienced in common. It devotes serious atten-
tion to political, social, cultural, and economic history, and to their interconnec-
tions. The narrative brings together major events and prominent leaders with the
many groups of ordinary people who make up American society. Give Me Liberty!
has a rich cast of characters, from Thomas Jefferson to campaigners for woman suf-
frage, from Franklin D. Roosevelt to former slaves seeking to breathe meaning into
emancipation during and after the Civil War.

Aimed at an audience of high school students with little or no detailed knowl-
edge of American history, Give Me Liberty! guides readers through the complexi-
ties of the subject without overwhelming them with excessive detail. The unifying
theme of freedom that runs through the text gives shape to the narrative and inte-
grates the numerous strands that make up the American experience. This approach
builds on that of my earlier book, The Story of American Freedom (1998), although Give
Me Liberty! places events and personalities in the foreground and is more geared to
the structure of the introductory survey course.

Freedom, and the battles to define its meaning, have long been central to my own
scholarship and undergraduate teaching, which focuses on the nineteenth century
and especially the era of the Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877). This was a
time when the future of slavery tore the nation apart and emancipation produced a
national debate over what rights the former slaves, and all Americans, should enjoy
as free citizens. I have found that attention to clashing definitions of freedom and
the struggles of different groups to achieve freedom as they understood it offers a
way of making sense of the bitter battles and vast transformations of that pivotal
era. I believe that the same is true for American history as a whole.
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No idea is more fundamental to Americans’ sense of themselves as individuals
and as a nation than freedom. The central term in our political language, freedom—
or liberty, with which it is almost always used interchangeably—is deeply embed-
ded in the record of our history and the language of everyday life. The Declaration
of Independence lists liberty among mankind’s inalienable rights; the Constitution
announces its purpose as securing liberty’s blessings. The United States fought the
Civil War to bring about a new birth of freedom, World War II for the Four Free-
doms, and the Cold War to defend the Free World. Americans’ love of liberty has
been represented by liberty poles, liberty caps, and statues of liberty, and acted out
by burning stamps and burning draft cards, by running away from slavery, and by
demonstrating for the right to vote. “Every man in the street, white, black, red, or
yellow,” wrote the educator and statesman Ralph Bunche in 1940, “knows that this
is ‘the land of the free’ . .. ‘the cradle of liberty.”

The very universality of the idea of freedom, however, can be misleading. Free-
dom is not a fixed, timeless category with a single unchanging definition. Indeed,
the history of the United States is, in part, a story of debates, disagreements, and
struggles over freedom. Crises like the American Revolution, the Civil War, and the
Cold War have permanently transformed the idea of freedom. So too have demands
by various groups of Americans to enjoy greater freedom. The meaning of freedom
has been constructed not only in congressional debates and political treatises, but
on plantations and picket lines, in parlors and even bedrooms.

Over the course of our history, American freedom has been both a reality and a
mythic ideal—a living truth for millions of Americans, a cruel mockery for others.
For some, freedom has been what some scholars call a “habit of the heart,” an ideal
so taken for granted that it is lived out but rarely analyzed. For others, freedom is
not a birthright but a distant goal that has inspired great sacrifice.

Give Me Liberty! draws attention to three dimensions of freedom that have been
critical in American history: (1) the meanings of freedom; (2) the social conditions that
make freedom possible; and (3) the boundaries of freedom that determine who is en-
titled to enjoy freedom and who is not. All have changed over time.

In the era of the American Revolution, for example, freedom was primarily a set
of rights enjoyed in public activity—the right of a community to be governed by laws
to which its representatives had consented and of individuals to engage in religious
worship without governmental interference. In the nineteenth century, freedom
came to be closely identified with each person’s opportunity to develop to the fullest
his or her innate talents. In the twentieth, the “ability to choose,” in both public and
private life, became perhaps the dominant understanding of freedom. This devel-
opment was encouraged by the explosive growth of the consumer marketplace
(a development that receives considerable attention in Give Me Liberty!), which offered
Americans an unprecedented array of goods with which to satisfy their needs and
desires. During the 1960s, a crucial chapter in the history of American freedom, the
idea of personal freedom was extended into virtually every realm, from attire and
“lifestyle” to relations between the sexes. Thus, over time, more and more areas of life
have been drawn into Americans’ debates about the meaning of freedom.
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A second important dimension of freedom focuses on the social conditions
necessary to allow freedom to flourish. What kinds of economic institutions and
relationships best encourage individual freedom? In the colonial era and for more
than a century after independence, the answer centered on economic autonomy, en-
shrined in the glorification of the independent small producer—the farmer, skilled
craftsman, or shopkeeper—who did not have to depend on another person for his
livelihood. As the industrial economy matured, new conceptions of economic free-
dom came to the fore: “liberty of contract” in the Gilded Age, “industrial freedom” (a
say in corporate decision-making) in the Progressive era, economic security during
the New Deal, and, more recently, the ability to enjoy mass consumption within a
market economy.

