
Affordable solutions, 
added value 

 

Make technology work for you with  

LMS integration for single sign-on access, 

mobile access to the digital textbook, 

and reports to quickly show you how 

each of your students is doing. And with 

our Inclusive Access program you can 

provide all these tools at a discount to 

your students. Ask your McGraw Hill 

representative for more information.

65%
Less Time
Grading

Laptop: McGraw Hill; Woman/dog: George Doyle/Getty Images

Checkmark: Jobalou/Getty ImagesPadlock: Jobalou/Getty Images

Instructors: Student Success Starts with You

Tools to enhance your unique voice

Want to build your own course? No problem. Prefer to use our turnkey, 
prebuilt course? Easy. Want to make changes throughout the semester? 
Sure. And you’ll save time with Connect’s auto-grading too.

Solutions for  
your challenges

 

A product isn’t a solution. Real 

solutions are affordable, reliable, 

and come with training and 

ongoing support when you need 

it and how you want it. Visit www.

supportateverystep.com for videos 

and resources both you and your 

students can use throughout the 

semester.

Study made personal

Incorporate adaptive study resources like  

SmartBook® 2.0 into your course and help your  

students be better prepared in less time. Learn  

more about the powerful personalized learning 

experience available in SmartBook 2.0 at  

www.mheducation.com/highered/connect/smartbook

har42501_fm_i-xxx_1.indd   1 10/5/20   10:19 AM



Effective tools for efficient studying

Connect is designed to make you more productive with simple, flexible, intuitive tools that maximize 

your study time and meet your individual learning needs. Get learning that works for you with Connect.

Top: Jenner Images/Getty Images, Left: Hero Images/Getty Images, Right: Hero Images/Getty Images

Calendar: owattaphotos/Getty Images

Students: Get Learning that Fits You

Learning for everyone 

McGraw Hill works directly with Accessibility Services 

Departments and faculty to meet the learning needs 

of all students. Please contact your Accessibility 

Services Office and ask them to email  

accessibility@mheducation.com, or visit  

www.mheducation.com/about/accessibility  

for more information.

“I really liked this 
app—it made it easy 
to study when you 
don't have your text-
book in front of you.”

- Jordan Cunningham,  

  Eastern Washington University

Study anytime, anywhere

Download the free ReadAnywhere app and access your 

online eBook or SmartBook 2.0 assignments when it’s 

convenient, even if you’re offline. And since the app 

automatically syncs with your eBook and SmartBook 2.0 

assignments in Connect, all of your work is available 

every time you open it. Find out more at  

www.mheducation.com/readanywhere 

Everything you need in one place 

Your Connect course has everything you need—whether reading on  

your digital eBook or completing assignments for class, Connect makes 

it easy to get your work done.

har42501_fm_i-xxx_1.indd   2 10/5/20   10:19 AM



BRIGID CALLAHAN HARRISON

Montclair State University

JEAN WAHL HARRIS

University of Scranton

MICHELLE D. DEARDORFF

University of Tennessee at Chattanooga

S E V E N T H  E D I T I O N

AMERICAN 
DEMOCRACY 

NOW

har42501_fm_i-xxx_1.indd   3 10/5/20   10:20 AM



AMERICAN DEMOCRACY NOW: SEVENTH EDITION

Published by McGraw Hill LLC, 1325 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10121. Copyright © 2022 by 

McGraw Hill Education. All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America. Previous editions © 2019, 

2017, and 2015. No part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, or 

stored in a database or retrieval system, without the prior written consent of McGraw Hill LLC, including, but 

not limited to, in any network or other electronic storage or transmission, or broadcast for distance learning.

Some ancillaries, including electronic and print components, may not be available to customers outside the 

United States.

This book is printed on acid-free paper.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 LWI 26 25 24 23 22 21

ISBN 978-1-260-24250-8 (bound edition)

MHID 1-260-24250-1 (bound edition)

ISBN 978-1-260-39574-7 (loose-leaf edition)

MHID 1-260-39574-x (loose-leaf edition)

Senior Portfolio Manager: Jason Seitz

Product Development Manager: Dawn Groundwater

Senior Product Developer: Sarah Colwell

Senior Marketing Manager: Michael Gedatus

Content Project Managers: Rick Hecker; George Theofanopolous

Buyer: Susan K. Culbertson

Designer: Beth Blech

Content Licensing Specialist: Carrie Burger

Cover Image: carterdayne/Getty Images

Compositor: Aptara
®

, Inc.

All credits appearing on page or at the end of the book are considered to be an extension of the copyright page.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Harrison, Brigid C., author. | Harris, Jean (Jean Wahl), 1960- author.  

 | Deardorff, Michelle D., author.

Title: American democracy now / Brigid Callahan Harrison, Montclair State 

 University, Jean Wahl Harris, University of Scranton, Michelle D.

 Deardorff, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.

Description: Seventh edition. | New York, NY : McGraw Hill Education,

 [2022] | Includes index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2020031867 | ISBN 9781260242508 (hardcover) | ISBN 9781260395747 (spiral bound)  

 | ISBN 9781260395723 (ebook) | ISBN 9781260395785 (ebook other)

Subjects: LCSH: Political participation—United States—Textbooks. | United  

 States—Politics and government—Textbooks.

Classification: LCC JK276 .A43 2022 | DDC 320.473—dc23  

 LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020031867

The Internet addresses listed in the text were accurate at the time of publication. The inclusion of a website does  

not indicate an endorsement by the authors or McGraw Hill Education, and McGraw Hill Education does not  

guarantee the accuracy of the information presented at these sites.

mheducation.com/highered

har42501_fm_i-xxx_1.indd   4 11/24/20   12:10 PM



C
o

nt
en

ts
B

ri
ef

®

®

®

®

	 CHAPTER 1 PEOPLE, POLITICS, AND PARTICIPATION	 2

	 CHAPTER 2 THE CONSTITUTION	 32

	  ��THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA	 65

	 CHAPTER 3 FEDERALISM	 90

	 CHAPTER 4 CIVIL LIBERTIES	 122

	 CHAPTER 5 CIVIL RIGHTS	 160

	 CHAPTER 6 POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION AND PUBLIC OPINION	 200

	 CHAPTER 7 INTEREST GROUPS	 228

	 CHAPTER 8 POLITICAL PARTIES	 260

	 CHAPTER 9 CAMPAIGNS, ELECTIONS, AND VOTING	 300

	 CHAPTER 10 THE MEDIA	 336

	 CHAPTER 11 POLITICS AND TECHNOLOGY	 358

	 CHAPTER 12 CONGRESS	 390

	 CHAPTER 13 THE PRESIDENCY	 426

	 CHAPTER 14 THE BUREAUCRACY	 464

	 CHAPTER 15 THE JUDICIARY	 498

	 CHAPTER 16 ECONOMIC POLICY	 532

	 CHAPTER 17 DOMESTIC POLICY	 564

	 CHAPTER 18 FOREIGN POLICY AND NATIONAL SECURITY	 596

	 CHAPTER 19 STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT	 2

	 APPENDIX A THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE	 A-1

	 APPENDIX B FEDERALIST NO. 10	 A-4

	 APPENDIX C FEDERALIST NO. 51	 A-8

har42501_fm_i-xxx_1.indd   5 10/5/20   10:20 AM



Contents

1 �PEOPLE, POLITICS, AND 

PARTICIPATION 2

y shd u stdy am dem now? Or, Why Should You Study 

American Democracy Now? 4

How Technology Has Changed Politics 4

The Political Context Now 5

Americans’ Efficacy 6

Civic Engagement: Acting on Your Views 7
■	 Thinking Critically: Facts Matter 8

What Government Does 9

Types of Government 10

The Origins of American Democracy 11

Democracy’s Origins in Popular Protest: The Influence 

of the Reformation and the Enlightenment 12

The Modern Political Philosophy of Hobbes 

and Locke 13

The Creation of the United States as an Experiment in 

Representative Democracy 13

Political Culture and American Values 14

Liberty 14

Equality 15

Capitalism 16

Consent of the Governed 16

Individual, Family, and Community 16

Ideology: A Prism for Viewing American Democracy 17

Liberalism 17

Conservatism 18
■	 Analyzing the Sources: A Nation Divided? 18

Other Ideologies on a Traditional Spectrum: 

