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xviii

Here we suggest how readings from different chapters might be grouped together thematically. 
As you explore a subject (education and learning, for example), you might focus on a particular 
rhetorical aim (such as evaluating or proposing a solution). Or you might explore a subject area 
without an aim in mind, eventually discovering a specific topic and rhetorical aim.

EDUCATION AND LEARNING
Are students customers? What is the practical value of studying great works of literature? 
Is school too easy? The following essays explore the complexity of education and learning. 
Through reading, writing, and discussion, you might explore and come to think differently 
about education and its role in people’s lives. You might discover an important point about 
education by exploring a memory, a relationship, an observation, a concept, and so on.

“Living Like Weasels,” Annie Dillard (4)

“The Default Setting: An Analysis of David 
Foster Wallace,” Adrienne Carr (6)

“Entitlement Education,” Daniel Bruno (9)

“Have It Your Way: Consumerism Invades 
Education,” Simon Benlow (9)

“The Power of Failure: J.K. Rowling’s 2008 
Harvard Commencement Speech,” Liz 
Winhover (9)

“Is Google Making Us Stupid?” Nicholas 
Carr (11)

“Infomania,” Manoush Zomorodi (12)

“Your Kids Bored at School? Tell Them to 
Get Over It,” Laura Hanby Hudgens (12)

“The Grapes of Mrs. Rath,” Steve  
Mockensturm (20)

“A Beat Education,” Leonard Kress (20)

“Internet Addiction,” Greg Beato (20)

“Not Homeschooling? What’s Your Excuse?” 
Tricia Smith Vaughan (20)

JUSTICE AND EQUALITY
A quick survey of the readings about justice and equality suggests a range of areas: immigra-
tion, Native American rights, body type, the mentally and physically challenged, wildlife, and 
so on. These readings can help you identify and explain a relationship, analyze a concept (such 

Using The Composition of Everyday 
Life as a Thematic Reader
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xix

as “justice” or “equality”), respond to an argument, identify a cause, propose a solution, and so 
on. What is justice, and how might exploring the concept of justice in today’s world be of value? 
What revelatory idea about justice and equality might you discover and share with others?

“How I Lost the Junior Miss Pageant,” Cindy 
Bosley (2)

“Americans and the Land,” John Steinbeck (3)

“Cruelty, Civility, and Other Weighty  
Matters,” Ann Marie Paulin (8)

“Important and Flawed,” Kareem  
Abdul-Jabbar (10)

“Star Trek: Where No Man Has Gone 
Before,” Jaren Provo (10)

“Why Are Millennials Weak?” Quinn  
Greenwell (11)

“Unemployed, and Working Hard,” Simon 
Wykoff (13)

“Why We No Longer Use the ‘H’ Word,” 
Dan Wilkins (20)

“This Is What a Feminist Looks Like,” Barack 
Obama (20)

“Crimes Against Humanity,” Ward Churchill 
(20)

“Not Homeschooling? What’s Your Excuse?” 
Tricia Smith Vaughan (20)

“An Apology to Future Generations,” Simon 
Benlow (20)

ENVIRONMENT AND ANIMALS
These readings, which offer different ways of looking at the environment and animals, encour-
age you to explore ideas beyond conventional beliefs. What is your relationship to the land? To 
the air? To the animals? How might you think differently about that relationship? And what 
might be the consequence of your new way of thinking?

“Americans and the Land,” John  
Steinbeck (3)

“Living Like Weasels,” Annie Dillard (4)

“The Front Porch,” Chester McCovey (4)

“Why ‘Natural’ Doesn’t Mean Anything  
Anymore,” Michael Pollan (5)

“The Dog Delusion,” April Pedersen (8)

“Hive Talkin’: The Buzz around Town about 
Bees,” Teresa Scollon (8)

“Dog-Tied,” David Hawes (20)

“The Farm on the Hill,” Evan Proudfoot (20)

“Trees Please,” Michael Rust (20)

“An Apology to Future Generations,” Simon 
Benlow (20)

CONSUMERISM AND ECONOMY
Several readings in this book suggest some fundamental questions about consumerism: What 
and how do you consume? And what, if anything, do you produce by consuming? As with 
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other subjects in The Composition of Everyday Life, you might spend an entire semester explor-
ing this area, or you might explore it for just one assignment. It could be of great value to spend 
a semester exploring just one question: What does it mean to be a consumer?