The boundaries of freedom, the third dimension of this theme, have inspired
some of the most intense struggles in American history. Although founded on the
premise that liberty is an entitlement of all humanity, the United States for much of
its history deprived many of its own people of freedom. Non-whites have rarely en-
joyed the same access to freedom as white Americans. The belief in equal opportu-
nity as the birthright of all Americans has coexisted with persistent efforts to limit
freedom by race, gender, and class and in other ways.

Less obvious, perhaps, is the fact that one person’s freedom has frequently been
linked to another’s servitude. In the colonial era and nineteenth century, expanding
freedom for many Americans rested on the lack of freedom—slavery, indentured
servitude, the subordinate position of women—for others. By the same token, it has
been through battles at the boundaries—the efforts of racial minorities, women, and
others to secure greater freedom—that the meaning and experience of freedom have
been deepened and the concept extended into new realms.

Time and again in American history, freedom has been transformed by the de-
mands of excluded groups for inclusion. The idea of freedom as a universal birth-
right owes much both to abolitionists who sought to extend the blessings of liberty
to blacks and to immigrant groups who insisted on full recognition as American
citizens. The principle of equal protection of the law without regard to race, which
became a central element of American freedom, arose from the antislavery struggle
and the Civil War and was reinvigorated by the civil rights revolution of the 1960s,
which called itself the “freedom movement.” The battle for the right of free speech by
labor radicals and birth-control advocates in the first part of the twentieth century
helped to make civil liberties an essential element of freedom for all Americans.

Although concentrating on events within the United States, Give Me Liberty!
also situates American history in the context of developments in other parts of the
world. Many of the forces that shaped American history, including the interna-
tional migration of peoples, the development of slavery, the spread of democracy,
and the expansion of capitalism, were worldwide processes not confined to the Unit-
ed States. Today, American ideas, culture, and economic and military power exert
unprecedented influence throughout the world. But beginning with the earliest

days of settlement, when European empires competed to colonize North America
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and enrich themselves from its trade, American history cannot be understood in
isolation from its global setting.

Freedom is the oldest of clichés and the most modern of aspirations. At various
times in our history, it has served as the rallying cry of the powerless and as a jus-
tification of the status quo. Freedom helps to bind our culture together and exposes
the contradictions between what America claims to be and what it sometimes has
been. American history is not a narrative of continual progress toward greater and
greater freedom. As the abolitionist Thomas Wentworth Higginson noted after the
Civil War, “revolutions may go backward.” Though freedom can be achieved, it may
also be taken away. This happened, for example, when the equal rights granted to
former slaves immediately after the Civil War were essentially nullified during the
era of segregation. As was said in the eighteenth century, the price of freedom is
eternal vigilance.

In the early twenty-first century, freedom continues to play a central role in
American political and social life and thought. It is invoked by individuals and
groups of all kinds, from critics of economic globalization to those who seek to se-
cure American freedom at home and export it abroad. I hope that Give Me Liberty!
will offer beginning students a clear account of the course of American history,
and of its central theme, freedom, which today remains as varied, contentious, and
ever-changing as America itself. And I hope that it also enables students to under-
stand the connections between past and current events, the historical context and
antecedents of the social, political, cultural, and economic issues that the American

people confront today.
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gml6ap_ch00_FM_i-Ixxxii,1.indd 41 14/10/19 8:46 PM



AGKNOWLEDGMENTS

All works of history are, to a considerable extent, collaborative books, in that every
writer builds on the research and writing of previous scholars. This is especially
true of a textbook that covers the entire American experience, over more than five
centuries. My greatest debt is to the innumerable historians on whose work I have
drawn in preparing this volume. More specifically, however, I wish to thank the fol-
lowing scholars, who offered valuable comments, criticisms, and suggestions after

generously reading portions of this work, or using it in their classes.