Progressivism, Socialism and Libertarianism 19

Multidimensional Political Models 20

The Changing Face of American Democracy 20

A Population That Is Growing—and on the Move 21

An Aging Population 22

A Changing Complexion: Race and Ethnicity in 

the United States Today 23

Changing Households: American Families Today 25

Why the Changing Population Matters for Politics 

and Government 26

2 THE CONSTITUTION 32

What Is a Constitution? 34

The Creation of the United States of America 35

British Policies Incite Revolution in the Colonies 36

The Common Sense of Declaring Independence 38

The State Constitutions 39

The Articles of Confederation (1781–1788) 41

Crafting the Constitution of the United States 43

Areas of Consensus 43

Conflict and Compromise over Representation 46
■	 Thinking Critically: Should We Abolish the 

Electoral College? 47

Conflict and Compromise over Slavery 48

What About a Bill of Rights? 49

Congress Sends the Constitution to the States  

for Ratification 50
■	 Analyzing the Sources: Three Branches of 

Government: Are Their Powers Balanced? 51

The Ratification Battle: Federalists versus 

Anti-Federalists 54

Ratification: Constitution (1788) and Bill of  

Rights (1791) 56

The Constitution as a Living, Evolving Document 57

Formal Amendment of the Constitution 58

Interpretation by the U.S. Supreme Court 59

�THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 65

Part I
Foundations of American Democracy

vi	 Contents

har42501_fm_i-xxx_1.indd   6 10/5/20   10:20 AM



Part II
Fundamental Principles

	 Contents	 vii

3 FEDERALISM 90

An Overview of the U.S. Federal System 92

Unitary System 92

Confederal System 92

Federal System 93
■	 Analyzing the Sources: Thousands of 

Governments Serve U.S. Residents 94

What the Federal System Means for U.S. Citizens 95

Constitutional Distribution of Authority 96

Concurrent Powers 96

National Sovereignty 96

4 CIVIL LIBERTIES 122

Civil Liberties in the American Legal System 123

The Freedoms Protected in the American System 124

The Historical Basis for American Civil Liberties:  

The Bill of Rights 124
■	 Analyzing the Sources: Balancing the Tension 

Between Liberty and Security 125

Incorporation of the Bill of Rights to Apply 

to the States 126

Freedoms in Practice: Controversy over the Second 

Amendment and the Right to Bear Arms 128

Changing Interpretations of the Second 

Amendment 128
■	 Thinking Critically: Should the United States 

Have Stricter Gun Safety Laws? 129

Citizens Engaged: Fighting for a Safer Nation 130

Freedoms of Speech, Assembly, and the Press: 

Supporting Civic Discourse 130

The First Amendment and Political Instability 131

Freedom of Speech 134

Freedom of Assembly and Redress 

of Grievances 137

Freedom of the Press 138

Freedoms of Religion, Privacy, and Criminal Due 

Process: Encouraging Civic Engagement 139

The First Amendment and the Freedom 

of Religion 139

The Right to Privacy 143

The Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and Eighth Amendments: 

Ensuring Criminal Due Process 146

Civil Liberties Now 150

Perceived Intrusions on Freedom of the Press 150

Perceived Intrusions on Criminal Due Process 151

Free Speech on Campus 154

5 CIVIL RIGHTS 160

The Meaning of Equality Under the Law 161

Slavery and Its Aftermath 165

Slavery in the United States 165

Reconstruction and the First Civil Rights Acts 166

Backlash: Jim Crow Laws 167

Governmental Acceptance of Discrimination 168

Governmental Enforcement of Discrimination 169

The Modern Civil Rights Movement 170

Fighting Back: Early Civil Rights Organizations 170

The End of Separate but Equal 171

The Movement Gains National Visibility 171

Local Organizing and Civil Disobedience 

Strategies 172
■	 Analyzing the Sources: A Famous Image From  

The Civil Rights Era 173

The Government’s Response to the 

Civil Rights Movement 174

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 175

State Sovereignty 98

State-to-State Relations: Horizontal  

Federalism 101

Supreme Court Interpretation of the 

Constitution 101

Judicial Federalism 104

States as Laboratories of Democracy 104

Evolution of Intergovernmental Relations in the U.S. 

Federal System 105

Models of Federalism  106

Tools of Intergovernmental Relations 109
■	 Thinking Critically: Can State Governments 

Nullify National Law? 114

Advantages and Disadvantages 

of Today’s Federalism 115

har42501_fm_i-xxx_1.indd   7 10/5/20   10:20 AM



The Voting Rights Act of 1965 175

Impact of the Civil Rights Movement 175

Black Lives Matter 176

Future of the Movement 177

The Movement for Women’s Civil Rights 177

The First Wave of the Women’s Rights 

Movement 177

The Second Wave of the Women’s Rights 

Movement 180

The Third Wave of the Women’s Rights 

Movement 182

The Fourth Wave: Sexual Violence Promotes 

Inequality 183

Evolution of Civil Rights 183

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Citizens 183

Native Americans’ Rights 185

Citizens of Latin American Descent 187
■	 Thinking Critically: What Is the Impact of Illegal 

Immigration? 189

Citizens of Asian Descent 190

Citizens with Disabilities 192

When Is Voter Suppression a Threat to 

Civil Rights? 193

Recent Examples of Voter Suppression 193

The Question of Voter Fraud 193

Partisanship and Voter Suppression 194

Part III
Linkages Between the People
and Government

6 �POLITICAL 

SOCIALIZATION AND 

PUBLIC OPINION 200

Political Socialization and Civic Participation 201

The Process of Political Socialization 202

Participating in Civic Life 202
■	 Thinking Critically: A Nation Divided? 203

Agents of Socialization 204

Family Influences on Attitudes, Opinions, 

and Actions 204

The Media’s Ever-Increasing Role 

in Socialization 205

Schools, Patriotism, and Civic Participation 205

Religious Institutions: Faith as an 

Agent of Socialization 206

Peers and Group Norms 207

Political and Community Leaders: Opinion 

Influencers 207

Demographic Characteristics: Our Politics Are a 

Reflection of Us 207
■	 Analyzing the Sources: Examining 

Americans’ Ideology 212

The Socialization and Opinions 

of Young Americans 213

Measuring Public Opinion 216

How Public Opinion Polls Are Conducted 217

Types of Political Polls 219

What Americans Think About Politics 220

The Most Important Problem 220

Public Opinion About Government 221

7 INTEREST GROUPS 228

The Value of Interest Groups 229

Interest Groups and Civic Participation 231

Pluralist Theory versus Elite Theory 232

Key Functions of Interest Groups 233

The Downside of Interest Groups 234

Who Joins Interest Groups, and Why? 235

Patterns of Membership 235

Motivations for Joining Interest Groups 237

How Interest Groups Succeed 238

Organizational Resources 238

Organizational Environment 240

Types of Interest Groups 241

Economic Interest Groups 241

Public and Ideological Interest Groups 243

Foreign Policy Interests 246

Interest Group Strategies 246

Direct Strategies to Advance Interests 246

Indirect Strategies to Advance Interests 248
■	 Analyzing the Sources: Evaluating Interest  