“Selling Manure,” Bonnie Jo Campbell (2)

“Mugged,” Jim Crockett (3)

“To Fish and Be Fished: A Tinder-fied Game 
of Love,” Kellie Coppola (3)

“The Front Porch,” Chester McCovey (4)

“Why ‘Natural’ Doesn’t Mean Anything  
Anymore,” Michael Pollan (5)

“The Real, the Bad, and the Ugly,” Cassie 
Heidecker (5)

“Rise of the Image Culture: Re-Imagining the 
American Dream,” Elizabeth Thoman (7)

“Have It Your Way: Consumerism Invades 
Education,” Simon Benlow (9)

“Is Google Making Us Stupid?” Nicholas Carr 
(11)

“Why We Binge Watch Television,” Kevin 
Fallon (11)

“Build the Wall,” Ed Bell (13)

“American Consumerism,” Jamie Bentley (20)

“An Apology to Future Generations,” Simon 
Benlow (20)

AMERICA
These readings deal with America and being American. They allow you to explore the relation-
ship between yourself and your country. (International students may find this subject to be 
especially interesting as they bring a unique perspective to the topic.) To what degree do the 
two—individual and country—influence each other? You can make observations, evaluate, 
identify causes, propose solutions, and so on. And, you can explore how America communi-
cates with and influences you.

“Americans and the Land,” John Steinbeck (3)

“Rise of the Image Culture: Re-Imagining the 
American Dream,” Elizabeth Thoman (7)

“Talibanned,” Benjamin Busch (10)

“Build the Wall,” Ed Bell (13)

“The Grapes of Mrs. Rath,” Steve  
Mockensturm (20)

“Cartoons ’n Comics: Communication to  
the Quick,” Joy Clough (20)

“Protests with the Mostest: The Art of Opposi-
tion with Protest Signs,” Deanna Krokos (20)

“Crimes Against Humanity,” Ward  
Churchill (20)

“Military Fraud: The Myth of Automatic  
Virtue,” Steve Gillman (20)

“American Consumerism,” Jamie Bentley  
(20)

“Reverence for Food,” Rachel Schofield (20)

“Not Homeschooling? What’s Your Excuse?” 
Tricia Smith Vaughan (20)

“An Apology to Future Generations,”  
Simon Benlow (20)
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SELF
Readings in this book encourage you to explore your own life in a way you have perhaps not done 
before. These readings about self go beyond expressive writing. They encourage you to connect 
with others, even though—or perhaps especially when—you are looking inward at yourself. You 
can explore how these readings, your own writing, and focused discussion with others helps you 
to see differently—to learn something about yourself and connect it to the world around you.

“Selling Manure,” Bonnie Jo Campbell (2)

“How I Lost the Junior Miss Pageant,” Cindy 
Bosley (2)

“Thrill of Victory . . . The Agony of Parents,” 
Jennifer Schwind-Pawlak (2)

“Mugged,” Jim Crockett (3)

“Black Like I Thought I Was,” Erin Aubry 
Kaplan (5)

“Cruelty, Civility, and Other Weighty  
Matters,” Ann Marie Paulin (8)

“Celibate Passion,” Kathleen Norris (13)

“What the Honey Meant,” Cindy Bosley (20)

“This Is What a Feminist Looks Like,” Barack 
Obama (20)

“American Consumerism,” Jamie Bentley (20)

OTHERS (COMMUNITY)
Can we look at ourselves without looking at our community? Both subjects (self and others) 
explore relationships between an individual and his or her surroundings. What is community? 
How is community created? These readings will help you to explore what we commonly call 
community, to consider how it works, and to examine your place in it. An entire writing course 
might be an exploration of one very important question: What is the relationship between 
community and communication?

“The Front Porch,” Chester McCovey (4)

“Cruelty, Civility, and Other Weighty  
Matters,” Ann Marie Paulin (8)

“Hive Talkin’: The Buzz around Town about 
Bees,” Teresa Scollon (8)

“Different Jobs,” Dana Stewart (12)

“Build the Wall,” Ed Bell (13)

“Unemployed, and Working Hard,” Simon 
Wykoff (13)

“The Farm on the Hill,” Evan Proudfoot (20)

“Technology, Movement, and Sound,” Ed 
Bell (20)

“An Apology to Future Generations,” Simon 
Benlow (20)

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
What is the relationship between language and culture? For example, how does the way that 
a group of people communicates affect their shared values, beliefs, customs, attitudes, and 
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practices—and vice versa? (How, for example, does what a group values about education influ-
ence the way that group uses, and thinks about, language?) These readings and others will help 
you step back and explore the relationship between words, ideas, and actions. Through explora-
tion of this subject, you might discover that your college writing class is something more than 
you had originally imagined it to be.