Wendy Butler, Westover School

Nathan Button, Thompson High School

Denny Conklin, Arlington High School

Linda Goldsworthy, Rhinelander High School
Juliana Hardgrove, Glendora High School

Sherrie R. Johnson, Garrard County High School
Christine Kruse, South High School Torrance
Lauren May, Oak Lawn Community High School
Astacia Payton Morocco, Harmony School of Advancement High School
Robert Naeher, Emma Willard School

Michael Ochs, Chaminade College Preparatory
John Pelikan, Prairie Ridge High School

Ryan Rosso, Saint Joseph Notre Dame High School
Michael Stevens, Pentucket Regional High School
Christine Williams, Atascadero High School
Michael Williams, Beaumont High School

Jennifer Hudson Allen, Brookhaven College

Joel Benson, Northwest Missouri State University

Lori Bramson, Clark College

Andrea Brinton-Sanches, Cedar Valley College

Monica L. Butler, Motlow State Community College
Tonia Compton, Columbia College

Adam Costanzo, Texas A&M University

Carl Creasman Jr., Valencia College

Ashley Cruseturner, McLennan Community College
Richard Driver, Northwest Vista College

Laura Dunn, Eastern Florida State College

Kathleen DuVal, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
Blake Ellis, Lone Star College—CyFair

Carla Falkner, Northeast Mississippi Community College
Robert Glen Findley, Odessa College

xlii | Acknowledgments

gml6ap_ch00_FM_i-Ixxxii,1.indd 42

14/10/19 8:46 PM



gml6ap_ch00_FM_i-Ixxxii,1.indd 43

Amy L. Fluker, University of Mississippi

Van Forsyth, Clark College

Yvonne Frear, San Jacinto College

Beverly Gage, Yale University

Michael A. Gonzalez, E1 Paso Community College
Aram Goudsouzian, University of Memphis

Michael Harkins, Harper College

Peter D. Haro, San Diego City College

Sandra Harvey, Lone Star College—CyFair

Robert Hines, Palo Alto College

Traci Hodgson, Chemeketa Community College
Tamora Hoskisson, Salt Lake Community College
William Jackson, Salt Lake Community College
Alfred H. Jones, State College of Florida

Junko Isono Kato, Waseda University

David Kiracofe, Tidewater Community College
Jeremy Lehman, McLennan Community College

Brad Lookingbill, Columbia College

Jennifer Macias, Salt Lake Community College

Scott P. Marler, University of Memphis

Thomas Massey, Cape Fear Community College
Derek Maxfield, Genesee Community College

Lisa McGirr, Harvard University

Marianne McKnight, Salt Lake Community College
Jonson Miller, Drexel University

Ted Moore, Salt Lake Community College

Laura Murphy, Dutchess Community College

Nathan Perl-Rosenthal, University of Southern California
Christopher Phelps, University of Nottingham

Robert Pierce, Foothills College

Ernst Pinjing, Minot State University

Harvey N. Plaunt, E1 Paso Community College

Steve Porter, University of Cincinnati

John Putman, San Diego State University

R. Lynn Rainard, Tidewater Community College, Chesapeake Campus
Janet Rankin, Sierra College

Nicole Ribianszky, Georgia Gwinnett College

Nancy Marie Robertson, Indiana University—Purdue University Indianapolis
Anderson Rouse, University of North Carolina, Greensbhoro
Horacio Salinas Jr., Laredo Community College

John Shaw, Portland Community College

Christina Snyder, Pennsylvania State University
Wendy Soltz, Purdue University Fort Wayne

Danielle Swiontek, Santa Barbara Community College

Acknowledgments | xliii

14/10/19 8:46 PM



Chris Tingle, Northwest Mississippi Community College
Richard M. Trimble, Ocean County College

Alan Vangroll, Central Texas College

Karine Walther, Georgetown University

Eddie Weller, San Jacinto College

Ashli White, Miami University

Andrew Wiese, San Diego State University

Matthew Zembo, Hudson Valley Community College

I am particularly grateful to my colleagues in the Columbia University
Department of History: Pablo Piccato, for his advice on Latin American history;
Evan Haefeli and Ellen Baker, who read and made many suggestions for improve-
ments in their areas of expertise (colonial America and the history of the West,
respectively); and Sarah Phillips, who offered advice on treating the history of the
environment.

I am also deeply indebted to the graduate students at Columbia University’s
Department of History who helped with this project. For this edition, Michael
“Mookie” Kideckel offered invaluable assistance in gathering material related to
borderlands and Western history for the Fifth Edition and on citizenship and iden-
tity for the current one. For previous editions, Theresa Ventura assisted in locating
material for new sections placing American history in a global context, April Holm
did the same for new coverage of the history of American religion and debates over
religious freedom, James Delbourgo conducted research for the chapters on the co-
lonial era, and Beverly Gage did the same for the twentieth century. In addition,
Daniel Freund provided all-around research assistance. Victoria Cain did a superb
job of locating images. I also want to thank my colleagues Elizabeth Blackmar and
the late Alan Brinkley for offering advice and encouragement throughout the writ-
ing of this book. I am also grateful to the numerous students who, while using the
textbook, pointed out to me errors or omissions that I have corrected.