Group Strategies 250

viii	 Contents

har42501_fm_i-xxx_1.indd   8 10/5/20   10:20 AM



Interest Groups, Politics, and Money: The Influence 

of Political Action Committees 251
■	 Thinking Critically: Should Super PACs Enjoy 

Unlimited Free Speech? 252

8 POLITICAL PARTIES 260

Are Political Parties Today in Crisis? 261

A Democratic Party Struggling to Evolve 261

The Republican Party in the Era of 

President Trump 263

Parties Today and Their Functions 264

How Parties Engage Individuals 265

What Political Parties Do 266

The Responsible Party Model 267

The Three Faces of Parties 267

The Party in the Electorate 267
■	 Analyzing the Sources: Why Do People Belong 

to Their Party? 269

The Party Organization 271

The Party in Government 273

Political Parties in U.S. History 274

The First Party System: The Development of Parties, 

1789–1828 275

The Second Party System: The Democrats’ Rise to 

Power, 1828–1860 276

The Third Party System: The Republicans’ Rise to 

Power, 1860–1896 276

The Fourth Party System: Republican Dominance, 

1896–1932 277

The Fifth Party System: Democratic Dominance, 

1932–1968 279

A New Party System? 279

The Party System Today: In Decline, in Resurgence,  

or a Post-Party Era? 280

The Party’s Over 280

The Party’s Just Begun 282

A Post-Party Era? 282

Two-Party Domination in U.S. Politics 283

The Dualist Nature of Most Conflicts 284

The Winner-Take-All Electoral System 284

Continued Socialization to the Two-Party 

System 285

Election Laws That Favor the Two-Party  

System 285

Third Parties in the United States 286

Types of Third Parties 287

The Impact of Third Parties 288
■	 Thinking Critically: Are Third Parties Bad for 

the United States? 289

New Ideologies, New Technologies: The Parties in the 

21st Century 290

Republicans Today: The Establishment, President 

Trump, and the Tea Party 290

A Battle for the Soul of the Democratic 

Party Today 292

Changing Both Parties: New Technologies 292

9 �CAMPAIGNS, ELECTIONS, 

AND VOTING 300

The Importance of Fair, Independent  

Elections 301

Why Election Meddling Matters 301

Intentional Efforts at Voter Suppression 302

Political Participation as an Expression of the 

Will of the People 302

The Act of Voting 303

The 2000 Election and Its Impact 303

Types of Ballots 304

Voting by Mail 305

Running for Office: The Choice to Run 307

Formal Eligibility Requirements 307

Informal Eligibility Requirements 308

Elections in the United States 309

Deciding the Nomination: Caucuses and 

Primaries 310

General Elections 311
■	 Thinking Critically: Should the United States 

Have a National Primary? 312

Referendum, Initiative, and Recall 313

The Nature of Political Campaigns Today 313

The Professionalization of Political  

Campaigns 314

The Media: Transforming Political  

Campaigns 315

Revolutionizing the Campaign: New 

Technologies 315

Presidential Campaigns 316

Party Conventions and the General Election 

Campaign 317

The Electoral College 317

Who Votes? Factors in Voter Participation 318

Education Level—The Number-One Predictor 

of Voting 318

The Age Factor 318

Race, Ethnicity, and Voter Participation 318

Income—A Reliable Predictor of Voting 319

Party Competitiveness and Voter Turnout 320
■	 Analyzing the Sources: Exploring Race 

and Voting 320

	 Contents	 ix

har42501_fm_i-xxx_1.indd   9 10/5/20   10:20 AM



How Voters Decide 321

Major Factors in Voter Decision Making 321

Campaign Influences on Voter Choice 322

Why Some People Do Not Vote 322

Lack of Efficacy 323

Voter Fatigue and Negative Campaigns 323

The Structure of Elections 323

Rational Choice Theory 324

The Consequences of Nonvoting 324

Money and Politics 325

Early Efforts to Regulate Campaign Finance 325

The Court Weighs In: Money = Speech 326

The Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 327

The Court Weighs In (Again): The Birth of 

Super PACs 328

Super PACs and Independent Expenditures 328

Circumventing the Rules: Dark Money, 527s, 

and 501(c)4s 329

10 THE MEDIA 336

The Modern Media 337

The Political Functions of the Media 338

Providing Information 338

Interpreting Matters of Public Interest and Setting the 

Public Agenda 339
■	 Analyzing the Sources: Confidence in the 

Media 339

Providing a Forum for Conversations About 

Politics 340

Socializing Children to Political Culture 340

The Press and Politics: A Historical View 341

The Early Role of the Press 341

Yellow Journalism and Muckraking 342

A Widening War for Readership 343

Increasing Diversity in Newsrooms 344

The Media Go Electronic: The Radio and Television 

Revolutions 344

How Radio Opened Up Political  

Communication 344

Television and the Transformation of Campaigns 

and Elections 345

How Americans Use the Media to Get Political 

Information 346

Media Consolidation 348

The Proliferation of News Sources 

and Greater Scrutiny 349

The Cell-Phone Watchdogs 349

Blogs: The New Penny Papers? 350

Biased Media? 350

The Question of Ideological Bias 350

The Issue of Corporate Bias 351

Regulation of the Media: Is It Necessary? 351
■	 Thinking Critically: Should Network Television Be 

Subject to Stricter Regulations Than Cable and the 

Internet Are? 352

11 �POLITICS AND 

TECHNOLOGY 358

The Modern Technological Revolution:  

The Internet and Cellular Technology 359

Who Uses the Internet? 360

New Forms of Community 361

Technology Now: Changing How Candidates  

Campaign and Citizens Participate 362

Politics on Demand 363

Technological Tools: Paving the Two-Way 

Communication Street 363

New Campaign Strategies and Modes of Political 

Participation 365

Technology Now: Revolutionizing How  

Governments Work 369

What Is the Impact of Technology 

on Political Life? 371

Technology Is a Powerful Tool  

for Protesters and Activists 371

Technology Increases the Amount of Political 

Information Available 372

What’s Next: How Technology Will Continue 

to Transform the Political Landscape 373

The Downside of Technology in Politics 374

Election Infiltration 374
■	 Analyzing the Sources: Trolling  

for Votes 375

Cyber Threats 376

Domestic Surveillance, Data Breaches,  

and Other Privacy Issues 376

Fake News and the Issue of Accuracy 378

A Tool for Terrorists: Recruiting, Communicating, 

Operationalizing 379

Fomenting Polarized Partisanship and 

Extremism 381

The Dominance of “Big Tech” 381

The Internet and Free Speech 382

Regulation of the Internet: Is It Necessary? 382
■	 Thinking Critically: Should We Regulate the 

Internet Infrastructure? 383

x	 Contents

har42501_fm_i-xxx_1.indd   10 10/5/20   10:20 AM



Part IV
Institutions of Government

12  CONGRESS  390

The Origins of Congress  391

Congressional Elections  392

Incumbency  393

Reapportionment and Redistricting  394

Gerrymandering  395
■	 Thinking Critically: Are Congressional Elections 

“Rigged” Through Gerrymandering?  396

Increased Partisanship and Congressional 

Redistricting  397

Majority-Minority Districts  397
■	 Analyzing the Sources: Mapping Majority-

Minority Districts  398

Powers of Congress  399

Functions of Congress  401

Representation Comes in Many Forms  401

Policy Making: A Central Responsibility  402

Oversight: A Check on the Executive  

Branch  403

Agenda Setting and Civic Engagement  403

Managing Societal Conflict  404

The House and the Senate Compared  404

The Legislative Process  406

Introducing a Bill  406

The Bill in Committee  408

Debate on the House and Senate Floor  409

Presidential Action  411

Congressional Leadership  411

Leadership in the House of Representatives  412

Leadership in the Senate  414

Decision Making in Congress: 