“The Real, the Bad, and the Ugly,” Cassie 
Heidecker (5)

“Why ‘Natural’ Doesn’t Mean Anything Any-
more,” Michael Pollan (5)

“The Default Setting: An Analysis of David 
Foster Wallace,” Adrienne Carr (6)

“Politics and Audience: The New York Times’ 
Appeal to Undecided Voters,” Alison 
Block (6)

“Rise of the Image Culture: Re-Imagining  
the American Dream,” Elizabeth 
Thoman  (7)

“An Imperfect Reality,” Rebecca Hollingsworth 
(7)

“Look on My Works: Breaking Bad ’s Final 
Season Trailer,” Nick Fendinger (7)

“The Power of Failure: J.K. Rowling’s 2008 
Harvard Commencement Speech” Liz 
Winhover (9)

“Why Are Millennials Weak?” Quinn  
Greenwell (11)

“Unemployed, and Working Hard,” Simon 
Wykoff (13)

“Why We No Longer Use the ‘H’ Word,” 
Dan Wilkins (20)

“This Is What a Feminist Looks Like,” Barack 
Obama (20)

“Protests with the Mostest: The Art of Opposi-
tion with Protest Signs,” Deanna Krokos (20)

“Cartoons ’n Comics: Communication to the 
Quick,” Joy Clough (20)

“Crimes against Humanity,” Ward Churchill 
(20)

GENDER AND IDENTITY
What does it mean to be male or female? How does gender affect our identities? What influence 
can we have on issues of gender and identity? This group of readings can be used in combina-
tion with other reading groups—from America or pop culture, for example. Instead of explor-
ing just gender and identity, you might narrow your focus to readings that relate to gender and 
identity and pop culture.

“Selling Manure,” Bonnie Jo Campbell (2)

“How I Lost the Junior Miss Pageant,” Cindy 
Bosley (2)

“The Thrill of Victory . . . The Agony of Par-
ents,” Jennifer Schwind-Pawlak (2)

“To Fish and Be Fished: A Tinder-fied Game 
of Love,” Kellie Coppola (3)

“Cruelty, Civility, and Other Weighty  
Matters,” Ann Marie Paulin (8)

“Important and Flawed,” Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar (10)

“Star Trek: Where No Man Has Gone 
Before,” Jaren Provo (10)

“Celibate Passion,” Kathleen Norris (13)
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“This Is What a Feminist Looks Like,”  
Barack Obama (20)

“Are Female Long-Distance Runners More 
Prone to Suicidal Depression?” Emily de la 
Bruyere (20) 

PARENTS AND FAMILY
What role do our parents play in our lives? Such a question might be explored endlessly 
with interesting results for both writer and readers. You might spend an entire semester 
exploring issues about parents and family. Such a simple subject area can prove to be far 
more complicated—and interesting—than you first imagined. What might be the value 
of thinking analytically and finding public resonance regarding the subject of parents and 
family?

“Selling Manure,” Bonnie Jo Campbell (2)

“How I Lost the Junior Miss Pageant,” Cindy 
Bosley (2)

“The Thrill of Victory . . . The Agony of  
Parents,” Jennifer Schwind-Pawlak (2)

“The Front Porch,” Chester McCovey (4)

“Black Like I Thought I Was,” Erin Aubry 
Kaplan (5)

“The Dog Delusion,” April Pedersen (8)

“Cruelty, Civility, and Other Weighty  
Matters,” Ann Marie Paulin (8)

“Unemployed, and Working Hard,” Simon 
Wykoff (13)

“What the Honey Meant,” Cindy Bosley (20)

“American Consumerism,” Jamie Bentley (20)

“An Apology to Future Generations,” Simon 
Benlow (20)

POPULAR CULTURE
What is the relationship between an individual and his or her popular culture? In what ways 
are we products of our own pop culture? From beauty pageants to theme parks, these readings 
allow you to consider the world that surrounds you from a fresh perspective. You can explore 
the why of your own behavior, considering how you and others are influenced by pressures of 
which you are both very aware and barely aware.

“How I Lost the Junior Miss Pageant,” Cindy 
Bosley (2)

“Tinder, You, Me,” Kellie Coppola (3)

“The Front Porch,” Chester McCovey (4)

“Why ‘Natural’ Doesn’t Mean Anything Any-
more,” Michael Pollan (5)

“The Default Setting: An Analysis of David 
Foster Wallace,” Adrienne Carr (6)

“Politics and Audience: The New York Times’ 
Appeal to Undecided Voters,” Alison Block (6)

“Rise of the Image Culture: Re-Imagining the 
American Dream,” Elizabeth Thoman  (7)
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