Many thanks to Joshua Brown, director of the American Social History Project,
whose website, History Matters, lists innumerable online resources for the study
of American history. Thanks also to the instructors who helped build our robust
digital resource and ancillary package. InQuizitive for History was revised by Cor-
nelia Lambert (University of North Georgia), Jodie Steeley (Fresno City College), Jen
Murray (Oklahoma State University), and Joel Tannenbaum (Community College of
Philadelphia). The Coursepack Quizzes and Instructor’s Manual were thoroughly
updated by Jason Newman (Cosumnes River College). Allison Faber (Texas A&M
University) revised the Lecture PowerPoint slides. And our Test Bank was revised
to include new questions authored by Robert O’Brien (Lone Star College-CyFair),
Emily Pecora, and Carolina Zumaglini, with accuracy checking help from Matt
Zembo (Hudson Valley Community College) and Jim Dudlo (Brookhaven College).

At W. W. Norton & Company, Steve Forman was an ideal editor—patient, en-
couraging, and always ready to offer sage advice. I would also like to thank Steve’s
assistant editor Lily Gellman for her indispensable and always cheerful help on

xliv | Acknowledgments

gml6ap_ch00_FM_i-Ixxxii,1.indd 44 14/10/19 8:46 PM



gml6ap_ch00_FM_i-Ixxxii,1.indd 45

all aspects of the project; Ellen Lohman and Mary Kanable for their careful copy-
editing and proofreading work; Stephanie Romeo and Donna Ranieri for their re-
sourceful attention to the illustrations program; Leah Clark, Ted Szczepanski, and
Debra Morton-Hoyt for splendid work on the covers for the Sixth Edition; Jennifer
Barnhardt for keeping the many threads of the project aligned and then tying them
together; Sean Mintus for his efficiency and care in book production; Carson Russell
for orchestrating the rich media package that accompanies the textbook and his
colleagues Sarah Rose Aquilina and Alexandra Malakhoff; Sarah England Bartley,
Steve Dunn, and Mike Wright for their alert reads of the U.S. survey market and
their hard work in helping establish Give Me Liberty! within it; and Drake McFeely,
Roby Harrington, and Julia Reidhead for maintaining Norton as an independent,
employee-owned publisher dedicated to excellence in its work.

Many students may have heard stories of how publishing companies alter
the language and content of textbooks in an attempt to maximize sales and avoid
alienating any potential reader. In this case, I can honestly say that W. W. Norton
allowed me a free hand in writing the book and, apart from the usual editorial cor-
rections, did not try to influence its content at all. For this I thank them, while I ac-
cept full responsibility for the interpretations presented and for any errors the book
may contain. Since no book of this length can be entirely free of mistakes, I welcome
readers to send me corrections at ef17@columbia.edu.

My greatest debt, as always, is to my family—my wife, Lynn Garafola, for her
good-natured support while I was preoccupied by a project that consumed more
than its fair share of my time and energy, and my daughter, Daria, who while a
ninth and tenth grader read every chapter of the First Edition as it was written, for
a modest payment, and offered invaluable suggestions about improving the book’s
clarity, logic, and grammar.

Eric Foner
New York City
March 2019

Acknowledgments | xlv

14/10/19 8:46 PM



GIVEME LIBERTY!DIGITAL RESOURCES FOR
STUDENTS AND INSTRUCTORS

& INQUIZITIVE W. W. Nor?on offers a I‘Ob}lSt digital pgckage tq sup-
il et TR P LA — port teaching and lealjnmg with Give Me Liberty!
s il These resources are designed to make students more
usingn oo effective textbook readers, while at the same time de-

B Page114

By the mid-eighteenth century, the different regions of the FETrR— Veloping their Critical thinking and hiStOI‘y Skﬂls
British colonies had developed distinct economic and social
orders. Identify the economic and social orders of each of the 0
regions.
RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS
T All resources are available through digital
s o . . .
i o i wwnorton.com/givemeliberty6ap with the access
farmers that produced grain for theirown 1
o ey card at the fI‘Ol’lt Of this text.

slave plantations that produced tobacco *

NORTON INQUIZITIVE

InQuizitive is Norton’s award-winning adaptive
learning tool that personalizes the learning expe-
rience for students and helps them master—and

small family farms that preduced foed for i
lecal consumption

. retain—key learning objectives. Through a variety
Correct . . .
_ of question types, answer-specific feedback, and gamelike elements such as the
In the older portions of the Middle @ 111 3 3 1 3

D i e ability to wager points, students are motivated to keep working until they have
Pennsylvania, farmers were more oriented mastered the concepts. Students then come to class better prepared, allowing for
to commerce than on the frontier, growing grain . . . . P

both for their own use and for sale abroad and more time for meaningful discussions and activities.

supplementing the work of family members by
employing wage laborers and sometimes slaves.