The Legislative Context  415

Political Parties and Partisanship in 

Decision Making  415

Colleagues and Staff: Trading Votes 

and Information  417

Interest Groups: Influence Through 

Organization  417

The President’s Effect on Decision  

Making  417

Constituents: The Last Word  418

The People and Their Elected Representatives  419

Women in Congress  419

Racial and Ethnic Diversity in Congress  420

13  �THE PRESIDENCY  426

Presidential Elections  427

Presidential Roles and Responsibilities  428

Chief of State  428

The President’s Role in Congressional  

Agenda Setting  428
■	 Thinking Critically: Do Signing Statements 

Violate Constitutional Checks and Balances?  431

Manager of the Economy  432

Chief Diplomat  433

Civilian Leader of the Military  434

Party Leader  434

Chief Executive  434

The President and the Executive Branch  435

The Vice President’s Role  435

The Cabinet  436

The Executive Office of the President  438

Presidential Succession  440

When the President Dies in Office  440

When the President Cannot Serve: The Twenty-Fifth 

Amendment  441

Sources of Presidential Power  441

The Constitution: Expressed Powers  442

The Constitution: Inherent Powers  442

Statutory Powers  443

Special Presidential Powers  443

The People as a Source of Presidential Power  446

The President and the Bully Pulpit  446

The President and Public Approval  447
■	 Analyzing the Sources: Presidential 

Job Approval  447

Technology and the Media as Tools of Presidential 

Influence  448

The Evolution of Presidential Power  449

Early Presidents and the Scope of 

Presidential Power  450

The Watershed 1970s: The Pentagon Papers, 

Watergate, and the “Imperial Presidency”  451

The Post-Watergate Presidency  453

Impeachment: A Check on Abuses of Presidential 

Power  454

Women and the Presidency  455

The First Lady  456

	 Contents	 xi

har42501_fm_i-xxx_1.indd   11 11/27/20   4:24 PM



14  �THE 

BUREAUCRACY  464

Democracy and Bureaucracy  466

The Bureaucrats Who Implement Federal Policies  468

Political Appointees  469

Senior Executives  470

Civil Servants  470

State, Local, and Shadow Bureaucrats  474

The Evolution of the Federal Bureaucracy  474

Departments  476
■	 Thinking Critically: Is the Federal Government 

Too Big?  477

Independent Administrative Agencies  477

Independent Regulatory Commissions  479

Government Corporations  479

Executive Office of the President  480

The Work of Bureaucrats  480

Agenda Setting  482

Policy Formulation  482

Policy Approval  482

Appropriation Approval  483

Policy Implementation  483

Policy Evaluation  484

Bureaucratic Accountability  484

Accountability to the People  485

Accountability to the Courts  485

Accountability to Congress  486

Accountability to the President  486

Internal Accountability  487

Can Bureaucratic Performance Be Improved?  488

The Best-Performing Bureaucracies  489

Does Contracting-Out Improve Performance?  489
■	 Analyzing the Sources: Is It Government 

Performance or Partisanship?  490

Citizens’ Role in Bureaucratic Performance  491

Part V
Public Policy

15  THE JUDICIARY  498

What Do Courts Do?  499

The Rule of Law  501

Sources of Law in the United States  501

Resolving Legal Disputes  503

The Structure of the Federal Court System  507

Article I Courts  508

U.S. District Courts  508

U.S. Courts of Appeals  508

The U.S. Supreme Court  509

Appointing Federal Judges  510

Selection Criteria  511

The Senate’s Role: Advice and Consent  513
■	 Thinking Critically: Should There  

Be a Retirement Age for Supreme 

Court Justices?  514

How the U.S. Supreme Court Functions  515

Choosing Cases for Review  515

Considering Legal Briefs and Oral  

Arguments  515

Resolving the Legal Dispute: Deciding How 

to Vote  517

Legal Reasoning: Writing the Opinions  517

Judges as Policymakers  518

From Judicial Review to Judicial Policy  

Making  519

Judicial Activism, Living Constitution, Judicial 

Restraint, and Originalism  519

Constraints on Judicial Policy Making  521

Judicial Legitimacy and Public Trust  523
■	 Analyzing the Sources: Citizens’ Approval of the 

Supreme Court and Its Work  524

16  �ECONOMIC 

POLICY  532

The American Dream and the American Economy  534

The American Dream  534

The U.S. Economy  535
■	 Thinking Critically: Should College Tuition 

Be Free?  536

Measuring Economic Health  536

Traditional Measures of Economic Health  536

Other Measures of Economic Health  537
■	 Analyzing the Sources: Is there too much income  

inequality in the United States?  539

xii	 Contents

har42501_fm_i-xxx_1.indd   12 11/27/20   4:25 PM



Economic Theories That Shape Economic Policy  540

Laissez-Faire Economics: An Unrealized Policy  541

Keynesian Economics  542

Supply-Side Economics  544

Monetarism  544

Should One Economic Theory Predominate?  545

Fiscal Policy  545

Tax Policy  545

Spending Policy  547

National Budget Process: Creating  

Fiscal Policy  548

Today’s Federal Budget Realities  549

Monetary Policy: The Federal Reserve System  552

Regulatory Policy  553

Business Regulation  553

Social Regulation  554

The Benefits and Costs of Regulation  555

Trade Policy in the Global Economy  556

The American Dream in Today’s Economy  558

17  �DOMESTIC 

POLICY  564

Citizen Engagement and Domestic Policy  565
■	 Analyzing the Sources: What are the Policy 

Priorities of Americans?  567

Tools of Domestic Policy  568

Laws and Regulations  569

Direct Provision of Public Goods  569

Cash Transfers  569
■	 Thinking Critically: Should the United State 

Postal Service Be Shut Down?  570

Loans, Loan Guarantees, and Insurance  571

Grants-in-Aid and Contracting-Out  571

The Provision of Information  571

Environmental Policy  572

Environmental Degradation  572

Environmental Protection  573

Energy Policy  576

Education Policy  578

Federal Education Policies  579

Federal Policy and College Student Debt  579

Income Security Programs  580

Social Security  580

Unemployment Compensation  581

Minimum Wage  582

Earned Income Tax Credit and Child  

Tax Credit  583

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families  583

Other Safety Net Programs  584

Health Care Policy  586

Medicaid  587

Medicare  587

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care 

Act (ACA)  587

Immigration Policy  588

Authorized Immigration  588

Unauthorized Immigration  589

Proposed Immigration Policy Reforms  589

18  �FOREIGN POLICY 

AND NATIONAL 

SECURITY  596

The Tools of U.S. Foreign Policy  598

Diplomacy  598

Trade and Economic Policies  598
■	 Analyzing the Sources: The Ukraine 

Transcripts  600

The Military Option  603

Who Decides? The Creators and Shapers of 

Foreign Policy  605

The President and the Executive Branch  605

Congress  607

The Military-Industrial Complex  607

The Media and New Technologies  608

Public Opinion  609

Private Citizens  609

U.S. Foreign Policy in Historical Context  610

The Constitutional Framework and Early Foreign 

Policy Making  610

Hegemony and National Expansion: From  

the Monroe Doctrine to the Roosevelt 

Corollary  612

World War I and the End of U.S. Isolationism  613

Internationalism and the League of Nations  614

World War II: U.S. Foreign Policy at a 

Crossroads  614

The Postwar Era: The United States 

as Superpower  615

International Agreements and Organizations  615

The Cold War: Superpowers in Collision  618

U.S. Efforts to Contain Communism: Korea, Cuba, 

and Vietnam  619

Détente: A Thaw in the Cold War Chill  620

The Reagan Years and Soviet Collapse  622

Post-Soviet Times: The United States as Solo 

Superpower in an Era of Wars  623

U.S. Foreign Policy in the 21st Century  625

The Bush Doctrine: A Clash of Civilizations  625

	 Contents	 xiii

har42501_fm_i-xxx_1.indd   13 11/27/20   4:26 PM



The Obama Doctrine: A More Conciliatory Approach 

to Foreign Policy  627
■	 Thinking Critically: Do the Geneva Conventions 

Apply When Terrorists Have So Drastically Altered the 

Rules of War?  628

The Trump Doctrine: America First  629

Future Challenges in American Foreign Policy  629

Environmental and Health Issues  630

Trade Policy  630

The Ongoing Threat of Terrorism  630

Russian Expansion and Influence  631

Nuclear Proliferation  631

Technology’s Potential in Foreign Affairs  631

GLOSSARY  G

INDEX  I

xiv	 Contents

Constitutions: United States, State, and Local  4

The U.S. Constitution  4
■	 Analyzing the Sources: Comparison of State 

Voter Registration and Voting Laws  5

State Constitutions  6

Local Charters  7

Intergovernmental Relations  7

Institutions of State Governments  9

Legislative Branch: Formulating and 

Approving Policy  9

Executive Branch: Putting Policy into Action  10

Judicial Branch: Resolving Legal Conflicts  13

Local Governments  15

General-Purpose Local Governments  15

Special-Purpose Local Governments  17

Direct Democracy: Letting the People Decide  17

Referenda and Initiatives   17

Recall of Elected Officials  19

State and Local Budgets  20
■	 Thinking Critically: Is Direct Democracy  

the Fix for Misrepresentation in a Representative 

Democracy?  20

Balanced Budgets  21

State and Local Expenditures  21

State Government Revenues  22

Local Government Revenues  24

The Federal Government as a  

Fiscal Equalizer  25

Interstate and Intrastate Diversity   26

Political Culture and Its Effect on Governing  26

People: Dealing with Demographics  27

Climate and Resources: Variations in Needs 

and Taxes  27

Laboratories for Public Policies  29

Part VI
State and Local Government

C H A P T E R  19  STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT  2
®

APPENDIX A  THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE � A-1

APPENDIX B  FEDERALIST NO. 10 � A-4

APPENDIX C  FEDERALIST NO. 51 � A-8

®

®

®

har42501_fm_i-xxx_1.indd   14 11/27/20   4:31 PM



American Democracy Now engages students in American politics 

through relevant content and supportive digital tools that enrich and 

reinforce learning. Accessible to students at all levels, the narrative is 

brought to life through compelling features, such as rich visuals and 

graphics and the Then, Now, Next framework, helping students gain a 

comprehensive understanding of American government yesterday, today, 

and through development of critical thinking skills, tomorrow.

Improve student performance with  

McGraw Hill Connect

Connect improves student performance with a personalized reading 

experience, tools for sharpening writing skills, and activities for 

informative and engaging concepts.

Personalized Reading Experience

Available within Connect American Government, SmartBook creates a 

personalized reading experience by highlighting the most impactful 

concepts a student needs to learn at that moment in time. This ensures 

that every minute spent with SmartBook is returned to the student as 

the most value added minute possible.

The reading experience continuously adapts by highlighting content 

based on what the student knows and doesn’t know. Real-time reports 

quickly identify the concepts that require more attention from individual 

students—or the entire class. SmartBook detects the content a student  

is most likely to forget and brings it back to improve long-term 

knowledge retention.

SmartBook is optimized for mobile and tablet and is accessible for 

students with disabilities. And as part of any American government 

course, SmartBook focuses on the broader context for and building 

blocks of the political system. Specifically, it has been enhanced with 

improved learning objectives to ensure that students gain foundational 

knowledge while they also learn to make connections for broader 

understanding of government institutions, events, and behavior. 

SmartBook personalizes learning to individual student needs, 

Currency, Compelling Content, 
Comprehensive: American Democracy Now

	 Preface	 xv
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continually adapting to pinpoint knowledge gaps and focus learning on 

topics that need the most attention. Study time is more productive, and 

as a result, students are better prepared for class and coursework. For 

instructors, SmartBook tracks student progress and provides insights 

that can help guide teaching strategies.

Writing Assignment Plus

McGraw Hill’s new Writing Assignment Plus tool delivers a learning 

experience that improves students’ written communication skills and 

conceptual understanding with every assignment. Assign, monitor, and 

provide feedback on writing more efficiently and grade assignments 

within McGraw Hill Connect®. Writing Assignment Plus gives you time-

saving tools with a just-in-time basic writing and originality checker. 

Features include: 

	 ■	 Grammar/writing checking with McGraw Hill learning resources 

	 ■	 Originality checker with McGraw Hill learning resources 

	 ■	 Writing stats 

	 ■	 Rubric building and scoring 

	 ■	 Ability to assign draft and final deadline milestones 

	 ■	 Tablet ready and tools for all learners

Informing and Engaging Students on American 
Government Concepts

Using Connect American Government, students can learn the course 

material more deeply and study more effectively than ever before.

At the remember and understand levels 

of Bloom’s taxonomy, Concept Clips 

help students break down key concepts 

in American Government. Using easy-to-

understand audio narration, visual cues, 

and colorful animations, Concept Clips 

provide a step-by-step presentation that 

aids in student retention. Topics include 

the following:

	 ■	 What Are the Types of Government?

	 ■	 Federalists and Antifederalists

	 ■	 What Is Devolution?

	 ■	 Regulation of the Media

	 ■	 Who Participates?

	 ■	 Presidency: Going Public

	 ■	 U.S. Foreign Policy
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In addition to the concept-based clips, several skills-based clips equip 

students for work within and outside the classroom. These skills-based 

clips include the following:

	 ■	 Evaluating the News

	 ■	 Critical Thinking

	 ■	 How to Read a Court Case

	 ■	 How to Understand Charts and Graphs

	 ■	 Political Cartoons

	 ■	 How to Avoid Plagiarism

Also at the remember and understand levels of Bloom’s taxonomy 

NewsFlash exercises tie current news stories to key American government 

concepts and learning objectives. After interacting with a contemporary 

news story, students are assessed on their ability to make the connections 

between real-life events and course content. Examples include the Defense 

Production Act, coronavirus and the U.S. economy, and disinformation.

Deepen understanding of how politics happens in the real world by 

leveraging the most popular podcasts available with our Podcast 

Assignments. These assignments allow you to bring greater context and 

nuance to your courses while engaging students through the storytelling 

power of podcasts.

At the apply, analyze, and evaluate levels of 

Bloom’s taxonomy, critical thinking activities  

allow students to engage with the political  

process and  learn by doing. Examples are:

	 ■	 Quiz: What Is Your Political Ideology?

	 ■	 Poll: Americans’ Confidence in the Police

	 ■	 Research: Find Your Senator

	 ■	 Infographic: Compare the Courts

And Practice Government, McGraw Hill’s educational 

game focused on the American political system, 

is fully integrated inside of Connect American 

Government! A set of focused introductory missions 

are paired with auto-grade and critical thinking.