HISTORY SKILLS TUTORIALS

Mgy ilng otk routvam kil e Itims: The History Skills Tutorials are interactive, online modules that provide students a
@ framework for analyzing primary source documents, images, and maps. New to the

Sixth Edition is a fourth tutorial, Analyzing Secondary Sources. All tutorials begin

with author videos modeling the analysis process followed by interactive assess-

ments that challenge students to apply what they have learned.

What information is depicted in the map?

international borders

persons

employment data
election data

These maps illustrate the states’ foreign-born populations and the twenty metropolitan areas

Q 6 @ with the most immigrants in 1900 and 2010. As you can see in the table below, the total
° number of foreign-born persons grew exponentially from the mid-twentieth century to the
il " early twenty-first century.

wian g M don't simply el
4 e “ans o e | Instead, " . v e rh of
N i AR A oy rved clucr i '"'*i';m“:":pl:wf‘f;;f‘k TABLE 27.1 Immigration to the United States, 1961-2010

inthe past jcal maps, as well a5
maps.

WESTERN
DECADE TOTAL EUROPE ASIA HEMISPHERE OTHER AREAS
1961-1970 3,321,584 1,123,492 427,642 1,716,374 54,076
1971-1980 4,493,302 800,368 1,588,178 1,982,735 122,021
1981-1990 7,336,940 761,550 2,738,157 3,615,225 222,008
1991-2000 9,042,999 1,369,737 2,795,672 4,486,806 400,784
2001-2010 14,974,975 1,165,176 4,088,455 8,582,601 1,138,743

50, haw do historians approach maps? What hen A map all
a historian {a b e features,
the evidence

.
provided

gml6ap_ch00_FM_i-Ixxxii,1.indd 46 14/10/19 8:46 PM



AUTHOR VIDEOS

In addition to the hundreds of author videos available through the
ebook, the Student Site, and InQuizitive, a new collection of videos
featuring Eric Foner gives students an in-depth look into the “Who
Is an American?” book feature, and the issues of inclusion and ex-
clusion as they have played out in American history. All videos are
available with transcripts and closed captioning.

STUDENT SITE

The online Student Site offers additional resources for students to
use outside of class. Resources include author videos in which Eric
Foner explains the essential developments of each chapter, interac-
tive iMaps study tools, and a comprehensive Online Reader with
hundreds of additional primary sources, both textual and visual.

EBOOK

Norton Ebooks are an incredible value and give students and in-
structors an enhanced reading experience. Students are able to have
an active reading experience and can take notes, bookmark, search,
highlight, and read offline. Instructors can add notes for students to
see as they read their text. Schools can opt for a digital-only purchase
or package ebook access with print textbooks at a discounted price.

RESOURCES FOR INSTRUGTORS

All resources are available through wwnorton.com/instructors.

AP® TEST BANK

This fully revised Test Bank offers all of the question types students
will encounter on the AP® exam: Prompt-Based Multiple-Choice
Questions, linked to specific Key Concepts, Learning Objectives,
and Historical Thinking Skills; Short-Answer Questions; Long
Essay Questions; and seven Document-Based Questions (DBQs).
Seven new complete AP® practice exams are included for Periods
3-8. This Test Bank also features over 1,300 traditional multiple-
choice questions, as well as true/false, matching, short-answer, and
essay questions to test content knowledge.

AP® COURSE PLANNING AND PACING GUIDE

The guide provides specific lessons, activities, and assessments for
each of the nine periods in the AP® course. Each lesson is linked to
specific Key Concepts, Learning Objectives, and Historical Think-
ing Skills and Reasoning Processes. This CPPG also offers teaching
tips and guidance on teaching particularly challenging topics.

CORRELATION CHART

Our Correlation Chart aligns the content of Give Me Liberty! to the
Key Concepts and Learning Objectives of the AP® Curriculum
Framework.

LECTURE AND ART POWERPOINT SLIDES

How did equality become a sironger component of American freedom afer the Revolution?

DEMOCRATIZING FREEDOM
EE The Dream of Equality

The American Revolution took place at three levels simultaneously. It was a struggle for national
independence, a phase in a century-long global battle among European empires, and a conflict
over what kind of nation an independent America should be.
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Coursepack files; all activities can be accessed right within your existing learning management system, and many com-
ponents are customizable. Resources include InQuizitive, History Skills Tutorials, chapter outlines, review quizzes,
flashcards, all of the resources from the Student Site, and more.

gml6ap_ch00_FM_i-Ixxxii,1.indd 47 14/10/19 8:46 PM



gml6ap_ch00_FM_i-Ixxxii,1.indd 48 14/10/19 8:46 PM



AP® U.S. HISTORY SKILLS HANDBOOK

An Introduction

Lee Benjamins, Ph.D.