Instructor Resources

American Democracy Now includes the following instructor resources:

Instructor’s manual.  The instructor’s manual provides a wide variety of 

tools and resources for presenting the course, including learning 

objectives and ideas for lectures and discussions. 

Test bank. By increasing the rigor of the test bank development 

process, McGraw Hill has raised the bar for student assessment. Each 

question has been tagged for level of difficulty, Bloom’s taxonomy, and 
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topic coverage. Organized by chapter, the questions are designed to 

test factual, conceptual, and higher order thinking. 

Test Builder. New to this edition and available within Connect, Test 

Builder is a cloud-based tool that enables instructors to format tests that 

can be printed and administered within a Learning Management System. 

Test Builder offers a modern, streamlined interface for easy content 

configuration that matches course needs, without requiring a download. 

Test Builder enables instructors to: 

	 ■	 Access all test bank content from a particular title.

	 ■	 Easily pinpoint the most relevant content through robust filtering 

options. 

	 ■	 Manipulate the order of questions or scramble questions and/or 

answers. 

	 ■	 Pin questions to a specific location within a test. 

	 ■	 Determine your preferred treatment of algorithmic questions. 

	 ■	 Choose the layout and spacing. 

	 ■	 Add instructions and configure default settings. 

PowerPoint. The PowerPoint presentations highlight the key points of the 

chapter and include supporting visuals. All slides are WCAG compliant.

Remote Proctoring. New remote proctoring and browser-locking capabilities 

are seamlessly integrated within Connect to offer more control over the 

integrity of online assessments. Instructors can enable security options that 

restrict browser activity, monitor student behavior, and verify the identity of 

each student. Instant and detailed reporting gives instructors 

an at-a-glance view of potential concerns, thereby avoiding 

personal bias and supporting evidence-based claims.

xviii	 Preface

Critical Thinking

At the heart of American Democracy Now is a rich set of 

instructional tools that move students along the path to 

critical thinking.

A “Then, Now, Next” framework encourages students to 

understand historical contexts and precedents so that they 

can weigh them against current political events and actions, 

begin to formulate an informed judgment about politics, and 

consider how the past and present might shape the future. 

For example, in Chapter 6, on political socialization and public 

opinion, this feature focuses on how public polls were 

conducted in the 1970s, how technology has shaped the 

process since then, and how it might continue to do so.

WHAT’S NEXT?

 > How will technologies such as YouTube and social networking sites 

shape polling in the future?

 > How might pollsters overcome the obstacles associated with 

Internet polls, in particular, the problem of anonymous respondents 

giving false answers or responding to the same poll multiple times?

 > How will cell phones and text messaging change the way in which 

public opinion is measured in the future?

Public Opinion Polling

THEN NOW NEXT

Then (1970s) Now

Telephone polls replaced 

mail-in and door-to-door 

polling, because most 

American households had 

landlines.

Internet polls are at the cutting edge 

of public opinion research, but 

anonymity and multiple responses 

from the same person can damage 

a poll’s accuracy.

Early telephone polls 

overrepresented the views of 

homemakers and retirees, who 

were more likely to answer the 

phone during the day.

In the 2020 campaigns, pollsters 

strived to address their failure to 

accurately predict the outcome of 

the 2016 election.

Pollsters remedied 

nonrepresentative sampling 

through quota sampling.

Pollsters rely on stratified sampling 

to ensure the most representative 

sample of the population they are 

targeting.
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“Analyzing the Sources” 

guides students in 

interpreting data, images, 

maps, and primary sources 

and poses questions that 

prompt analytical thinking. 

For example, in Chapter 4 

on civil liberties, the feature 

asks students to analyze 

data on the views 

Americans have expressed 

when it comes to concerns 

for security versus liberty. 

In particular, students are 

asked to consider how the 

questions the researchers 

presented may have 

shaped the responses of 

those who were surveyed.

Analyzing the 
Sources

BALANCING THE TENSION BETWEEN 
LIBERTY AND SECURITY

Practice Analytical 
Thinking

 1. The use of technology  

in law enforcement and 

crime control has changed 

over time. How has the 

American public’s support 

of it changed?

 2. What significance is there, 

if any, in the difference 

between these two survey 

questions?

 3. What do these surveys  

tell us about the tension 

between liberty and 

security?
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“Thinking Critically” is a 

debate feature that gives 

students a comprehensive 

appreciation of multiple 

sides of a political issue 

and an opportunity to 

formulate their own 

positions by evaluating 

the data, information, or 

sources provided. For 

example, in Chapter 2 

on the Constitution, the 

feature explores the 

Electoral College, and the 

question of whether it 

should be abolished.

Thinking Critically

Should We Abolish the Electoral College?

The Issue: In the world’s oldest democracy, the reality is that 

the president of the United States might not be the choice of the 

majority of the voting population. Such was the case in the 2016 

presidential election. According to the Federal Election 

Commission’s election results, Democrat Hillary Clinton won the 

most votes, with 48 percent of the popular vote. Republican Donald 

Trump won 45.9 percent of the popular vote. This amounted to 

Clinton winning 2,868,518 more citizens’ votes than Trump did.* In 

every other election for federal o�ce, the candidate with the most 

popular votes wins that seat. But in the case of the president, the 

Constitution requires that the candidate be elected by the Electoral 

College. Essentially, the winner is determined by the cumulative 

results of 51 separate elections, one conducted in each state plus 

the District of Columbia, with the number of electoral votes deter-

mined in proportion to the size of the state’s congressional delega-

tion. Is the Electoral College system unfair? Should we abolish it?

Yes: The Electoral College is exclusive and undemocratic. The 

Electoral College system demands that candidates focus nearly ex-

clusively on key swing states that will be pivotal to their election and 

on populous states that carry the most electoral votes. The system 

is undemocratic because it relies on plurality elections within the 

states. In a plurality, the candidate with the most votes wins, even if 

that candidate does not receive a majority of the votes. In neither 

the 2000 nor the 2016 presidential election did the ultimate victory 

go to the candidate most people preferred. Instead, the winners 

were George W. Bush and Donald Trump. Due to the undemocratic 

nature of the Electoral College, it should be abolished.

were abolished, the most populous geographical regions would 

dominate in presidential elections. Urban areas would have tre-

mendous clout in presidential elections, and less densely popu-

lated rural areas would be virtually ignored. The current structure 

strengthens the power of the states and in this way ensures that 

our federal system remains strong.

Other Approaches: Because of the difficulty of abolishing 

the Electoral College, various schemes have been proposed that 

would make it almost impossible for the loser of the popular vote to 

win the presidency, including awarding a state’s electoral votes pro-

portionally instead of on a winner-take-all basis, dividing electoral 

votes by congressional district (currently done in Maine and 

Nebraska), and awarding extra electoral votes to the winner of the 

popular vote. Legislation recently passed in Maryland, Hawaii, 

Illinois, and New Jersey would commit those states’ electors to vote 

for the winner of the popular vote if states representing a 270-vote 

majority in the Electoral College enact similar legislation.

What do you think?

 1. Should the Electoral College be abolished, remain the 

same, or be reformed? Why? If your answer is “should be 

reformed,” what changes would you implement?

 2. If the Electoral College were abolished, what impact would 

the change likely have on voters in your home state? Does 

that scenario influence your view?

 3. Americans revere the Constitution as a near-sacred 
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Evaluating the Facts

42

39

52

51 50

60
57

53

55

52
52

56
57

55

47
46

40
35 34

43

43

44 44

44 45

45
51

28

38

36 36

31

61 61

1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2016 2017 2018 2020

Year

P
e

rc
e

n
ta

g
e

 Favorable opinion of the Democratic Party

 Favorable opinion of the Republican Party

FIGURE 8.1 ■ The People’s Opinion of Democrats and Republicans The figure shows the percentage 
of survey respondents who had a favorable view of the Republican and Democratic Parties between 
1997 and 2020. What is the general trend with regard to party favorability ratings? Look at particular 
high and low points for each political party. What events may have caused people’s favorable opinions 
of the parties to increase or decline?
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Interpreting Images

“Evaluating the Facts” 

seeks to create students 

who are wise consumers 

of information by 

developing critical 

thinking skills that will 

assist them in evaluating 

information they 

encounter daily and 

determining both the 

legitimacy of the source 

and the motivation or 

agenda of the source. For 

example, in Chapter 13 on 

the presidency, this feature 

focuses on a 60-year span 

of data on the willingness 

of Americans to vote for a 

woman president, and asks 

students to analyze the 

trends they see in relation 

to the changing social and 

political environment.

Students continue to build 

skills through additional 

tools, such as 

“Interpreting Images,” 

which encourages the 

development of analytic 

skills to interpret original-

source visual elements, 

including photographs, 

documents, maps, tables, 

and graphs. For example, 

in Chapter 8 on political 

parties, the feature 

presents data on people’s 

opinions of Democrats and 

Republicans and asks 

students to consider 

patterns, including high 

and low points, and 

possible relationship to 

world events.
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This edition reflects the November 2020 election results. 

The authors also revised content using SmartBook heat 

map data that pinpointed the topics and concepts with 

which students struggled the most. This Heat Map–directed 

revision is reflected primarily in Chapters 7, 10, 12, 16, 17, 

and 19. Other content changes include the following:

C H A P T E R  1 PEOPLE, POLITICS, AND 
PARTICIPATION

■	 Updated the discussion of the current political context 

to include the impact of the pandemic and the renewed 

Black Lives Matter movement; the relationship of the 

Trump presidency with the media; the ideological 

debates on such topics as the Green New Deal and 

health insurance; and the concerns over Russian 

interference in U.S. elections, trade policy with China, 

and ongoing threats of terrorism.
■	 Refocused Evaluating the Facts to feature the 

relationship between voter turnout and state voting 

options, such as vote by mail.
■	 Revised Thinking Critically feature to prompt students 

to more carefully evaluate facts they encounter in media 

related to recent issues.
■	 Added new data for Analyzing the Sources that frames 

the issue of partisanship in the United States by 

generation.
■	 Expanded discussion of progressivism to reflect its place 

in current issues such as the 2020 presidential primary 

campaign, Medicare for All, and the Green New Deal.
■	 Clarified definition of socialism and discussed the use 

of the term in the context of the Sanders presidential 

campaigns.
■	 Updated data about the U.S. population and U.S. 

families.

C H A P T E R  2 THE CONSTITUTION
■	 Enhanced integration of key terms from Chapter 1. 
■	 Provided greater focus on the political battles that 

transformed a British colony to a nation of “we 

the people.”
■	 Created new Thinking Critically that asks whether the 

Electoral College should be abolished. 

■	 Added three new tables to highlight the key (1) British 

policies that mobilized colonists to rebellion, (2) 

colonists’ efforts to create a new nation, and (3) U.S. 

government actions to transition from a confederal to a 

federal system of government.
■	 Created new Analyzing the Sources that investigates the 

balance of powers between the three branches of 

national government.
■	 Revised numerous political inquiry questions in the 

annotated Constitution to focus on constitutional 

procedures used or questioned, and constitutional 

language debated during the past few years.

C H A P T E R  3 FEDERALISM
■	 Wrote new chapter-opening story about the 

establishment of a legal voting age, and how local, state, 

and national governments interact and vary in doing so.
■	 Created new Analyzing the Sources that considers the 

population of each state and the number of local 

governments each has. 
■	 Integrated the intergovernmental responses to the 

coronavirus.
■	 Created new Then, Now, Next on the census.
■	 Added new table highlighting the national government’s 

constitutional obligations to the states.
■	 Enhanced the focus on states as laboratories of 

democracy.
■	 Added new table that summarizes the elements of  

public policy that are a framework for understanding 

intergovernmental relations and the models of federalism.
■	 Reorganized the discussion on the evolution of 

federalism in the United States.
■	 Updated data and graphics related to fiscal federalism. 

C H A P T E R  4 CIVIL LIBERTIES
■	 Updated statistics, data, and Supreme Court rulings 

from the previous edition.
■	 Included a new section on journalism and freedom of 

speech.
■	 Introduced decisions and policies of the Trump 

administration, as opposed to prior focus on the Obama 

administration.

Staying Current
CHAPTER-BY-CHAPTER CHANGES
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■	 Added new features on excessive bail reform, privacy 

issues in the public sector, and symbolic speech.
■	 Moved focus from Millennials to Generation Z.
■	 Introduced a new section on facial recognition technology.

C H A P T E R  5 CIVIL RIGHTS
■	 Updated statistics, data, and Supreme Court rulings 

from the previous edition.
■	 Incorporated new discussions of weight discrimination 

and voter suppression.
■	 Included a new discussion of housing discrimination by 

the federal government and an updated chart on wage 

disparities.
■	 Added a discussion of Fourth Wave Feminism.
■	 Updated all references and citations.

C H A P T E R  6 POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION 
AND PUBLIC OPINION

■	 Added new Thinking Critically feature that asks whether 

the United States is a nation divided.
■	 Explored new data concerning the gender gap in 

political party identification between men and women.
■	 Evaluated new data about the policy priorities of men 

and women in the 2016 presidential election.
■	 Evaluated the gender gap in presidential vote choice in 

2016.
■	 Updated information about the opinions of Millennials.
■	 Added new information on the politics of Generation Z.
■	 Included new discussion of the new “most important 

problem.”
■	 Included new data concerning trust in government.

C H A P T E R  7 INTEREST GROUPS
■	 Included a discussion of the effect of Janus v. United 

States on interest groups.
■	 Updated information the actions of foreign-policy 

interest groups in the United States.
■	 Included more detailed discussion of Citizens United v. 

Federal Election Commission.
■	 Updated data on political action committee 

contributions to congressional candidates by 

incumbency status.
■	 Added new data on top political action committee 

contributors.
■	 Added a new Analyzing the Sources feature 

demonstrating the importance of considering interest 

groups’ perspective when evaluating interest group 

ratings.

C H A P T E R  8 POLITICAL PARTIES
■	 Included an updated discussion of “A Democratic Party 

Struggling to Define Itself.”
■	 Included an updated discussion of “The Republican 

Party in the Era of President Trump.”
■	 Added discussion of effect of the pandemic on party 

priorities.

■	 Updated data concerning Americans’ opinions of the 

two political parties.
■	 Added new information about the role of the parties in 

the 2020 elections.
■	 Updated the discussion of the responsible party model.
■	 Added a new Analyzing the Sources feature that asks 

students to evaluate why Democrats and Republicans 

belong to each political party.
■	 Updated data on differences between Democrats and 

Republicans concerning policy priorities.
■	 Updated data on Americans’ support for a third party.
■	 Added new discussion of the future of the Democrats 

and Republicans.