Professor of History

San Facinto College, Houston, Texas

People often say that studying history can be tedious. Far too many students take
history courses that include memorizing disconnected lists of facts, dates, and long-
dead people. If this has been your experience, history itself is not to blame. Nor is
it your fault for “not liking history.” Teachers have a responsibility to help students
learn to see deep, complex, and interesting connections between the past and the
present. At the heart of true historical study are the “habits of mind” that bring his-
tory to life. This introduction aims to provide you with the tools necessary to develop
the habits of mind needed to be successful on your AP® U.S. History exam, as well
as to improve your critical reading, writing, and thinking skills—all of which will
be useful in your future endeavors, whether college or career.

For many years, students and teachers in AP® history courses groused about
the fact that each of the various exams (U.S. History, European History, and World
History) had different formats and measured different skills. Within the past
decade, the College Board® has worked to streamline the exams, and at this point,
all AP® history exams generally follow the same format and measure the same
skills. This handbook will use examples and illustrations from U. S. history and,
where applicable, from sections found in this textbook, Give Me Liberty! by Professor
Eric Foner of Columbia University. However, you can and should use these meth-
odsin all your AP® history courses—and in other subjects, too.

The AP® U.S. History curriculum introduces you to the thinking skills and
reasoning processes used by historians when talking and writing about the past.
These skills and processes were designed by committees of college faculty and
expert AP® teachers to ensure that the AP® course reflects and measures college-
level expectations for historical study. Data collected from a range of colleges and
universities ensures that the AP® courses and exams represent current scholarship
and developments in the discipline of history.

Give Me Liberty! provides you with opportunities to learn the six historical
thinking skills identified by the experts:

development and processes
. sourcing and situation
source claims and evidence
. contextualization

making connections

oYL N

. argumentation

Skills one through five will be evaluated on both the multiple-choice questions
and free-response questions (document-based and long essay questions). However,

AP® U.S. History Skills Handbook | xlix
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the last skill, argumentation, will be assessed only through the free-response
questions.

You will also learn the three historical reasoning processes by using this text-
book for your AP® course:

1. comparison
2. causation
3. continuity and change

As with any activity, whether playing an instrument or perfecting a free throw or
learning a new language, habits of mind must be practiced. However, once you mas-
ter them, they will help you become a better critical reader, thinker, and writer—
and, by extension, a more effective student, worker, and citizen.

This introductory handbook also addresses critical reading strategies that will
help your study of history. You already know how to read, but can you do so criti-
cally? Do you know how to take notes efficiently as part of your critical reading pro-
cess? The first section of this handbook addresses some techniques that will help
improve your reading and note-taking skills.

Critical Reading Strategies for AP® History

When you pick up a novel to read by the pool or before bed, it’s likely you're reading
passively and for pleasure. You aren’t necessarily concentrating for deeper meaning
or understanding; your mind may even wander as you read. There might be sec-
tions that you find boring and skip altogether. When reading a textbook, a histori-
cal monograph, or a primary document, you cannot read passively. You must read
actively for understanding and meaning. The following strategies are skills to help
you read more quickly and effectively for comprehension.

Unlike other forms of reading, critical reading requires that you complete mul-
tiple passes through the text so that you can get the most out of the material. Don’t
worry. These are not the word-for-word readings you might expect. Instead, you do
a preliminary scan to familiarize yourself with the overall structure of the book, a
skim of the chapter to get the big picture, a deep dive reading for understanding and
learning, and finally, a reflective review to condense your knowledge by summariz-
ing. Fully engaged active reading will involve note-taking to reinforce learning.

“READING” #1—KNOW YOUR TEXTBOOK (No need to take notes.)
Special Note: You need to do this initial reading only the first time you encounter
your textbook.

1. Examine the title page:
« Who are the authors and what are their qualifications?
+ Whoisthe publisher and when was the text published? What does that tell
you about the book?

1 | AP® U.S. History Skills Handbook
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2. Examine the preface or introduction:
« What is the purpose of the preface?
+ Do the authors introduce any unusual features of your book in the preface
and prepare you to be on the lookout for them?
3. Examine the table of contents:
« What does the table of contents tell you about the history covered?
+ How is this texthook organized? What are the main divisions?
4. Examine the index, glossary, and any other material at the back of the book:
« What sort of topics should be looked up in the index instead of in the table
of contents?
+ Istherea glossary in your textbook? Are pronunciation symbols provided
to help you pronounce the words?
+ Isthere an appendix in your book? Why isn’t this information included in
the body of the book?
5. Examine the study questions, guides, and other learning aids:
+ Are the study aids in the form of questions, exercises, or activities? Where
are they located throughout the chapter?
« If the text uses questions, do they merely require finding the answers, or
must you perform some critical thinking to arrive at answers?
« Does the text provide suggestions for other readings or materials designed
to help you understand the chapter?
6. Examine the chapter headings, sectional headings, margin guides, and
graphics features:
« How do the chapter headings and the section headings help you structure
your thinking?
+ How do headings and different type fonts help you when skimming a
chapter for specific information?
« How can you use topic sentences, photo captions, other artwork (maps,
charts, diagrams, tables), and summaries to extend and organize your
reading?

“READING” #2—SURVEY THE CHAPTER (No need to take notes.)
Before your in-depth reading of each textbook chapter, it is helpful to spend a few
minutes surveying the material. This survey is similar to knowing the overall plot
of a movie before watching it. During the second reading stage, you are merely get-
ting primed. Skim through the chapter and see how the headings and subheadings
are organized. Read any chapter summaries. Briefly survey the chapter introduc-
tion by reading the topic sentences in each paragraph.

Asyou complete this quick survey, you will want to ask the following questions:

« What is the overall theme for this chapter?

«  What historical period is covered?
AP® U.S. History Skills Handbook | li
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«  What significant changes take place in the period covered by this chapter?
« Can you make any connections or comparisons of items in the text to your
prior knowledge or a preceding chapter?

The point of this step is to get the big picture the chapter is trying to impart
and to understand the overall view before you take a deep dive into the material. At
this point, you haven’t written any notes and likely have spent around five minutes
in your survey of the material. Nevertheless, you have a good preview of what you
will be reading and have saved yourself time since you will complete the next step
more efficiently.

“READING” #3—“DEEP DIVE” READING FOR UNDERSTANDING (Take notes.)

As your instructor will tell you, reading the assigned material before a class lecture
or lesson is crucial to understanding the material presented in class. As you do this,
remember that you must read actively and maintain focus. The best way to stay
focused is to take notes, but first you must understand what you have read. A brief
online search regarding active reading strategies will result in tips touting tech-
niques with five, six, or even ten steps to improve your active reading. But nearly all
of those resources share four main components:

1. asking questions while you read

2. identifying or defining any unfamiliar words
3. taking well-organized notes

4. writing a summary of the material

The actions do not always need to take place in this order. Over time, they will
develop into a habit—a “habit of mind”—that will come naturally. These four actions
are the most significant strategies for successful active reading.

Ask Questions
Continually asking questions is at the heart of historical thinking, as well as critical
reading. One technique is that as you're reading a textbook, try changing all the titles,
subtitles, and section and paragraph headings into questions. See page 6 of the text-
book, for example. The section heading “The First Americans” might become “Who
Were the First Americans?” Or, you could employ the five “W” questions to attack the
reading: Who is the chapter/section about? What does the chapter/section say about
this person or group? Where did the actions involving this person/group take place?
When did these actions take place? (Don’t forget that this is history; dates matter.) Why
did the events take place? Why are these events significant? Why should we care?
No one set of questions is right for everyone, so you might try both of these sug-
gested questioning techniques to determine what works best for you. Over time, you
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may develop your own set of questions based on the type of textbook or subject that
you're studying.

Identify Unfamiliar Words

Comprehending what you are reading begins by fully understanding the words
found in the text. As you read, are there any words you don’t understand? If so, it is
imperative that you clarify or define those words so that you can more clearly un-
derstand the passage or section.

Typically, the first step readers take is to try and understand the word based
on the context (how the term is used in a sentence, paragraph, or section). Does the
word become clearer as you reread the words preceding it or as you read further
into the text? While context clues are frequently a solid way to decipher meaning,
looking words up in a dictionary, glossary, or other source is an important tech-
nique used by active readers. Adding new terms to your notes can expand your his-
tory vocabulary and enrich your essay writing.

If you encounter a confusing or hard passage, defining any unfamiliar terms will
typically ease the confusion. However, there are times when even if you do know the
terms, you may find that you still don’t completely understand. The final step to fully
identify what you're reading is often to slowly reread a sentence, paragraph, or section—
even aloud. Varying your reading rate and slowing down for tough passages is often
necessary for understanding. Slow down enough to enable yourself to untangle tough
sections and get an accurate idea of the essential concepts in the passage.