C H A P T E R  9 CAMPAIGNS, ELECTIONS, 
AND VOTING

■	 Reorganized chapter to emphasize importance of new 

uses of balloting in the wake of COVID-19 and concerns 

about suppressing voter turnout during the pandemic.
■	 Expanded discussion of the importance of fair, 

independent elections.
■	 Expanded discussion of why election meddling matters.
■	 Included a new discussion of efforts at voter 

suppression.
■	 Revised discussion of voting by mail in the 2020 

elections, particularly in the context of the pandemic.
■	 Included a new discussion of caucuses.
■	 Discussed 2020 ballot initiatives in the states.
■	 Examined impact of COVID-19 on campaigning in 2020 

and on ability to gather signatures for ballot measures.
■	 Updated data concerning 2020 Electoral College vote.
■	 Updated data concerning age and presidential election 

turnout.
■	 Updated data concerning race and presidential elections.
■	 Included new research concerning how voters decide.
■	 Explained campaign finance regulations for the 2020 

elections.
■	 Included new discussion of dark money in campaigns.

C H A P T E R  10 THE MEDIA
■	 Reframed the current debate about media accuracy.
■	 Revised the Analyzing the Sources feature that examines 

new data on confidence in the media.
■	 Added new data on the increasing diversity in 

newsrooms.
■	 Included new research on the demographics related to 

the increase in online news consumption.
■	 Expanded discussion of generational differences in 

media consumption.

C H A P T E R  11 POLITICS AND 
TECHNOLOGY

■	 Updated data on Internet usage.
■	 Added new discussion of the use of technology in 

politics to inform, inflame, provoke, and confuse during 

the COVID-19 pandemic.
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■	 Updated research on the use of technology in the 2020 

elections.
■	 Added information on the use of social media as a tool 

of protests.
■	 Added new research on election infiltration.
■	 Updated discussion on the impact of technology on 

political life.
■	 Revamped discussion of the effects of FCC Chairman 

Ajit Pai’s rollback of the net neutrality order.

C H A P T E R  12 CONGRESS
■	 Added new research and data on congressional 

incumbency.
■	 Added a new discussion of congressional oversight of 

the president.
■	 Added a new discussion of a 2020 Supreme Court 

decision regarding redistricting.
■	 Updated and expanded discussion of the use of the 

“nuclear option” in the Senate.
■	 Updated the congressional leadership section.
■	 Added updates on the 2020 elections and the party 

composition of Congress.

C H A P T E R  13 THE PRESIDENCY
■	 Examined the 2020 presidential election.
■	 Added new discussion of signing statements and, in 

particular, the CARES Act in the context of the 

pandemic.
■	 Added new discussion of the president’s leadership 

during the pandemic and his use of emergency powers.
■	 Updated information on presidential vetoes.
■	 Added a new discussion of the president’s role in 

managing the economy.
■	 Expanded discussion of the president’s role as chief 

diplomat.
■	 Added new discussion of the president’s role as civilian 

leader of the military.
■	 Added a new discussion of factors involved in selecting 

a vice president.
■	 Added new discussion of executive privilege in the 

context of President Trump’s impeachment.
■	 Expanded discussion of the use of the bully pulpit.
■	 Included new comparative data on women and 

minorities appointed to presidential cabinets.
■	 Included new comparative data on presidential 

public approval.
■	 Examined discussion of the geographical variation in 

President Trump’s popularity.
■	 Included a new discussion on President Trump’s 

impeachment.
■	 Revised the discussion of women and the presidency in 

the context of the 2020 elections.
■	 Added information on the First Lady’s priorities for 

her role.

C H A P T E R  14 THE BUREAUCRACY
■	 Added new opening story on bureaucratic and red tape 

challenges to discovering and implementing quick, 

widespread testing following the coronavirus outbreak.
■	 Revised first section of the chapter to discuss the role of 

bureaucracy in a democracy.
■	 Added new table to highlight the characteristics of 

Weber’s ideal bureaucracy.
■	 Reorganized the discussion on the bureaucrats who 

implement federal policies.
■	 Updated data throughout the chapter.
■	 Added new discussion of the courts holding the 

Department of Education and its secretary accountable 

to the Administrative Procedures Act.
■	 Added new discussion of the whistleblower who alleged 

misconduct by President Trump regarding conversations 

with the Ukrainian president.
■	 Created new Analyzing the Sources that asks whether 

evaluation of government performance is actually based 

on bureaucratic performance or partisanship. 
■	 Updated discussion and analysis in section “Does 

Contracting-Out Improve Performance?”
■	 Added discussion of role of bureaucratic performance in 

containing the coronavirus.

C H A P T E R  15 THE JUDICIARY
■	 Reorganized chapter to emphasize the importance of 

judicial legitimacy and the rule of law in a democratic 

society.
■	 Added new Analyzing the Sources feature on judicial 

legitimacy.
■	 Revised Then, Now, Next feature, “Supreme Court 

Diversity.”
■	 Updated data on demographics of federal judges to 

include those confirmed during the Trump administration.
■	 Incorporated a discussion of President Trump’s 

executive orders addressing COVID-19.
■	 Integrated a new discussion of the disagreement between 

President Trump and Chief Justice Roberts over the role 

and legitimacy of the federal courts.

C H A P T E R  16 ECONOMIC POLICY
■	 Created new Then, Now, Next that considers the 

increasing cost of the American dream. 
■	 Added a table highlighting the traditional measures of a 

healthy economy.
■	 Created a new Analyzing the Sources that considers 

income inequality in the United States.
■	 Integrated information on the CARES Act as a response 

to the pandemic into the discussion of fiscal policy.
■	 Discussed deficit spending in the context of the 

pandemic.
■	 Discussed the economic responses of state and local 

governments to the pandemic.
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■	 Added graphics on U.S. debt and which countries hold it.
■	 Expanded the discussion of deregulation with examples 

from the Trump administration.
■	 Updated data throughout the chapter.
■	 Analyzed the overall impact of the pandemic on 

the economy.

C H A P T E R  17 DOMESTIC POLICY
■	 Created new Analyzing the Sources that compares 

policy priorities of  several groups of Americans: 

(1) women and men, (2) Democrats and Republicans, 

and (3) younger voters and older voters. 
■	 Discussed the Small Business Administration’s response 

to the pandemic. 
■	 Added material on unemployment compensation issues 

during the pandemic.
■	 Created new Thinking Critically feature called “Should 

the United States Postal Service Be Shut Down?”
■	 Added new discussion of the provision of information as 

a public policy tool. 
■	 Added new Then, Now, Next on the sources of energy 

used in the United States. 
■	 Added new section on national education policy, 

including college student loan-payment issues.
■	 Added new figure comparing TANF benefits across 

the states.
■	 Streamlined discussion of the Affordable Care Act.
■	 Updated data throughout the chapter. 

C H A P T E R  18 FOREIGN POLICY AND 
NATIONAL SECURITY

■	 Described the context for current foreign policy.
■	 Added new Analyzing the Sources feature that asks 

students to evaluate the Ukraine transcripts.
■	 Updated discussion of the creators and shapers of 

foreign policy.
■	 Updated coverage of the use of new technologies in 

foreign policy.
■	 Described future challenges in foreign policy, including 

post-pandemic globalism, trade policy, the renewed 

threat of terrorism, and Russian expansion and efforts 

to increase influence.

C H A P T E R  19 STATE AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT ®

■	 Reorganized chapter to foster understanding of state 

and local governments and their importance in the 

federal system.
■	 Created new Analyzing the Sources that considers 

variety of state voter registration and voting laws.
■	 Discussed innovations related to elections during 

the pandemic. 
■	 Added analysis of state and local government authority 

in responding to the pandemic.
■	 Updated data on diversity in state governments.
■	 Created new Then, Now, Next feature that presents the 

percentages of women state elected officials. 
■	 Updated data on state and local government revenues 

and expenditures.

xxiv	 Preface
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