Take Notes
As you complete the “deep dive” reading for understanding, you will want to take
notes. Reading the text alone is not adequate. Good note-taking is a key component
of learning the material and remembering the most important points. Note-taking
may seem like a simple task, yet students often experience difficulties with it. The
first thing you should remember is that highlighting is not the same as note-taking
(especially if you find yourself highlighting nearly everything!). Actively writing
out your ideas will help reinforce learning, but you should take notes only after
you comprehend the passage. Ask questions, identify words and concepts, and
summarize the material as you read each chapter, then use an outline to guide your
note-taking. The easiest outline is one based on the textbook chapter headings, sub-
headings, and subsections. Using your outline, go back through the text and take
notes of the items that signify the main ideas and supporting details of that section.
Another difficulty that students often face is taking too many notes. If your
notes include most of the text in the book, there’s a good chance you aren’t differen-
tiating between the author’s main points and the material used to tie these points
together. So, be concise. Create a set of abbreviations for frequent words or use sym-
bols. Possible examples might include a triangle or delta sign (A) to indicate change,

AP® U.S. History Skills Handbook | liii

gml6ap_ch00_FM_i-Ixxxii,1.indd 53 14/10/19 8:46 PM



gml6ap_ch00_FM_i-Ixxxii,1.indd 54

a down arrow ({) to indicate a decline, or a dollar sign ($) to indicate money, and
so on. The key thing is that you don’t need to write everything; the main idea and
one or two examples will suffice. As an early part of your note-taking, you might
consider marking comments in the margins of the book if you own it. If you don’t,
write your comments on sticky notes and place them in the margins. Once you have
completed this, add those comments and a summary to your notes for that section.

Write a Summary

When you write a summary, you should precisely and briefly account for the most
significant parts of a text. If you can write an effective overview, it is a decent sign
that you read the text carefully and comprehended its major arguments and sup-
porting points. Your summary should explain the main idea of each chapter and
answer each of the questions that you originally posed. For most people, this is the
final step of the note-taking process. For your purposes, a summary does not need to
be too long; between thirty-five and fifty words should be sufficient.

Practice
See Chapter 1 to practice. Complete “Readings” #2 and #3, take a set of notes, and
then write a summary for the chapter.

AP® Historical Reasoning Processes

Once you have learned historical content through a careful reading of your textbook
and supporting documents, you will use historical reasoning to investigate, inter-
pret, and evaluate these past events. Three historical reasoning processes identified
by the College Board® will help you think like a historian as you develop arguments
that you can support in your written work.

REASONING PROCESS 1: COMPARISON
Reasoning Process 1 is comparison. Students will be expected to demonstrate this

by completing the following:!

« Describe similarities and/or differences between different historical develop-
ments or processes.

« Explain relevant similarities and/or differences between specific historical
developments and processes.

« Explain the relative historical significance of similarities and/or differences
between different historical developments or processes.

1“AP History Disciplinary Practices and Reasoning Skills,” AP Central, The College Board,
2019, apcentral.collegeboard.org.
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One way you can examine historical events/processes and their significance is
through comparison. Comparisons (sometimes called compare and contrast) help
historians understand how one development in the past was similar to or different
from another development. Through this reasoning process, historians determine
what was unique about particular historical events.

For example, through comparative study, scholars of U.S. history have deter-
mined that the postwar periods following World War I and II shared some funda-
mental similarities. First, both the 1920s and 1950s experienced periods of economic
boom. Second, they both experienced a “Red Scare” as fear of communism grew
throughout the country. And finally, in both decades the youth of the nation experi-
enced a cultural shift tied to popular music that had its basis in African-American
traditions. (See Chapters 20 and 21 for the post-World War I period and Chapters 23
and 24 for the 1950s.)

While the initial comparisons hold true, the two postwar periods played out
very differently. The economic boom of the 1920s was short-lived and followed by
a significant downturn in the Great Depression. However, post-World War II pros-
perity lasted much longer and positioned the United States as the leading world
economy for generations to come. Through the reasoning process of comparison, we
come to understand the factors that made these two decades in U.S. history similar,
as well as the ways that they remained unique.

To develop this reasoning process, try comparing two similar groups and deter-
mine how war affected them. For example, how were the experiences of women dur-
ing the American Revolution and the Civil War similar or different? As many men
went to fight, what responsibilities changed for the women who remained at home?
What about the women who went along with the armies to support the troops?
What changed in American society as a result of women’s contributions during
wartime—in other words, how would you compare the historical significance of
women’s roles during these two periods of history?

In the end, be sure that the items you are comparing are similar enough to pro-
vide some resulting information. If the issues are too different, the comparison will
not make sense. The essay section of the AP® exam includes prompts that may
require you to analyze history using comparisons. In these essays, it is important
to remember to show both similarities and differences and then assess their relative

significance.

Practice
To practice, read about “The Great Awakening” on pages 153-155 and “The Sec-
ond Great Awakening” on pages 342-343. How are these two religious reviv-
als alike? Why are they similar? Based on your comparison of these events,
what key features are different? How would you assess their relative impacts on
history?
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